
 

 

AUTUMN NEWSLETTER OCTOBER 2022  
From the Chair of the Parish Council –  Anthony Shutes 
The Parish Council must first express our deep condolences for the passing of Queen 
Elizabeth II and hope many of you have been able to sign condolences either online or in 
books. I personally will miss her example and amazing service to us all and wish King 
Charles the very best. 
A big thank you to all the volunteers who have tirelessly watered our new trees in Shamley 
Green and Wonersh over July and August. We have lost some of the hedge whips, which 
we can replace, but saved most of them. Also, a big thank you to all the organisers and 
helpers of the Jubilee events in our three villages, all of which I know went very well and 
showcased what a community can do. In the next months we will turn our attention to ditch 
and hedge maintenance across our many acres of common land, as well as trying to make 
progress on a proposal for a 20-mph zone in Wonersh village centre, and of course 
responding to the issues raised by the Seminary Development. 

Seminary Development Update 
The public meetings on Thursday 26th August 
at the seminary were attended by some 170 
residents. The developer, AndCompany, wants 
to convert/extend the existing buildings, 
providing up to 88 residential units. There are 
no plans to do anything with the fields they are 
to purchase to the north of the B2128, Cranleigh 
road, with the church retaining the fields to the 
south of the road. They stated they wanted to 
develop a ’sustainable building and retain the 
historic heritage'. They are seeking community 
input prior to putting in a formal planning 
application. 
(continued on next page) 
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Residents at the meeting expressed concerns about the 
number of people this development would add to 
Wonersh village and the capacity of local infrastructure 
and services, such as the doctors’ surgery and schools. 
The Parish Council is progressing the request they have 
already made for a footpath linking the development to 
both Wonersh and Shamley Green, plus community 
access to the sports field and woods, thus benefitting 
communities across the parish.  
The Parish Council have engaged borough and county 
councillors and officers in these requests from the outset 
and gained support at these levels. We have requested a 
meeting with Waverley Borough Council and Surrey 
County Council as the planning authorities to ensure that 
appropriate conditions are included in any planning 
approval to mitigate and find solutions to these concerns.

20mph Zone –  20s Plenty! 
Speeding through our villages is consistently identified as a top concern by residents, 
along with the lack of safe crossing points. The Parish Council has had many meetings 
over the years with Surrey County Council to try to improve safety in our villages. There is 
currently a national campaign calling for 20-mph in residential areas and areas around 
schools and other institutions where it is appropriate to slow the traffic down. At our April 
Parish Council Meeting Councillors agreed unanimously to support this campaign. 
Following the speed survey in Wonersh earlier this year, and with the support of our 
County Councillor, Cllr Kevin Deanus, Surrey Highways has agreed to progress a 20-mph 
zone through the centre of Wonersh; the precise details and timing has yet to be agreed 
and will be the subject of public consultation. One key aspect of having a 20-mph zone is 
that it opens the possibility of seeking a mid-carriageway crossing point without street 
lighting. At 30-mph it would require lighting, which is both costly and not welcomed by 
many residents who are proud of living within the Surrey Hills Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty, with a presumption against lighting. 
The Traffic, Parking and Cycling Working Party supported by the Parish Council, with 
representatives from speed watch and other interested people, wishes to raise 
awareness and press the case for 20s plenty. The Wonersh Foundation has given a 
grant to the working party for a large number of 20s plenty bin stickers. You may find that 
a street rep offers you one or more of these and there is no obligation to take one. 
However, if you have not been offered one then please contact the team at 
20splentyforwonersh who will arrange for one to be delivered to you. 
Email us with you name and address and how many bin stickers you would like and we 
will ensure that they are delivered to you. If you have any questions then please make 
contact. Email: 20splentyforwonersh@gmail.com 

The chapel which may be re-
purposed but preserved 
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Jubilee events 
Fairs, fetes, music recitals, picnics and church services 
and a bonfire were all highlights celebrating the 

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in our Parish. 

Jubilee week events kicked off on the 2nd June with 
the Parish Council organising a Bonfire on the hill 
overlooking Wonersh. Volunteers had collected wood 
in a circle in the preceding weeks, with the bonfire built 
on the morning of the day itself, to ensure no animals 
had taken up residence. All safety precautions were 
taken and within minutes it was indeed a blazing 
inferno and as the night set in we could see another 
beacon in the distance on the Downs, watched by over 
150 residents and friends; a good evening. 
Parish Council-related events continued with a Jubilee 
picnic in Shamley Green on Sunday, which was 
enjoyed by over 400 people, with a range of gazebos 
providing shelter from the changeable weather. This 
did not deter attendees from enjoying a good tug-o-
war! The following weekend residents enjoyed the 
Shamley Green Village Fete, including finding out 
more about Shamley Green Environment Group and 
meeting some local amphibians! 
We have other resident informed plans in celebration 
of the reign of Queen Elizabeth II and we look forward 
to sharing these with you too. 

