
 
 

   

 

Minutes of the meeting of Wonersh Parish Council held on Thursday 11 July 2024 at 
7.30pm, at the Wonersh Sports Pavilion.     

Present: Cllrs Chris Howard, Ben Knight, Stephen Lavender, Anthony Shutes (Chair) and 

Kevin Sloan.  

In attendance: Lisa Davison, County Councillor Kevin Deanus, Borough Councillor Jane 

Austin and seven members of the public.  

24/25 068  To consider and approve apologies for absence.   

The Council considered and approved apologies from Cllrs Mike Band, Max Gibbs and George 
and Sobek. 

The apologies of Borough Councillor Michael Goodridge were also noted.  

24/25 069  Wonersh Parish Code of Conduct – Declarations of disclosable interests. 

There were no declarations of disclosable interest. 

24/25 070  Open meeting for members of the public to raise matters with the Council.  

There were nine members of the public present, including County Councillor Kevin Deanus 
and Borough Councillor Jane Austin.  Two members had an interest in item 24/25 082, the 
easement request across Wonersh Common, one with an interest in items 24/25 079 and 
tangentially 24/25 080, two directly involved in 24/25 078 and one with an interest and one with 
a general interest in proceedings. 

The key points made in the public session were as follows. 

The applicant for the easement sought clarity on the process subject to Council approval, 
which the Clerk summarised. 

A resident expressed concerns regarding the encroachment of brambles onto the grassed 
common to the rear of the property and it was noted that this had already been a task assigned 
to the Routine Maintenance Contractor as an annual Autumn task, mindful of nesting birds and 
imminent legislation to assist in protecting this.  They also highlighted the increasing presence 
of carex pendula on the common, which was considered by the resident as invasive in this 
context.  It was noted that management options included mowing in advance of the grass self-
seeding or removing the seeds in advance of this.  It was noted that this would be considered 
as part of a wider, holistic consultation in the Autumn, which could then influence budgets for 
the 20424/25 mowing season. 

It was noted that the members of the Barnett Fields Group, specifically the Chair and the 
woodland lead, would be presenting as part of the meeting. 

The Chair brought these items up the agenda in the order mentioned above.  Minutes can be 
found in the original order below. 

County Councillor Kevin Deanus noted that he was in discussion with Cllr Bob Hughes to 
understand better if there was the appetite for HGV restrictions in the Surrey Hills area for the 
roads connecting villages in the Shere and Waverley Eastern Villages Electoral Divisions.  It 
was important that this be explore holistically to avoid the problems being transferred.  The 
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objective being for restrictions similar to those introduced in the Bramley / Hascombe area.  
The time and financial implications of such actions were recognised.   

He noted that there was a small budget available for highways works, which would not extend 
to the works between Wonersh and Shalford but might be of assistance along Stroud Lane.  
The follow up action to arrange a site visit regarding the former was revisited now elections 
had passed, though the state of roads across the County were seen as a limiting factor.   

The Clerk noted that they had followed up on the discussion at the previous meeting to request 
funding for play equipment at Wonersh Playground, as the junior multiplay was likely to require 
removal and replacement to maintain junior provision in the locale. 

Borough Councillor Jane Austin raised the issues with the fuel leaks in Bramley and the local 
and longer-term impacts.  Whilst water restriction have either been lifted or will be shortly, 
following the lining of the water supply pipe to prevent the migration of hydrocarbons into the 
system, fuel vapour remains in underground cavities which is limiting the capability to test and 
repair the telecom infrastructure, which is in turn impacting on systems including but not 
restricted to alarms, health support systems and general internet usage in the area.  The area 
as a whole is now recognised as contaminated land and the impacts of this is wide-reaching. 
Where liability lies is unclear and complex and there are implications for Asda, as this is 
explored. 

Parish Councillors raised the onwards sale of St John’s Seminary by the developers and 
expressed concern regarding the cost implications to the developer of the delays with the 
signing the Section 1.06 agreement, which stood to deliver benefits to the community in its 
current form.  In their roles are Borough Councillors Jane and Kevin said they could explore 
this further within the Planning Authority.   

Action: Clerk to follow up with Borough Councillors. 

Parish Councillors also raised the listing of the United Reformed Church in Wonersh as it 
would anticipate that the church would cease to operate there based on the small size of the 
congregation. 

