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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Wonersh Parish Council held on Thursday 21 May
2026 at 7.30pm, at the Wonersh Sports Pavilion.

Present: Clirs Georgie Grant, Chris Howard, Ben Knight, Stephen Lavender, and Anthony
Shutes (Chair).

In attendance: Lisa Davison, Borough ClIr Michael Goodridge and three further members of
the public.

26/27 001 To elect the Chair of the Council.

The Council resolved to appoint Clir Anthony Shutes to the role of Chair, this was proposed by
Clir Howard and seconded by Clir Lavender. Clir Shutes signed his acceptance of office in the
presence of the Clerk.

26/27 002 To elect the Vice Chair of the Council.

The Council resolved to appoint Clir Chris Howard to the role of Chair, this was proposed by
Clir Shutes and seconded by Clir Lavender. Clir Howard signed her acceptance of office in the
presence of the Clerk.

26/27 003 To consider and approve apologies for absence.

The Council considered and approved apologies from Clir Rob Merriman, Kat Parkinson and
Kevin Sloan.

26/27 004 Wonersh Parish Code of Conduct — Declarations of disclosable interests.

Cllir Howard noted a non-pecuniary interest in the Surrey Association of Local Councils and the
Surrey Hill Society.

26/27 005 Open meeting for members of the public to raise matters with the Council.

Borough Councillor Michael Goodridge and three further members of the public, one with a
general interest. One had an interest in the management of Blackheath Common and the
Council reiterated that they would circulate updates from the Borough Council upon receipt.
For the fourth member, items 022 and 023 were brought up the agenda.

26/27 006 To consider and approve the minutes of the Council meeting held on 16
April 2026.

The Council approved these, including the following update to 25/26 291 (a) outline reserve
amounts.

This would bring the total value of allocated reserves to £112,675.50, Comprising:
Council elections: £14,000, Wonersh Closed Burial Ground £15,630.50, Commons
maintenance and grass cutting £22,229.74, Ponds Maintenance £352, Wonersh
Common Drainage £10,000, Garden Close Community Room £4,489.34, Gerald’s
Wood £1,974.17, Parish Waste Bins £2,000, Long term Capital Projects, £5,339.00,
Allotments General Reserves £2,014.12, Ditches, £3,000, Training £422.00, Barnet Hill
Fields £3,924.17, Office Equipment £921.51, Shamley Green Environment Group
£475.00, Wonersh Environmental Advisory Group £2,619.00, Community Infrastructure



Levy, £12,318.95, Pavilion £1,000, Pepperpot £2,000, Publicity £1,660.00, Arbuthnot
Hall, £3,875.00, Allotment deposits £2,431.00

These were duly signed by ClIr Shutes

26/27 007 To receive an update on the minutes of the Council meeting held on 15
January 2026 and approve next steps.

Following feedback from the Internal Auditor, the Clerk requested an official update to item
25/26 199. which should now include the budget and precept values approved at the January
Council Meeting, and reads:

25/26 199 To consider and approve budget and precept for the
2026/27 financial year.

ClIr Shutes detailed the budget and precept to the Council, which had been submitted to
Waverley Borough Council pending confirmation at the meeting.

The Council confirmed the updates to the budget allocations for Council activity in
2026/27 which were based on discussion at the November Council Meeting. An action
in relation to this was the Clerk and ClIr Shutes to follow up with Cloudy IT to better
understand the technology requirements of this.

On this basis, the Council resolved to approve a budget of £249.007 and precept of
£138,921.00 for the 2026/27 financial year.

Action: Clerk and ClIr Shutes to follow up with Cloudy IT.
Clerk to confirm approved amounts with Waverley Borough Council
The Council approved this and Clir Shutes duly signed the updated minutes.

26/27 008 To receive progress reports about matters previously considered and
approved by the Council.

Clir Shutes noted the year-end Internal Audit report, which will be formally noted at the June
Council Meeting as part of the AGAR approval.

The Clerk noted that licence had been issued for the open gardens event in Shamley Green
and the processing underway for the Shamley Green Village Fete. The Wonersh Fete had
adapted a gazebo for the coconut shy so would not need to construct a permanent structure
and paperwork would be issued in due course. ClIr Grant noted that they could assist with
access for the Wonersh fair if required.

