Summer Newsletter August 2023
From the Chair of the Parish Council — Anthony Shutes

Dear Residents,

This newsletter is later than we wanted, but that is because lots has been happening in the
Parish! Progress has been made on many fronts with the highlights being purchase of
Barnett Fields in Wonersh completed earlier this month; the start of a major refurbishment
of Wonersh playground (Shamley Green next!), negotiations with the Seminary, an
interesting offer to buy Gerald's Wood in Wonersh and retain public access, lots of
Environmental Group activities especially in Shamley Green.

We have a village meeting in Wonersh on 21st September in the Sports Pavilion at 6.30pm
to discuss the Cricket Club proposal for new cricket nets outside Lawnsmead and the
Gerald's Wood offer.

None of this happens without Councillors and Volunteers plus the hard work of the Clerk
and Assistant Clerk. Fortunately, we now have two new Parish Councillors for Shamley
Green — welcome to Rob Merriman and Kevin Sloan. A big thank you to Chris Crouch who
has stood down as a Wonersh Parish Councillor after eight years and we therefore have a
vacancy, do contact klerk@wonershparish.orgl if interested
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Playground Rejuvenation

Wonersh Playground has had a much-needed makeover during the Summer. Many
pieces of equipment have been repaired, some replaced entirely and a few new
additions installed to once again make our playground a safe and stimulating place for
its many little visitors.

The Parish Council is extremely grateful to all the residents and groups that donated to
the regeneration fund so generously. In particular ,we received a very generous
donation of £2,500 from the committee who ran the July Wonersh Fair and, earlier this
year, Barry Brockman of Godalming Carpets sponsored the repair of the much-loved
rocking horse. Special mention must go to the late Brian Codd who so generously
sponsored the balance of funds needed to complete first three stages of rejuvenation. It
does ‘take a village'.

The Playground Rejuvenation Committee in Wonersh is led by local residents
Stephanie Staton-Young and Councillor Stephen Lavender who have put a great deal
of thought and hard work to achieving the makeover so speedily.

There is still one piece of equipment that will need replacing over the next year - the
Junior Multiplay. Sadly this is reaching the end of its life due to rotting posts so we are
now actively fundraising for its replacement.

Please donate via our Just Giving Page at:
lvvww.justgiving.com/campaign/wonershviIIagepIayground\

Or email at: lvvonershviIlageplayground@gmail.orgl
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Purchase of Barnett Fields

We have at last completed on the Parish Council purchase of the Barnett Fields (lot 2),
via the generous resident who is providing bridging finance while the Public Works loan
is approved. The Parish-wide consultation had over 500 replies with 96% in support of

the purchase — see the Parish website Mww.wonershparish.orq\ for full results.

This purchase is being funded through a combination of donations and a Public Works
loan repaid through the Parish Council precept component of the Council Tax. We have
already received donations from many residents and the Wonersh Foundation totalling
over an amazing £200,000. This represents nearly 45% of the purchase price. Our goal
is to raise at least a further £50,000 to both further reduce the loan and create a
reserve to help maintain and improve the land. A huge thanks to all who can donate.

A Just Giving account been set up to donate smaller donations via the Wonersh
Foundation by using the above QR code below — please do input a ‘message’ or your
‘name’ (or both) to allow the donation to be recorded. For larger donations, please
contact the Clerk on clerk@wonershparsh.org and Councillor Shutes on
lanthony.shutes@wonershparish.org if you wish to donate direct to the Wonersh
Foundation (Registered Charity 11845340) and utilise gift aid.

Access for the public into the lower Barnett Field is now possible and a small team is
being created to recommend how to improve the land and raise future funding, all for
the benefit of the community. This will include increasing access to the remaining area.
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Seminary Update

Over the last year, two Parish Councillors have been negotiating with the Seminary
Developer, Surrey Highway Development Planning and Waverley Housing, to seek
benefits for the local community should a planning application be progressed. We
understand a planning application for some 53 units, including 8 ‘separate affordable
housing units’ may be made this September. We have received an ‘offer’ from the
Developer, subject to planning permission being granted.

The team undertaking these discussions will stand down from the formal Parish Council
planning meeting which reviews the plans and so allow the Parish Council to make full
and proper comments. The Parish Council is a statutory consultee on planning
applications, with decisions made by Waverley Borough Council as the Planning
Authority - we encourage individuals to submit their views on applications too.

The offer includes a permissive footpath in perpetuity through the seminary grounds to
better connect the Mill Lane footpath with the Barnett Hill footpath, and a significant
financial contribution to improve traffic and pedestrian safety in Wonersh — this will
hopefully allow the Parish Council to formally consult residents on design options and
eventually seek planning permission for the long standing ‘pepperpot’ redesign with a
pedestrian mid carriage way crossing point.

