
 
 

   

 

Minutes of the extra ordinary council meeting of Wonersh Parish Council held on 
Thursday 1 August 2024 at 10.30am, at the Wonersh Sports Pavilion.     

Present: Cllrs Rob Merriman, Anthony Shutes (Chair) and Kevin Sloan. 

24/25 095  To consider and approve apologies for absence.   

The Council received and approved apologies for absence from Cllrs Band, Gibbs, Howard, 
Knight, Lavender and Sobek. 

24/25 096  Wonersh Parish Code of Conduct – Declarations of disclosable interests.  

There were no declarations of disclosable interests. 

24/25 097  Open meeting for members of the public to raise matters with the Council.  

There were no members of the public present. 

24/25 098  To consider and approve the minutes of the Council meeting held on 11 
July 2024.  

The Council resolved to approve these, and they were duly signed by Cllr Shutes. 

24/25 099  To consider the advice received from Waverley Borough Council regarding 
the Willow Tree on the Duck Pond Green in Shamley Green and approve 
next steps. 

The Clerk updated the Council as to the action to follow up with the Landowner for permissions 
and advice as to the other actions agreed at the 11 July 2024 Council Meeting.  This included 
an on-site meeting with two Waverley Borough Council Officers, Tuesday 23 July 2024, 2-3pm.  
The following advice and recommendations were noted by the Clerk.  These were agreed with 
Cllr Howard, who was in attendance, prior to submission to Waverley Borough Council and 
have in turn been verified by a Waverley Borough Council Officer. 

“For context, we had some general discussion around the leases where it was 
recognised that this was a senior management and /or leadership level at Waverley 
Borough Council.  We noted that at present the Parish Council had accepted 
responsibility for grass cutting and ditches in advance of all / any parties signing, not 
trees.  An exception was being recommended for this tree at the September Parish 
Council meeting due to levels of concern and the need to respond. 
 

Advice:  

• Waverley have a policy of not having benches in the drop zone of trees and longer 
grass / scrub will assist in managing access to allow the tree to remain. 
Recommendation: move the bench and allow the grass to grow up. 

• Summer branch drop is the likely cause of the limb dropping, it is an unavoidable 
risk, and we are looking to manage not remove avoidable risk - removing all risk = 
removing all trees = other local and wider risks. 

• The tree is recovering well, and deadwood is typically present in trees - the 
deadwood near where the branch fell might be related to the change in exposure but 
as a whole the tree is doing well. 
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• Recommendation: A light crown reduction, to the points where this has been 
done previously, to maintain a compact form with more extensive works on 
the lower, longer limb.   

• The timing best suited to works on willows was late September / early October and 
this was reasonable given other actions required. 

• This is a conservation area; the commissioning authority needs to go through 
the planning process prior to doing any tree works. 

• Suggestions were made regarding planting new trees and the expectations around 
this on species and positions. As a conservation area, willows are to be expected in 
this area so these should be included in the species selected (more generally c30% 
native, c30% naturalised and c30% exotic was the recommended mix mindful of 
climate change) 

• Public information / instruction viewed as more conducive than consultation in this 
instance in order to comply with expert and qualified opinions. 

• Recommendation: there is no immediate requirement to cordon off the area 
but to work to a reasonable timescale. 

• The proposed timescales and actions are: 
 

Action: Clerk to speak to Charterhouse Tree Care for a quote for tree works and 
submission to WBC Planning, with specs being agreed with the WBC Officer. 

Routine Maintenance Contractor to remove bench August/September for this to 
be repositioned in the Autumn in conjunction the Pond Maintenance Contractor. 

Cllr Howard and the Clerk to work with all stakeholders and bring suggestions to 
the Council for the position of the bench. 

Parish Council to consider quote for tree works to the willow at the next Council 
Meeting (12th September) with a view to works being completed late September / 
early October. 

Cllr Howard to update and manage expectations of the local residents who are 
welcome to attend the Council Meeting / communicate with Clerk in advance of 
the meeting.” 

The Clerk noted the variations to the above schedule, specifically: 

To progress the works to the recommended schedule, the request to Waverley Borough 
Council Planning for tree works in a conservation area needs to be submitted imminently.  To 
do this Charterhouse Tree Care, who are on the Council’s Schedule of regular payments due, 
require an accepted quote.  As the quote received for £680 (+VAT) for the works and £50 
(+VAT) for the submission to planning was within the joint limits of the Chair and Clerk this had 
been approved under delegated authority.  The Clerk was keen to verify this at Council at the 
earliest opportunity and confirm that this could be progressed with consideration of the context 
regarding responsibilities.  It was noted that other responsibilities for trees would be transferred 
to Wonersh Parish Council for the open commons once leases had been signed by both 
parties. The Council resolved to approve payment for works to the willow near the duck pond 
in Shamley Green. 
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Action: Clerk to confirm this with Charterhouse Tree Care and Waverley Borough 
Council Officers. 

There was further discussion as to whether moving the bench was necessary and, to the 
contrary, whether the area should be cordoned off in the meantime.  The Clerk advised that 
the Council continue to follow expert advice, including Waverley Borough Council’s advice, as 
the responsible landowner, on each of these which the majority accepted.  It was requested 
that the removal of the bench be brought forward to early August as part of a measured 
response and that the drop zone to remain unmown. 

Action: Clerk to advise Routine Maintenance Contractor to advance this. 

Clerk to advise mowing contractor. 

24/25 100  Dates of future meetings:  

Full Council Meeting:   12 September 2024  
Planning Committee:   22 August, 12 September 2024 
Risk and Audit Committee:  17 October 2024 

These were confirmed. 