Clir Shutes updated the Council as to the progress being made regarding the sale of Gerald’s
Wood plus the recent WEAG working party improvements to the access point from the Street.
It was noted that further works would be required by the Routine Maintenance Contractor
involving the channelling of water away from the main entrance and a concrete step, most
likely with drainage underneath.

It was confirmed that the requirements of the governing bodies meant that Wonersh Football
Club would commence in September. The champion had been in touch with all families
demonstrating an interest and the website can be updated.
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The Clerk updated the Council as to the permissions given to Meadowview and Annery
Cottage to resurface the easement subject to the requirements for surfacing on common land
to be permeable.

The Clerk noted that a draft report had been received regarding the community room for
submission to Waverley Borough Council, considerate of costs to both authorities.
Confirmation of the future has the potential to reduce costs to the Parish Council further, as
then they can enter into fixed term utility contracts.

As an update to the Consultation on Rural Routes Speed Limits the Council welcomed the
implementation of the new speed limits and looked forward to works in Wonersh Village too,
particularly where this will assist pedestrian access and safety. Concerns around the entrance
to Wonersh and Shamley Green School remained but it was noted that this was not a route
frequented by pedestrians at present. Concerns were expressed as to the visual impact of the
signs, particularly in the conservation area and there were also concerns as to the quality of
the workmanship. The contrast between materials used across the area was also highlighted
with a combination of metal and wooden posts being utilised.

Action: Clerk to enquire as to the potential to adapt the signage mindful of the status of
area, particularly within conservation areas.

26/27 009 To consider and approve the minutes of the Risk and Audit Committee
Meetings held on 6 November 2025 and 15 April 2026.

The Council resolved to approve the Risk and Audit Committee minutes from recent meetings
and these were duly signed by ClIr Shutes.

26/27 010 To receive the approved minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held
on 2 and 23 April 2026.

These were received.

26/27 011  To appoint Members of the Council’s Planning Committee and to delegate
responsibility to the Committee for: (a) consideration of planning-related
matters; (b) making decisions on behalf of the Council about local planning
applications; and (c) making recommendations for decision by the Council
about planning related issues.

The Council delegated these responsibilities to the Planning Committee formed of all
Councillors.

26/27 012 To appoint Members of the Council’s Risk and Audit Committee and to
delegate responsibility to the Committee for: (a) consideration of risk and
audit-related matters of the Council; and (b) making recommendations for
decision by the Council about risk and audit related issues, including
policy review.

The Council delegated these responsibilities to the Risk and Audit Committee formed of Clirs
Grant, Howard, Merriman, Parkinson, Shutes and Sloan.

26/27 013  To appoint Members of the Council’s Personnel Committee and to delegate
responsibility to the Committee for: (a) consideration of personnel matters;
(b) making decisions where specifically required to do so in accordance
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with the provisions of the Personnel & Employment Handbook of the
Council; and (c) making recommendations for decision by the Council
about other personnel issues.

The Council delegated these responsibilities to the Personnel Committee formed of Clirs Gibbs
Grant, Howard and Lavender.

26/27 014 To appoint Members of the Council’s working parties and portfolio leads:
(@) Commons Working Party

All Councillors were appointed to the Commons Working Party, Clir Shutes as the lead for
Wonersh and Clir Howard as the lead for Shamley Green. The Commons Working Party
welcomes resident members,

(b) Shamley Green Community Room

ClIr Parkinson was elected as portfolio lead.
(c) Emergency Planning

Clirs Gibbs, Howard and Shutes were elected as portfolio leads on Emergency Planning.
(d) Website /IT

Clir Gibbs was elected as portfolio lead.
() Communications including Newsletter and website content

Cllir Howard was elected as portfolio lead, supported primarily by the Financial Officer.
(f) Traffic, Parking and Cycling Working Party

Clir Lavender was elected as portfolio lead, with all Councillors encouraged to participate. This
Working Party welcomes resident members.

(g) Closed Burial Ground
Clir Sloan was elected as portfolio lead.

(h)  Sports Pavilion and Field Working Party
Clirs Grant and Lavender were elected as portfolio leads.

(i) Allotments
Clir Grant was elected as portfolio lead.