Assessing Housing Need

One element the Parish Council is keen to have fully recognised in the redevelopment of
the seminary is the demand for affordable housing in the parish. A key way that this
need can be assessed is by reviewing the Waverley Housing Register. We are
therefore encouraging those with a demand for housing locally to apply to join the
register.

How to apply to join the Waverley Housing Register:
e Are you in need of affordable housing?

e Do you earn up to £60,000 per annum and have savings of less than £30,0007?
e Do you have a local connection to Waverley through residency, work or family?

If so, you may be eligible to join Waverley’s Housing Register for affordable housing to
rent, either through the Council or a housing association.

Visit www.waverley.gov.uk/Services/Housing/Finding-a-home do check your eligibility
and how to apply. You can also contact the HomeChoice team on 01483 523551 /
|homechoice@waverley.qov.uld for more information.

Traffic, Parking and Cycling Update

The traffic, parking and cycling working party has not met for some months but has
been updated on the implications of the seminary development to help with some of
the traffic issues in Wonersh. As soon as the planning application is submitted, we will
meet to discuss the implications and the response that Surrey makes.

Wonersh and Shamley Green Speed Watch Groups continue to operate at least
weekly. Both groups need more volunteers if they are to have at least weekly sessions
so that they can make an impact. Please contact the Clerk if you are interested.
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Wonersh Village Meeting /

Consultation

Thursday 21st September at 6.30pm
Wonersh Sports Pavilion

The Parish Council is holding a meeting for
village residents to discuss and seek
feedback on two main topics :

1. The Cricket Club request to install new
nets on the sports field in front of
Lawnsmead hall. See
www.wonershparish.org for Cricket Club
update letter and consultation.|

2. The possible sale of Geralds Wood. The
Parish Council has received a generous
offer from an adjacent landowner to
purchase the ca. 3 acres of woodland at
the junction of Chinthurst lane with The
Street. The woods remain closed off at the
top level due to tree safety issues and the
slopes rarely accessed due to the one-way
nature of the route. The purchaser is
proposing to retain public access up the
existing Geralds Wood steps and then
allow a new pedestrian route through their
land connecting to a new gate further up
Chinthurst lane. Discussions are underway
with Surrey County Council to formally

understand the possible adoption of this

new route as a footpath. See
www.wonershparish.org for further

information.

Please do provide feedback to the
clerk@wonershparish.org with your
comments especially if you are unable to
attend the meeting.

Wonersh Bowling Club Rebuild Community Funding
Questionnaire

Wonersh Bowls Club is almost 100 years old and is in desperate need of repair. The
committee and the members are looking to rebuild the club house completely and to
be able to do this they need the help of community funding. Part of this process
requires them to identify the wants and needs of the surrounding communities. Please
take a few minutes to click onto the link below and complete the questionnaire for
each member of your household aged 16 and above: Wonersh Bowling Club -
Funding for New Clubhouse .| Any information provided will be kept strictly confidential
and used solely for the purposes of seeking additional funding from local authorities
etc. All responses are completely anonymous.
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Wonersh Environmental Advisory
Group (WEAG).

It's been another busy year for the Wonersh
Environmental Advisory Group. Our wonderful
group of volunteers not only advise the Parish
Council, but do a lot of work getting their hands
dirty to help the environment in Wonersh. We
have had many volunteer groups clearing the
old tree protectors from the Barnett Hill and
Seminary Woodland, removing invasive species,
and ensuring all the newly planted trees and
hedges are maintained and watered. The new
mowing regimes - which were revised following
feedback on last year - have begun to help
create habitats and food for wildlife, whilst the
"No Mow" and "Blue Heart" campaigns have let
to wildflower emerging on our road sides.
Further details on how to apply for a Blue Heart
for your verge can be found in the Blue
Campaign web page on the Surrey County
Council website.

This year we have seen the hedgerows and
wildflowers really begin to take shape too,
following last year where we planted trees and
hedgerows, wildflowers and bulbs. We have
also been starting to work on recycling and
education. We will soon be installing a new
engagement board in the nature area next to the
playground, along with improved recycling
facilities in the playground to help reduce waste
going to landfill and also keep our wonderful
playground tidy.

We were also lucky to be joined earlier in the
year by Plantlife International - the charity
behind the No Mow Campaign - as they led a
workshop to a large number of Parish Councils
on further improving action to protect and
enhance nature.

Additionally, WEAG have been assisting the
Parish Council in the recent purchase of the
Barnett Fields land, and members will play a key
role in how the fields and woodlands can be
managed for the community and nature. We are
always looking for more volunteers - especially
someone to lead our litter picks! - so, if you
would like to get involved, please contact:
lclerk@wonershparish.orq\
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Shamley Green Environmental Group (SGEG)

Since the Autumn 2022 newsletter SGEG has been busy...