24/25 071  To consider and approve the minutes of the Council meeting held on 13 
June 2024.  

These were approved and the minutes were signed by Cllr Shutes. 

24/25 072  To receive progress reports about matters previously considered and 
approved by the Council.  

Cllr Shutes raised recent correspondence with the Diocese regarding next steps for the closed 
burial ground wall and with the Parochial Church Council regarding exploratory work for 
buttressing the wall between Wonersh House and St John the Baptist Church.  The Council 
noted the decision made at Risk and Audit to pursue a heritage fence further prior to 
alternatives and noted the outstanding action to the meet with the vicar and church warden to 
discuss this further.  The Clerk noted that follow up actions from this meeting may require a 
extraordinary council meeting during August and it was proposed that this was best placed to 
follow a Planning Committee Meeting, if these were to be quorate. 

Cllr Lavender raised the delay in the redevelopment of Wonersh Village Centre and the Pepper 
Pot given the sale of St John’s Seminary.  This would mean a resultant delay in replacing the 
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fingerpost removed for safety reasons from the top of the Pepper Pot.  It was agreed that 
funding for this will be explored primarily with the Wonersh Foundation and that approval of the 
replacement will be sought at the next Council Meeting. 

Action: Clerk and Cllr Lavender to explore the costs and funding options for the 
fingerpost replacement. 

Clerk to include on the next Council Meeting agenda. 

24/25 073  To consider and approve the minutes of the Risk and Audit Committee 
meeting held on 20 June 2024. 

These were considered and approved and were duly signed by Cllr Sloan. 

24/25 074  To receive the approved the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 30 
May 2024. 

These were received. 

24/25 075  Finance – to consider and approve the following:   

(a) The list of payment and receipt vouchers in June 2024  
(b) The end-June 2024 financial statement 
(c) The reconciliation of accounts, completed by non-signatories 

The Council resolved to approve these, and the reconciliation of accounts were signed by Cllr 
Knight, who was in attendance. 

24/25 076  Finance – to note receipt of: 

(a) Hire fees for use of open spaces £31.80 (less 50% paid to 

WCC) 

(b) Administration fee for the easement application of £627. 

(c) 50% mowing costs received from Wonersh Cricket Club of 
£268.80. 

These were noted. 

24/25 077  To receive an update from the Barnett Fields Group on proposed land 
management, including woodland management plans, and associated 
fund-raising plans, and approve next steps. 24/25 075 (d) to consider and 
approve payment of £135.72 to Landmark Trading for "Tree Cutting” signs. 24/25 
075 (e) to consider and approve payment of up to £8,000 for the proposed land 
management efforts. 

The Barnett Fields Group updated the Council as to the Woodland Plan and the three-year 
plan for the purchased land.  Many of the current actions involves assessing the baseline in 
terms of flora, fauna and wildlife populations.  The Council approved in principle the purchase 
of monitoring equipment for dormouse from a the existing WEAG budget, which will be formally 
minuted at the September Council Meeting. 

The group sought Council approval in principle for a budget to support completion of works 
including but not restricted to, signage, fencing and gates and completion of more complex 
tree works.  It was noted and approved by Council that other funding sources be pursued, such 
as the County Councillor member’s allocation for the signage and requests for residents to 
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donate a gate or tree, publicised through the Parish Magazine and Parish Council Newsletter.  
The group and Council were grateful to Wonersh Fair Committee for fundraising for picnic 
benches.  In relation to the Woodland Management Plan it was noted that some of the 
coppicing and works will produce materials for use on site. 

The Woodland Management Plan centres around actively manage what is there and 
increasing community access in a manner which makes the area increasingly ‘biodiversity 
friendly’.  There are plans for the removal of trees over a ten-year period to provide more 
space for existing trees and improve the quality of these.  The intention is to use recently the 
trained volunteers’ skills and expertise, subject to receipt and approval of risk assessments in 
line with insurer’s requirements for smaller works and bring in contractors for bigger trees, 
such as the plans to monolith a beech. 

Expert advice through the group members and through officers from the Forestry Commission 
and Surrey Wildlife had taken place and been included in the plans, with considerations 
including dead-hedging, ‘random’ mowing to vary the areas being mowed and approaches to 
opening up the woodland with woodland glades and coppicing, plus transition hedging at the 
field margins. 