() Playgrounds

Clir Lavender was elected as portfolio lead for Wonersh, Clir Parkinson for Lords Hill and Clir
Howard for Playground inspection matters.

(k)  Wonersh Environmental Advisory Group

Clir Shutes was elected as portfolio lead, with Clirs Knight and Lavender members and
everyone welcome for working party days. WEAG welcomes resident members.

(1 Shamley Green Environment Group
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Clir Howard was elected as portfolio lead for SGEG, with Clir Parkinson as a member and
there are processes in place to determine resident membership. All members of the Council
and public are welcome to participate in activities.

(m) Barnett Field Group

Clir Shutes was elected as portfolio lead for the Barnett Field Group, there are processes in
place to determine resident membership. This group holds a management role, and all
activities are completed under the auspices of WEAG.

(n) Gerald’s Wood

Clir Shutes was elected as the link Councillor with respect to Gerald’s Wood, with activity
following the expected completed under the auspices of WEAG.

(o) Land Asset Transfer

Cllr Shutes was elected as portfolio lead with other members to include Clirs Grant, Howard,
Lavender, Parkinson, Shutes and Sloan.

(p) Safeguarding

Clir Grant was elected as portfolio lead with support from the Clirs Howard and Sloan in their
roles as Committee Chairs.

() Wonersh Community Speed Watch
Clir Lavender was elected as portfolio lead.

26/27 015 To appoint representatives of the Council, if appropriate, to other bodies
and organisations:

(@) Surrey Association of Local Councils
Councillor Howard was appointed to this role.

(b) Waverley Borough Council joint meetings with Town and Parish
Councils

It was noted that this was primarily targetted at Clerks in more recent year. The role of
Neighbourhood Area Committees or similar for the new unitary authorities was noted.

(c) Blackheath community traffic-calming working party
Councillor Gibbs was appointed to this role.
(d) Shamley Green Community Speed Watch
Councillor Merriman was appointed to this role.
() Wonersh Connections
Councillor Shutes was appointed to this role.
(f) The Arbuthnot Hall Committee
Councillor Howard was appointed to this role.
26/27 016  Finance — to consider and approve the following:
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(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

(e)
(f)

(9)
(h)
(i)
)]

(k)
(1)

(m)
(n)

The list of payment and receipt vouchers in April 2026

The end-April 2026 financial statement

The reconciliation of accounts, completed by non-signatories

The schedule of due payments over the present financial year which
arise on a regular basis as authorised under the Council’s Financial
Regulations

The appointment of Councillors Knight and Gibbs as non-signatories
responsible for the reconciliation of Wonersh Parish Council bank
accounts

The appointment of Councillors Howard, Lavender, Parkinson,
Shutes and Sloan as signatories to the Wonersh Parish Council bank
accounts

The authorization of a monthly direct debit mandate for the payment
which can be made online

The continuation of a Council amazon account for purchasing office
supplies and community room supplies following associated
processes

Payment of £27.74 for community room supplies

Payment of £80.00 to HMCTS Online being the small claims court
fees for the Pepperpot

Payment of £200.00 to Wonersh Football Club

Payment of £30.00 to the Surrey Hills Society for our annual
subscription

Payment of £678.95 for the new bin outside Wonersh Shop (up to
£600 previously approved under 25/26 183)

Payment of £140 to SLCC for the Financial Officer to complete FILCA

The Council resolved to approve the above items.

They requested that acquiring a prepayment card for Unity Trust Bank or debit card for the
Cooperative Bank be added to the next agenda to cover small, incidental costs.

Action: Clerk to include a debit card on the next Council Meeting Agenda.

26/27 017 Finance - to note receipt of:

(a)
(b)

(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(9)

£451.29 in interest on Co-op Savings Account

£69,460.50 being the first instalment of our 26/27 precept from
Waverley Borough Council

£25,459.83 being CIL due from Waverley Borough Council
£174.00 in allotment deposits and rent

£1,000.00 in community room rent

£400.00 donation for Barnett Hill Fields wildlife pond

£815.36 from HMRC VAT rebate for January — March 2026

The Council noted this.

