
 
 

   
 

Minutes of the meeting of Wonersh Parish Council held on Thursday 3 October 2024 at 
10.15am, at the Wonersh Sports Pavilion.     

Present: Cllrs Max Gibbs (Chair) Chris Howard, Stephen Lavender and Rob Merriman.  

In attendance: Lisa Davison.  

24/25 137  To consider and approve apologies for absence.   

The Committee received and accepted apologies from Cllrs Mike Band, Ben Knight, Anthony 
Shutes and George Sobek.  Cllr Gibbs to Chair. 

24/25 138  Wonersh Parish Code of Conduct – Declarations of disclosable interests.  

There were no declarations of disclosable interests. 

24/25 139  Open meeting for members of the public to raise matters with the Council.  

There was one member of the public present with an interest in 24/25 142.  The Chair moved 
this up the agenda. 

24/25 140  To receive progress reports about matters previously considered and 
approved by the Council.  

The Clerk raised further issues with chestnuts on the Duck Pond Green in Shamley Green, 
where a branch fell onto the common land bordering the B2128 carriageway, with some impact 
on traffic flow.  They enquired as to whether the Council would like the recommended works to 
this chestnut from Waverley Borough Council be completed at the same time as the approved 
works to the willow.  They noted that there was already a request for a quote for works to the 
chestnut outside the Forge, on this basis.  The Council expressed concern that the Parish 
Council was arranging a paying for further tree works prior to leases being signed, as this was 
outside the Council’s responsibility. 

Action: Clerk to enquire as to progress with the leases and note the Parish Council’s 
reservation as to taking on tree works outside the current responsibilities. 

24/25 141  To note the proposed follow up action on the following planning 
application and to approve next steps. 

Planning Application WA/2024/00149 - Valid From 23/01/2024 

QUEEN VICTORIA COTTAGE AND THE VOLUNTEER PUBLIC HOUSE BLACKHEATH 
LANE BLACKHEATH GUILDFORD GU4 8RB 

Change of use from public house to residential to form one single dwelling with existing semi-
detached dwelling together with alterations to elevations. 

Cllr Gibbs shared the update that the planned Judicial Review was not presently required as 
Waverley Borough Council as the Planning Authority have accepted that their planning 
recommendation or process didn’t follow the applicable planning rules.  The next steps are for 
the lawyers to write up and agree the words for the judgement, and the planning approval for 
change of use will be revoked. 

The Council expressed disappointment with this lack of regard to plannign processes and 
policies.  They agreed to add concerns regarding the lack of consultation and compliance with 
ICS1 in the Waverley Local Plan, which seeks to retain existing and provide new community 

https://planning360.waverley.gov.uk:4443/planning/search-applications#VIEW?RefType=GFPlanning&KeyNo=542123&KeyText=Subject
https://youtu.be/oHgEyZoLsg0?t=4849
https://www.waverley.gov.uk/Portals/0/Documents/services/planning-and-building/planning-strategies-and-policies/local-plan/LPP1_July_2019_web.pdf?ver=M4C0VK_SH7V54tLWEaTftA%3d%3d
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facilities, to the existing complaint about the Assistant Director of Planning Development for 
Waverley and Guildford Borough Council. 

Action: Cllr Gibbs to include the Council’s concerns regarding this application and its 
consideration at Committee in the letter to Waverley Borough Council Officer.  

24/25 142  To receive an update on the riparian rights alongside Wonersh Common 
and to approve next steps, including the response to the Tree Hazard 
Assessment if applicable.  

The Clerk provided brief context as to the issues in relation to riparian rights – neighbouring 
landowners’ responsibilities to the centre line of ditch which separates two land parcels – and 
the requirement to respond to the Tree Hazard Assessment which emphasised and ash 
requiring removal the far side of the ditch.  It was noted that the solicitor of the executor of the 
will for the neighbouring property was arguing that ownership here was not riparian.   

Based on legal advice received from Surrey Association of Local Councils, the Parish Council 
held the position that the ditch from the mid-point was outside the responsibility of the Parish 
Council either under riparian or hedge and ditch arrangements.  In order to resolve the issue 
with the tree and the potential damage to the SGN box the Council proposed a 50/50 split in 
costs to remove the ash tree. The Clerk noted that this could be arranged alongside scheduled 
works if the executor was willing.   

Greater understanding of responsibilities beyond this was not possible without a fuller review 
of historic title deeds outlining changing boundaries and associated responsibilities associated 
with these and a qualified surveyor's professional opinion on this matter.  It was also not clear 
as to whether a potential purchaser may prefer to have a level of input into how this area was 
managed and maintained. 

Action: Clerk to advise family and to follow up with the tree surgeon if applicable. 

24/25 143  Members’ business and correspondence for noting or including on a future 
agenda.   

Updates progressing the above matters will be included on the Council Meeting or Risk and 
Audit Committee Agenda, as relevant. 

24/25 144  Dates of future meetings:  

Full Council Meeting:   10 October 2024 
      21 November 2024 
Planning Committee:   24 October 2024 
Risk and Audit Committee:  17 October 2024 

These were confirmed. 