There was some discussion as to the other organisations which might be able to assist with 
volunteer and other works on the fields, including Merrist Wood, Surrey Wildlife Trust, the 
Surrey Hill Society and Surrey Choices. 

The land has brought together the community on a number of levels including the roles 
volunteers are playing within its management and maintenance and there are plans for wider 
engagement activities, such as bat tours and including the public in a reptile surveys.  The 
importance of having information available on plans to provide context, awareness and action 
was noted and the Clerk was requested to work with the Barnett Field Groups on a webpage – 
the recent information slide created by them was recognised as a strong starting point for this. 

The Council shared their excitement about the plans and resolved to approve these, including 
submitting the Woodland Management Plan to the Forestry Commission.  The Council 
approved the spend of up to £8,000 in principle with delegated responsibility for Cllr Shutes to 
support the Clerk with applications for grants towards these costs. 

It was noted that the next steps included bringing a proposed budget to the September Council 
Meeting.   

Action: Clerk to submit the Woodland Management Plan to the Forestry Commission 

Clerk and Cllr Shutes to explore and apply for grants to support plans. 

Clerk to create webpage and BFG to assist in the population of this. 

Clerk to include the Barnett Hill Fields budget on the September Council Meeting 
agenda 

BFG to progress plans as approved, including submitting budget to Council early 
September. 

24/25 078  To receive feedback on the open space management at Lords Hill and 
approve next steps. 
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Cllr Howard noted the recent correspondence received regarding the management of Lords 
Hill Common, with concerns being raised specific to access, fire concerns, ticks and other 
wildlife and related matters.  There was discussion on each of these elements with a variety of 
points being raised both for and against more regular and extensive mowing and the timing of 
works.  There was appreciation that residents’ opinions were valid and important and the 
response to the earlier September mow would be of interest.   

The Council noted that the management of the commons was something which was flexible 
and would be considered as the Council budgeted in the Autumn with the finer details being 
confirmed by Council.  On this basis it was agreed that consultation would commence in 
September 2024 and the specifics of this were delegated to the Clerk and the Commons 
Working Party, with Cllr Howard leading this locally.  The guidance endorsed by the Open 
Spaces Society, A guide to Community Engagement for those contemplating management on 
Common Land, was recognised as useful in this process.   

An evening meeting at the Shamley Green Community Room to engage with residents in the 
local community further was scheduled for the evening of 19 September 2024 as the first step 
with follow up dates and actions to be scheduled if required.  The presence of Shamley Green 
Councillors was encouraged to inform a full discussion of residents' perspectives at follow up 
Council Meetings. The Clerk would also look to confirm the address of the anonymous 
correspondent, who was invited to the July Council Meeting, to ensure they had the 
opportunity to engage in this consultative approach. 

Action: Clerk to book Shamley Green Community Room for the evening of the 
Consultation Meeting for 19 September 2024.  

Cllr Howard and Clerk to consider the format and resource requirements for the 
September meeting. 

Clerk and Shamley Green Councillors to attend the consultation and any follow up 

meetings. 

Council to consider outcomes when budget-setting and approving future management 

of Lords Hill Common. 

24/25 079  To receive an update on the sale of Gerald’s Wood, including conveyancing 
advice and approve next steps. 

Cllr Shutes updated the Council as to progress made, including discussions regarding any 
conditions of sale.  With reference to the conveyancing paperwork (TR1), to meet the 
description of the rights of way in the maps it’s noted that adaptions are required to the initial 
draft. Plus, a range of questions were raised with legal representatives for clarification on this.  
Should reasonable responses to these questions be received and assurances that conditions 
be met, with appropriate public access being maintained in perpetuity, the Council delegated 
the decision for the confirmation of the TR1 paperwork to the Clerk and Cllr Shutes.  
Otherwise, this TR1 must be returned to Council.   

Action: Clerk to update maps to meet descriptions of the TR1. 

Clerk and Cllr Shutes to follow up on Council queries and to make delegated decisions 
on this subject to Council requirements being met. 

https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/common-purpose/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/common-purpose/
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24/25 080  To confirm the arrangement on the early-September mowing of Lords Hill 
Common and approve next steps. 