26/27 018 Finance — to note transfer of:

(a)
(b)

£5,000 from Coop Savings to Coop Current
£45,000 from Unity Current to Unity Savings
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The Council noted this.
26/27 019 To review and adopt the following policies, documents and procedures:

(@) Code of Conduct & Register of Members’ Interests

(b) Standing Orders

(c) Financial Regulations

(d) Council’s complaints procedure

(e) Council’s procedures for handling requests made under the Freedom
of Information Act 2000 and the Data Protection Act 1998

(F) Council Strategy

(9) Policy for dealing with Unreasonably Persistent Complaints

(h) Grants awarding policy

(i) Investment Strategy

1)) Co-option Process

(k) IT Policy

(1 Internal Controls Statement

(m) Easement applications

(n) Request for skips on common land

(o) Publications Scheme

(p) Guidelines on Temporary Signage on Common Land
(g0 Outdoor event licence

(r) Outdoor fitness licence

(s) Statement on third party tree requests
(t) Planning Code of Good Practice

(u)  Village Design Statement

(v) Emergency Plan (Internal)

(w) Personnel and Employment Handbook
(x) Health and Safety Policy

(y) Dignity at Work Policy

(2) Equality and Diversity Policy

(aa) Lone Working Policy

The Council considered and approved these and approve these. They confirmed the actions
included in the minutes from the Risk and Audit Committee, regarding the policy review and
responsibilities associated with this. The Clerk noted a small number of changes required to
some policies to update in line with the Waverley Borough Council rates, for e.g. easements,
fitness licences (with pro-rataed options) etc.

The existing policies on unauthorised encampments, or the adoption of, e.g. Surrey County
Council policy in drone use was also highlighted for inclusion on a future agenda and
delegated to Risk and Audit where required and useful for review. A Communication Strategy
is also underway. Further to this, policies relating to biodiversity has been highlighted as
important, including regarding the use of pesticides etc. The draft Climate Change and Nature
Recovery Strategy could be a useful instrument to progress this, avoiding any duplication.
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The Council also requested that current pledges be included on a future Council Meeting
agenda to confirm the Council’s ongoing support and for the Climate and Biodiversity
Emergency and Civility and Respect.

Clir Shutes raised the recent requests for advertising by a local business, and it was noted that
this is something to be considered in the communication strategy. The Clerk was asked to
enquire as to what other Council’s do with respect to advertising local businesses.

Action: Officers and Members to progress the policy review in accordance with the Risk
and Audit Minutes.

Clerk to update the policies requiring changes to the rates.

Clerk to enquire as to whether other local councils advertise local businesses and how
they manage this in terms on equity and charges.

Clerk to include omitted items and requested items on future Council Meeting Agendas.

26/27 020 To review of inventory of land and assets including buildings and office
equipment.

The Council reviewed and approved the updated asset register, to include the new double bin
in Wonersh. They confirmed the land already under the Council’s responsibility and
highlighted that they were exploring taking on additional land and would meet to explore this
further shortly.

26/27 021  To review and confirm of arrangements for insurance cover in respect of all
insured risks. 26/27 016 (o) To consider and approve payment of up to £1,750
for the 2026/27 Insurance and consider whether to engage in a 1-year or 3-year
plan.

The Clerk updated the Council as to the actions taken by them in consultation with ClIr Sloan
as the Chair of the Risk and Audit Committee. The recommendations based on an
interrogation of the Terms and Conditions was to remain with Zurich for the next three years as
this provided adequate covered for the Council’s risk assessed activities. Transferring to
another provider was likely to have an impact upon what the Council can effectively risk
assess and confirm cover for the environment groups activities which are valued by the
Council and the local community. This was confirmed by Council.

Action: Clerk to confirm insurance arrangements with Zurich Municipal as 3-Year (LTA)
with an annual cost of £1,546.21 (inc. IPT)

26/27 022 To receive an update on Arbuthnot Hall and and approve next steps

The Council received the update from the Arbuthnot Hall and resolved to approve the
arrangements set out in the proposed grant agreement with respect to 26/27 023.