Jubilee events: Wonersh Bonfire and Shamley Green Picnic and Fete

Telephone Box on Blackheath Lane, Wonersh 
Wonersh Players recently adopted the Telephone Box on Blackheath Lane and are about 
to rejuvenate it and put it to alternatives uses. If you would like to know more or be part of 
the team caring for this local land mark, please get in touch with Lynne Stedman. Email: 
lynne.stedman@outlook.com. 

mailto:lynne.stedman@outlook.com


Wonersh Environmental Advisory Group (WEAG). 
WEAG is now a group of some 25 residents. Please do contact 
anthony.shutes@wonershparish.org if you wish to join. WEAG has led the watering 
evenings, organised removing many of the old and decaying green plastic tree protectors in 
the woods adjacent to the footpath up Barnett Hill (and many more to remove, in a second 
volunteer day yet to be organised in November?), removed ragwort and Himalayan balsam 
and, thanks to a generous donation by a resident, installed metal tree guards around the 3 
new trees by the Jubilee benches. There is also now a new oak notice board near the 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Wonersh Environmental Advisory Group (WEAG). 
WEAG is now a group of some 25 residents. Please do contact 
anthony.shutes@wonershparish.org if you wish to join. WEAG has led the watering 
evenings, organised removing many of the old and decaying green plastic tree protectors 
in the woods adjacent to the footpath up Barnett Hill (and many more to remove, in a 
second volunteer day yet to be organised in November?), removed ragwort and Himalayan 
balsam and, thanks to a generous donation by a resident, installed metal tree guards 
around the 3 new trees by the Jubilee benches. There is also now a new oak notice board 
near the playground titled “Naturally Wonersh”. Upcoming projects include planting bulbs 
and more wildflowers, education signage and some tree planting, including replacing the 
fallen beech near Lawnsmead Hall and a willow on the Platt to replace the diseased 
weeping willow. 
Please do volunteer - we need you! 

Shamley Green Environment Group Members watering trees and 'Shamley Brown'

Shamley Green Environment Advisory Group update (SGEG)
Summer activities 
Since the last newsletter in the spring, SGEG have been busy planning for the planting 
season in 2022-23. Like Wonersh’s Environment Group we have watered all the trees we

planted last autumn to keep them alive during the exceptional drought we had this 
summer. Thankfully all but one of our trees survived. We were also really pleased with the 
display of wildflowers in the village this spring. To follow a monthly summary of flowers 
seen in our village visit www.shamleygreen environment.co.uk and look up our wildflower 
diaries. 
SGEG had a stall at the village fete in July. We had display boards out highlighting some
of the work we have been doing and managed to recruit some new volunteers too. The 
leader of our Toad Patrol group brought along some toads and frogs for the children to see 
and we run a general local wildlife knowledge competition. 
Volunteers have cleared Himalayan balsam and a footpath. 
Review of new mowing regime 
SGEG has also fed into the Parish Council to review of the current mowing regimes, which 
on the whole have worked well. The main commons will be mown and the mowings 
removed during October. The Council will consider plans for 2023 at its November 
meeting. We currently envisage a similar regime for 2023 with a few extra footpaths. If you 
have any comments and concerns, please contact the clerk. 
(continued on next page) 
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Planting plans for the Autumn 
Shamley Green Environment Group have had several residents request to pay for new 
plantings this autumn. A new hawthorn and wild cherry to fill a gap amongst the Hullmead 
common planting and one small tree at Lords Hill Playground near Sue Porter’s seat. 
We have had several meetings with representatives from Hullmead and Nursery Hill areas. 
The consensus was that they did not want any more trees, but would like some wildflower 
areas. The wide open corner in Hullmead, the corner of Nursery Hill and the bank where 
the road divides have been chosen for bulb planting. 
Waverley Borough Council’s tree survey has highlighted that the avenue of horse 
chestnuts on the Duck Pond common by the B2128 are diseased and will have to come 
down in the next few years. We will try to keep them going for as long as possible but it has 
been agreed that we plant up replacement trees now to give them a head start. We are 
exploring with residents and local and national experts the best options for trees in this 
locale and local donors have expressed an interest in funding these. 
Ponds and ditches 
There was much debate over the summer among various parishes as many ponds dried up 
due to the drought. Like everyone else, we were very sad to see the Duck Pond dry up in 
July. However, Waverley Borough Council, the land owner, and other pond experts, 
advised that we should not disturb ponds in the summer months when amphibians and 
other plant and animal life were very active and that we should get work approved by 
Natural England, as the area is known for its amphibian life.  
Interestingly, when the Duck Pond was inspected, when it was dry, we could still see small 
frogs jumping out of our way. They were surviving in the damp silt, which was also 
protecting the clay lining from cracking. After consulting experts, we have no plans to insert 
a butyl lining into the pond.  
Working with the Parish Council we have used the summer to better understand which
pipes and ditches feed the Duck Pond so that work can be done to clear them and reduce 
the chances that future droughts will lead to the pond drying up. The ditches on Duck Pond 
common will be cleared this winter. The usually muddy footpath next to Mellow House that 
runs up to Woodhill Lane has also been investigated and found to have a blocked pipe 
under it, which if cleared could improve the flow to the Duck Pond. The Parish Council are
currently reviewing the best way to get this all flowing again and are awaiting contractor 
quotes for this work. 