The Council received a range of options alongside potential cost increases for bringing forward 
the AEM cut and collect on the WBC common land. With considerations for recommendations 
from Plantlife the Council accepted Option 1a.  To move the mowing for these areas to early 
September, so they are done in advance of the event.  Provided no further mows were 
required, then this would be cost neutral to the Council.  If further mows were required, the 
Council resolved that this should be covered by the resident requesting an earlier than 
scheduled mow. 
Action: Clerk to confirm that residents are willing to cover the any additional costs 
above the Council budget and that these will be avoided. 

Clerk to advise AEM that the cut and collect be brought forward to early September. 

24/25 081  To receive the request from Shamley Green Cricket Club regarding 
additional mows of the Cricket Green and approve next steps. 

The Council noted that the frequency of the cuts of Shamley Green Cricket Club were 

presenting challenges for some Cricket matches and a more regular cut had been proposed.  

The Council approved in principle these could be set up in a similar fashion to the 

arrangements with Wonersh Cricket Club for the Wonersh outfield, more regular cuts with 50% 

of costs being covered by each party.   

Action: Clerk to enquire of Shamley Green Cricket Club’s thoughts on the matter and to 

confirm arrangements with Council, if required.  Use an approach of parity with 

Wonersh Cricket Club if required in the meantime. 

24/25 082  To receive the request from a resident for an easement across Wonersh 
Common to park within the curtilage of their property and approve next 
steps. 

The Council resolved to approve the easement subject to the receipt of a valuation and legal 

advice informing terms and conditions, which would be presented to Council for a final 

decisions.  The Clerk outlined the process associated with this drawing reference to the 

application letter and the requirement that the applicant cover all associated costs and may 

choose to obtain separate legal advice for their personal use also.  It was likely that final 

approvals would include expectations on the materials used in construction and the 

requirement for this to adequately protect underground infrastructure.  The Planning 

requirements for works on common land were also highlighted. 

Action: Clerk to follow up on valuation and legal advice, keeping the resident informed 

of progress. 

Clerk to include consideration of this advice on a future Council Meeting agenda. 

Applicant to pay required costs. 

24/25 083  To consider and approve the updated Financial Regulations and approve 
next steps.  
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Cllr Shutes noted that Officer recommendations had been considered in depth at the Risk and 
Audit Committee meeting and all requests from Council had been included in the proposed 
version of the Financial Regulations.  On that basis the Council resolved to approve these.   

The Clerk noted in that finalising these that the Council might want to consider how tenders are 
dealt with, within the Standing Orders and a review of these could also include the publication 
of draft minutes, as requested in the June Council Meeting.  The Council welcomed these 
suggestions and request that these be presented to the Risk and Audit Committee for review in 
advance of being approved by Council in the Autumn. 

Action: Clerk to update the Financial Regulations on the Council website and other 
points of reference as required. 

Clerk to propose updates to the Council Standing Orders for review by the Risk and 

Audit Committeem, then approval by Council, as included in the respective agendas. 

24/25 084  To receive the annual playground inspection reports and the proposed 
responses and approve next steps. 

Council received these reports and noted the brief review of these at the Risk and Audit 
Committee Meeting in June. Members and the Clerk thanked the Assistant to the Clerk for 
their recommendations for actions to follow up the receipt these reports.  The Council resolved 
to approve these.  The Clerk noted the follow up actions taken with Rhino Play. 

Action: Officers and the Routine Maintenance Contractor to follow up on the approved 
actions. 

Clerk to include any expenditure on future Council Meeting agendas. 

24/25 085  To receive an update on the response to Tree Surveys and approve next 
steps. 

The Clerk noted the following updates: 

1. A quote had been received for the removal of deadwood for a tree on the WPC-
registered segment of Wonersh Parish.   

2. SGN had received copies of the title deeds for Little Acre confirming riparian 
responsibility, which would now be with the new owner. 

3. They were awaiting a response from Waverley Borough Council regarding the tree 
surveys of the leased land. 

4. The response from the tree surveyor of the Willow on WBC-registered common land as 
a follow up from the Risk and Audit Committee Meeting is that there are risks to the tree 
of pollarding that would not be there should the bench be moved. 

The Council noted points 2 and 3, resolved to approve 1 in principle and discussed 4 in more 
detail in order manage risk effectively.   