Action: Clerk to confirm with Arbuthnot Hall Committee, with the authority to make
minor changes not impacting upon conditions, and sign on behalf of the Council upon
receipt of confirmation.
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26/27 023 To consider the remaining drawdown for the Public Works Loan Board loan
and approve next steps

The Council considered and confirmed that, following the signing of the grant agreement with
the Arbuthnot Hall Committee, as considered in 26/27 022, the drawdown of the £100,000 as
their contribution to capital redevelopment of the building should occur. This should be under
the same terms as the drawdown for the land, a fixed rate EIP, over 50 years.

The Council confirmed that they did not want to draw down the further £58,000 for Barnett Hill
Fields and this would be covered from reserves pending the sale of Gerald’s Wood which is
progressing.

Action: Clerk to complete and submit the necessary paperwork for the drawdown of
£100,000 upon signing of the grant agreement.

26/27 024 To receive an update Tree Hazard Assessments and responses and
approve next steps. 26/27 016 (p) To consider and approve payment of up to
£1,450 to Mark Welby for the Tree Hazard Assessment and (q) payment of up to
the amounts approved under 25/26 101, 25/26 165 to Charterhouse Tree Care,
subject to approval of final works.

The Clerk confirmed that all the Parish Council have responded to professional advice in line
with our tree survey from 2025, considerate of landowner permissions. Payment to
Charterhouse Tree Care is deferred until confirmation of final costs is received.

Following the confirmation in principle at the April Council Meeting the Council resolved to
contract Mark Welby for a survey August / September of all Council liabilities. The timing of
these works should mean that the follow up actions can be completed during 2026/27 for all
risks requiring a response.

The Clerk also noted that tree hazard assessments had been requested of Waverley Borough
Council for the wooded areas leased to Wonersh Parish Council and maintained by Waverley
Borough Council under Service Level Agreements.

Succession planning was raised by Clir Howard and the following noted for action in the next
growing season. This includes ad replacement willow at the Duck Pond, an ornamental cherry
on Lords Hill and two trees to replace the Manna Ash trees felled on the periphery of the
cricket outfield. One will be replaced by Charterhouse Tree Care and donations have been
promised for three, though the Shamley Green Environment Group can contribute should there
be any change in promised donations.

Action: Clerk to advise Mark Welby as to the Council decision,
Clerk to include payment of Charterhouse Tree Care on a future agenda for payment.

Clir Howard and Clerk to consult with those donating trees and SGEG and confirm
succession planning with Waverley Borough Council.

26/27 025 To receive an update on Barnett Hill Fields and approve next steps. 26/27
016 (r) To consider and approve payment of £326.70 to Pondmaker for a small
pond liner for Barnett Hill Fields.

A brief update was provided including progress with the planned nature pond. These amounts
were approved. The sheep grazing had been well received and soon they would be moved on
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to graze the next field. Cllr Lavender raised the potential for greater educational work and
engagement with children and families to raise awareness of local investments. There was a
discussion as to how this might proceed considerate of any safeguarding considerations, the
roles of other organisations such as scouts or guides visiting the site, family-focussed rather
than child focused and how interpretation boards could be used. Clir Lavender was invited to
submit a proposal to a future Council Meeting with further details for Council consideration.

Action: Clir Lavender to develop a proposal as to how best to facilitate awareness
raising and education of the community at large as to the management of Barnett Hill
Fields.

26/27 026 To receive recommendations and updates from the Commons Working
Party — with input from the Wonersh Environmental Advisory Group and
Shamley Green Environment Group — and approve next steps. 26/27 016 (s)
To consider and approve payment of £130 to Jack’s G&T Services for materials
and repairs to the Lawnsmead bund.

Payments were approved and the Commons Working Party Meeting on 24" August at 4pm at
Wonersh Sports Pavilion was noted. In advance of that the Clerk requested a meeting with
Cllrs Howard and Sloan regarding the mowing of the commons on Lords Hill and the
contrasting requests from Surrey Fire and Rescue Services and the Environment Group to
better understand the next steps and confirm mowing arrangements. The Clerk also noted the
request to consider mowing arrangements near Hullmead considerate of access to a number
of propertes. The regrowth of the brambles near Spring Cottage on Lords Hill were noted with
an action for the Routine Maintenance Contractor to cut these back to maintain the progress
made by volunteers.

In Wonersh a wildlife corridor is being proposed across private land with efforts provided by
WEAG. It was expected that this work will be grant-supported.

