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Minutes of the meeting of the Council Meeting held on Thursday 5 December 2024 at
10.30am, at the Wonersh Sports Pavilion.

Present: Cllirs Max Gibbs (Chair), Stephen Lavender, Rob Merriman and Anthony Shutes.
24/25 215 To consider and approve apologies for absence.

The Council received and approved apologies for absence from Clirs Band, Howard, Knight,
Sloan and Sobek

24/25 216  Wonersh Parish Code of Conduct — Declarations of disclosable interests.
ClIr Gibbs noted a non-pecuniary interest in 24/25 217
24/25 217  Open meeting for members of the public to raise matters with the Council.

24/25 218 To consider and approve the minutes of the Council meeting held on 21
November 2024.

These were approved and duly signed by Clir Shutes.

Cllr Shutes noted that there was no opportunity to provide an update on actions against
approved items and requested that this item be maintained for future additional Council
Meetings. The Clerk agreed and noted that any items requiring decisions required a specific
agenda item.

Cllr Shutes raised a public event to recognise the community value of Barnett Field Groups in
May, which will attendees welcomed and would be discussed further at future Council
Meetings and the promised donation of a bench. In the case of the latter the Clerk confirmed
that this could be purchased in advance of Council Meeting approval, upon receipt of the
funds, as it was within the limits of the joint Chair/ Clerk approval limit, the amount would be in
the Council account and as an investment, was aligned with plans approved by Council.

Action: Clerk to include each of these on the January Council Meeting agenda so the
Council can formally discuss these and approve next steps.

The Council spoke briefly to provide clarity on a previously agreed item in response to recent
correspondence and a resident’s request to meet with the Chair. The Clerk noted the
Council’s previous agreement as minuted under 24/25 114 were:

“In discussing next steps, it was challenging to agree a single point of access, as previous
attempts to do this overwhelmed those in this role and this was returned to the Clerk after a
period of time. Whether the Clerk should remain the point of access at present, with the Chair
and Vice Chair was debated and the Clerk confirmed that this was not something they were
comfortable with at present. It was agreed on this basis that the most effective approach for
the resident to engage in Council processes was to attend public Council Meetings, where a
number of Councillors and staff were in attendance and communications can be consistent.
The next steps were for the Chair of the Council to draft a letter to the resident and the Clerk to
obtain legal guidance as to whether this was an appropriate and commensurate response.”

This position was noted by all in attendance. The Clerk advised that Councillors were only to
meet with the resident in public meeting and that should they view correspondence received as
harassment to them personally, then they are strongly encouraged to report this to the police
as advised by the National Association of Local Councils. The Clerk noted that they



considered ongoing communications as indirect harassment of them, and it was having an
impact upon their health and wellbeing and capacity to fulfil this paid role.

Whilst it was recognised that the Chair and Vice Chair had offered in good faith to receive and
respond to straightforward email communication, with anything requiring further consideration
to be discussed at Council with the resident in attendance, this had not worked in practice.
Actions continued to be contrary to the policy. To protect individuals from direct and indirect
harassment, it was confirmed that the single point of access for the resident be Council
Meetings, as per the September minutes.

Action: Resident to receive an update from the Clerk and Councillors.

24/25 219 To receive the request from the Blackheath Village Society regarding
assistance with paying for the replacement posts in Blackheath. 24/25 220
to consider payment of up to £1,238 for replacement posts in Blackheath.

The Council welcomed the request from the Blackheath Village Society to assist with the repair
of posts damaged through Blackheath. The Clerk advised as to the requirements of VAT
reclaim and the Council agreed that they could pay the invoice on this basis.

Clir Gibbs expressed frustration with a lack of investment of the precept in Blackheath and
whilst accepting the land with the posts were the responsibility of other stakeholders, felt the
Parish Council processes convoluted. The Clerk confirmed that they were just as convoluted
for other Councillors, just with greater responsibilities in those villages came greater familiarity.
The Council noted one of the main challenges at this stage was the available budget for such
expenditure as CIL income was available for new, capital, projects rather than repairs.

The Clerk enquired as to whether the Blackheath Village Society would be open to applying for
a grant of up to £1,000 towards this expenditure, as there was currently money available within
that budget heading. The Chair and Clerk confirmed that subject to receipt of a completed
grant application and receipt of any remaining amounts, plus receipt of public liability insurance
of the contractor, then the Council could take this forward. As such, the Council resolved to
approve the payment of £1,238 for replacement posts.

The Council and the Clerk noted they were happy to work proactively with the Blackheath
Village Society and /or on behalf of residents and the Clerk encouraged all to engage with the
regular pattern of meetings wherever possible.

Action: Clerk to communicate this to the Blackheath Village Society and work with the
relevant stakeholders.

24/25 221  To consider and approve the Parish Council’s response, if any, to the
consultation on Enabling remote attendance and proxy voting at local
authority meetings, due 19 December 2024 and approve next step.

The Clerk reviewed the draft comments in response to this and the Councillors updated these
for submission.

Action: Clerk to submit comments to the consultation on behalf of the Council.

24/25 222  To receive an update on the Parish Council’s complaint regarding the
Waverley Borough Council Assistant Director for Planning Development
and approve next steps.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/enabling-remote-attendance-and-proxy-voting-at-local-authority-meetings#:~:text=This%20consultation%20seeks%20views%20on%20the%20detail%20and%20practical%20implications,unable%20to%20attend%20even%20remotely.
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/enabling-remote-attendance-and-proxy-voting-at-local-authority-meetings#:~:text=This%20consultation%20seeks%20views%20on%20the%20detail%20and%20practical%20implications,unable%20to%20attend%20even%20remotely.

The Committee approved the content of the received draft letter and requested the Clerk
submit this addressed to the Joint Chief Executive, the Joint Strategic Director for Economy,
Planning and Place and the Joint Strategic Director for Legal and Democratic Services
(Monitoring Officer).

Action: Clerk to format and email letter to the addressees.
24/25 223  Dates of future meetings:

Full Council Meeting: 16 January 2025.
This was confirmed.
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