Last November a group of volunteers planted a carpet of purple crocuses near the bus
stop at the entrance to Nursery Hill. More daffodils were planted along the B2128 near
the entrance to Nursery Hill and where the road divides producing a good display this
spring. All the wildflower planting since 2021 including species and locations is on a
lhew map (with photos) on the SGEG website Wildflower Planting page. The same
page includes Jane Lovett’'s wonderful wildflower diaries which provide evidence for
what is growing in Shamley Green and what is changing.

SGEG has again advised the Parish Council on the mowing of common land. The
regime in 2023 is similar to 2022 with some extra footpaths. Blue hearts now mark our
bee-friendly areas and those reserved for mowing only every two years to encourage
biodiversity. The signs should discourage disturbance. They will be moved around
seasonally as required.

We continue to gather evidence about water levels in the Duck Pond. We installed a
water depth gauge in the Duck Pond in 2022. A 0.5m reading aligns with the top of the
weir. In early June 23 we installed a groundwater level monitoring well near the pond
and we have a rain gauge. Weekly readings are taken. This information is on our
including analysis and report by our water engineer, Jerry Bird. Water levels
fell sharply in June when there was very little rain but some ditch clearance by the
Council contractor and a wet July have restored water levels.

Last year we uncovered (with Waverley permission) the pile of rotted crassula. There
was concern in the spring that crassula had returned to the pond but it seems less in
evidence now. Timely maintenance of the ponds and the clearing of ditches is an
ongoing challenge/concern. The Council's pond's maintenance contractor will be
commencing works to the ponds outside the bird nesting season and timed to be
considerate breeding amphibians, which might include great-crested newts. Mallards
and moorhens have bred on the pond this summer but sadly only the moorhen chicks
have survived

We planted more trees to add to the 16 planted in the winter of 2021/2. Another crab
apple and hawthorn were added on Hullmead common and a crab apple by Sue
Porter’s bench near the Lords Hill playground. After much deliberation we
recommended and planted five climate change and disease resistant elms to
eventually replace the horse chestnuts which are in decline on Duck Pond Green. All of
the new trees have been funded by generous donors in the village. The SGEG Tree
Working Group undertakes regular tree inspections, and reports concerns to the Parish
Council and Waverley Borough Council who are responsible for carrying out any work.

The Group has updated Shamley Green’s tree inventory including all the new trees
and the existing trees in Lords Hill. IThere is a link to this inventory on our websitd as
well as two maps showing the locations of all the trees on the commons which the
Parish Council now mows. There is also now a section of 'tree stories' which describe
the origins of many of Shamley Green’s memorial trees.
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Shamley Green Environmental Group (SGEG)
ctd

Spring 2023 was all about swifts and amphibians.
The toad patrol took place again this spring ably
organised by Regena Coult. Overall numbers were
down in the main Woodhill Lane area, perhaps due
to the cold winter but more likely habitat loss along
Madgehole Lane. By contrast, more were recorded
in the Lordshill area though that may be due to
having more volunteers active there. We will be
looking for more volunteers on Woodhill Lane for
the next season — February to April 2024.

With our help the Swift Project has installed 58
swift boxes and six swift callers in Shamley Green
Both schools and the church have swift boxes. This
has all been well organised by Kate Elmes Rudd.
Swifts are gregarious and we have encouraged
clusters of boxes. [The SGEG website has a map
which shows where the boxes are positioned. It
often takes 2-3 summers for boxes to be occupied.
We remain hopeful. The Bird Group has had three
outings this spring/summer to monitor species
around the village.

Our stall at the fete proved successful again this
year with Swifts and amphibians playing a big role
in attracting visitors. Now as we approach autumn
we are planning a litter pick on 7 October and
further bulb planting on 21 October.

Dates for your diary

A public consultation evening to discuss the potential sale of Gerald's Wood and the
installation of crickets nets on Wonersh Common will take place on Thursday 21
September commencing at 6.30pm. Further details are included above in this newsletter.

The Parish Council meet regularly for Full Council Meetings on the second Thursday of
the month, except for August and December. Upcoming dates are: 14 September, 12
October, 9 November 2023 and 11 January 2024.

The Planning Committee meet every three weeks, on a Thursday morning, upcoming
dates are: 21 September, 12 October, 2 November, 23 November, 14 December 2023.

The Advisory Groups, meet regularly and welcome new members with expertise and
interest in transport, environmental matter and playground improvements.

Contact details - Lisa Davison - Clerk

Email: Clerk@WonershParish.org

Telephone: 01483 892601

Address: Wonersh Parish Office, Wonersh Sports Pavilion, Wonersh GU5 0PJ
Website: lwww.wonershparish.orq\

Councillor contact details are on our website and the Council noticeboards in each
village.
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