Action: Clerk and Clirs Howard and Sloan to meet to understand to mowing options in
Lords Hill and Hullmead for confirmation at the next available Council Meeting.

Bramble regrowth to be included on the Routine Maintenance Contractors short-term
works.

26/27 027 To consider the application to Waverley Borough Council for an easement
to Stowe across Shamley Green Common land 26/27 016 (t) To consider and
approve payment of up to £1,500 to Surrey Hills Solicitors for legal
representation to be covered by applicant.

The Clerk noted the request from Waverley Borough Council regarding an easement across
common land leased to Wonersh Parish Council. It was noted that this would be a tripartite
agreement, and the Parish Council require a solicitor to enable to the next steps. Any costs
associated with easements are borne by the applicant, given the household level benefit and
Surrey Hills Solicitors have quoted up £1,500 for these purposes. Subject to any costs being
covered by applicant then these can be processed in due course. The question as to whether
the applicant had to pay administration costs to both authorities was considered and this would
depend upon the administrative load for the Clerk as a result of this. Whilst some activities
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had already been borne by the Borough Council the tripartite nature would absorb the Clerk’s
time, and this was not acceptable to the Council.

The Parish Council are awaiting a copy of the easement agreement, and a fuller discussion
would be required following that. The Council queried the extent to which the uplift would
benefit each of the administrative authorities and the Clerk was encouraged to explore what
the experience of other Parish Councils had been with respect to this and explore this further
with the Borough Council.

Action: Clerk to explore the experiences of other Parish Councils in similar situations.

Clerk to update Waverley Borough Council that the decision had been deferred until the
agreement had been received.

26/27 028 To receive the request to provide access across Lords Hill Common, to
transport plant and material via an easement, for SCC Countryside Access
team to repair FP322a and approve next steps.

The Council resolved to approve this subject to any damage being repaired.

Action: Clerk to advise Surrey County Council as to the permissions granted.

26/27 029 To receive the request to park on a section of Lords Hill Common for a
private event and approve next steps.

This was approved on the basis of the information provided and noting that the grass will not
be mown for this occasion.

26/27 030 To receive the request to hold a charity football match on Wonersh
Common on 18 July 2026 and approve next steps.

The Council welcomed this proposal and requested the Clerk obtain the relevant application
information and supporting paperwork and include on the June Council Meeting Agenda for
approval.

Action: Clerk to advise applicant of paperwork and include on the June Council Meeting
agenda.

26/27 031 To receive an update following the Annual Assembly and approve next
steps. 26/27 016 (u) To consider and approve payment of £218.96 to Taurus
Wines for Annual Assembly drinks (on sale or return) and glasses hire, and (v)
payment of £87.04 for Annual Assembly snacks

These costs were approved.

26/27 032 To note the Parish Council’s support for Longacre to be registered as an
Asset of Community Value and approve next steps.

The Council noted this and resolved to write letters of support upon invite from the applicants.

26/27 033 To receive the summary of suggested actions responding to the weekly
playgrounds inspection and approve next steps. 26/27 016 (w) To consider
and approve payment of £470.83 to Sustainable Furniture for a new memorial
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bench for the playground covered by donations and (x) £100.47 to Epodex for
paint for the table tennis tables

These costs were approved.

26/27 034 To receive any signed off risk assessments for voluntary works and note
expected forthcoming ones for Council consideration.

The updated risk assessments for the Guides regarding their recent litter pick were noted.
Other activities continued under existing approvals.

26/27 035 Members’ business and correspondence for noting or including on a future
agenda.

The following items were highlighted for future Council Meeting Agendas:

Potential easement request for house approached Barnett Hill Fields
Alternative power options for Wonersh Pavilion — Clir Knight to lead.
Parking on grass verges, including common land.

Vegetation letter for residents backing onto Sweetwater Lane.

26/27 036  Setting the dates, times and place of ordinary meetings of the full Council
for the year ahead.

The Council considered and approved the dates for future Council Meetings and confirmed the
third Thursday of each month with the exception of August and December. They requested
that the Clerk highlight any months where this might problematic so that the Council can adapt.

Action: Clerk to advertise the meeting dates and times on the website

Page 12 of 12