Playground Updates 
Wonersh and Lordshill playgrounds have been undergoing considerable maintenance over 
the past few months. The Parish Council is responsible for the upkeep of both playgrounds 
and allocates funding for repairs and maintenance. However, there is no funding for 
replacement equipment or for new equipment. If you feel you would like to make a financial 
contribution to either playground to fund new equipment, please make contact with the 
clerk. 



  

 

  

Blackheath Update 

Jubilee event in Blackheath

Following the summer, including the Jubilee and Summer BBQ, the Blackheath Village 
Society is looking forward to more community events for the village and are currently 
planning Firework Night with the Cricket Club and a Christmas bash.   
In the Village itself the redevelopment of the Villagers pub remains unfinished. A smaller 
Pub was agreed as part of the planning process and the completion of the redevelopment 
remains subject to this planning. The Waverley Planning and Enforcement Team will 
ensure that the planning conditions are met and advised the BVS of the following last 
month: 
"In response to a lack of a clear proposal from the owner to comply with condition 2 of 
planning permission WA/2017/1853, I have been authorised by the Enforcement Team 
Leader to start the process of issuing a formal Notice in respect of the breach of planning 
control." 
As a result of the auction of land between Blackheath and Wonersh, at the entrance to 
Blackheath on the left-hand side, a number of pockets of land have been sold. Residents 
continue to monitor with concern the use of this greenbelt land and with support from the 
WBC are working to keep Waverley informed of any activity contrary to planning. 



 

  

  

  

 

Speedwatch in Wonersh
Wonersh Speedwatch started again in July 2021. We have 11 
volunteers. 
In August 2021 one session had taken place with five people 
reported to the police for speeding along the main road. In total 
over the last year, we have undertaken 81 sessions with 841 cars 
exceeding the speed limit. The fastest speed recorded on the main 
road through the village was 50mph. 
All offenders receive a letter from the police and their registration 
number is kept on the police database. In the event of three 
offences the police arrange a visit to talk to the driver. 
If anyone else would be willing to help out and do a one-hour 
session per month then please contact the clerk.

Wonersh Speedwatch volunteers

Thank you for Litter Picking! 
Litter Pick Volunteers. It’s great to see so many residents are collecting litter across the 
Parish – keep it up please!   
In Wonersh, Mette Charles has kindly stepped up to organise a couple of Litter pick 
volunteer days each year, with events scheduled for this month. If you wish to join or borrow 
kit to undertake individual litter collection, please contact the clerk

Allotment shares 
At the moment we don’t have any plots available but our waiting list is quite short. One of the 
reasons for this is that we have explored plot shares with some of our existing holders, 
making it more manageable for new and existing holders. Allotments can require a big 
investment in terms of time and effort but it can be very rewarding too. If you would like to 
added to the waiting list and / or considered for a plot share please get in touch and share 
your name, home address, contact phone number and email with the clerk.

Dates for your diary 
The Parish Council meet regularly for Full Council Meetings on the second Thursday of the 
month, except for August and December. Upcoming dates are: 13 October, 10 November 
2022 and 12 January 2023.
The Planning Committee meet every three weeks, on a Thursday morning, upcoming dates 
are: 20 October, 10 November, 1 December 2022. 
The Advisory Groups, meet regularly and welcome new members with expertise and interest 
in transport, environmental matter and playground improvements. 

Contact details - Lisa Davison - Clerk
Email: Clerk@WonershParish.org 
Telephone: 01483 892601 
Address: Wonersh Parish Office, Wonersh Sports Pavilion, Wonersh GU5 0PJ 
Website: www.wonershparish.org 

Councillor contact details are on our website and the Council noticeboards in each 
village.

www.wonershparish.org
mailto:Clerk@WonershParish.org
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