Councillors expressed concern particularly since the tree had shed a branch the previous year 
and the tree was now imbalanced.  They took the view that the seating / standing area should 
be cordoned off pending consultation on the options for the tree which might include pollarding 
or felling.   

The Clerk referenced the tree surveyor's assessment that this was identified in the report as a 
low-risk hazard, where a response was considered a good management option with no 
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specified response date.  It was suggested that further advice be sought from the WBC tree 
officer as the landowner in an area where the leases were unsigned.   

In preparation for the next steps, it was requested that the Routine Maintenance Contractor 
cordon off the area and Cllr Howard draft a short questionnaire to garner resident views, 
influencing the Parish Council’s follow up actions and these be considered by the Chair, 
Shamley Green Councillors and Waverley Borough Council Officers prior to taking action.  The 
next steps following the cordoning off the area would be to make this available online and 
publicise. 

Action: Cllr Howard to draft document providing context and including a poll of choices. 

Clerk to follow up with Waverley Borough Council for relevant permissions and advice.   

Subject to necessary permissions, Clerk to request that the Routine Maintenance 
Contractor cordon off area on his next visit. 

Clerk to issue and publicise poll targeted at parish residents and include on September 
Council Meeting agenda 

Council to consider on resident views as to options and approve next steps.  

24/25 086  To consider the proposed changes to the licence for a kitchen garden on 
Barnett Hill Fields and approve next steps. 

The Council accepted the proposed changes to the wording in the licence.  The applicant and 
Council officers and members were not able to accurately assess boundaries, so this was 
deferred until the autumn, with the request that the applicant cut back vegetation.  The option 
that this be assessed professionally with the applicant paying any associated costs was noted 
if the above remained inconclusive. 

Action: Clerk to advise the applicant of the Council decision to accept the updated 
wording and defer the mapping of the area until Autumn. 

24/25 087  To receive an update on the Shamley Green Community Room and approve 
next steps. 24/25 075 (f) to consider and approve payment of £95 to DRS 
Electrical for PAT testing. 

The update and decisions were deferred to the September Council Meeting, pending a 

meeting with the WBC Officer.  The Council resolved to approve the payment. 

24/25 088  To receive any further updates from the Risk and Audit Committee and 
approve next steps. 

Cllr Sloan noted the Internal Audit report and the required actions.  The action to review the 

publication scheme will be included on the September Council Meeting agenda.   

Cllr Howard noted the fruitful discussion on the transfer to a gov.uk and the Council confirmed 

that as agreed under 24/25 019 at the May Council Meeting working on the long-term budget 

and then the transfer.gov.uk domain would be a priority in the Assistant to the Clerk’s 

additional hours.  The Council approved specifics included in the Risk and Audit Committee 

Minutes, which were. 

“Assistant to the Clerk to progress this as a project from conception to completion.  The 

Committee took the view that a holistic move, including a new website was advisable, subject 
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to Council approval of a budget.  They requested that the Assistant to the Clerk obtain three 

quotes and consider this whilst agreeing the 2025/26 budget with a view to the continuity 

beyond then.  Then oversee the shift to a .gov.uk domain next financial year.  

Action: Assistant to the Clerk to explore the required budget for a 2025/26 switchover. 

Council to consider as part of budget planning and approval actions." 

24/25 089  To receive recommendations and updates from the Commons Working 
Party – with input from the Wonersh Environmental Advisory Group and 
Shamley Green Environment Group – and approve next steps. 

The Council noted that this would be a good time to schedule a Commons Working Party 
meeting and Wednesday 28 August 7.30pm was agreed, with all Councillors encouraged to 
attend and leads for local environment groups as applicable. 

Cllr Howard noted that the weevils had been applied to the Brickies Pond and it was 
recognised that the Azolla might take time to respond, through this was being monitored.  The 
Shamley Green Environment Group were meeting shortly, and they would discuss matters 
raised on this agenda and other ongoing activities. 

WEAG / BFG activities in Wonersh had largely been discussed above and there were more 
volunteer days planned, focussing on the removal of ragwort.  There was some discussion and 
general support for the installation of the naturecam in Healy’s Wood. 

Action: Councillors to attend the Commons Working Party Meeting and bring 

recommendations to the September Council Meeting. 

24/25 090  To receive an update on the production of the Parish Council Summer 
newsletter and approve next steps. 

It was agreed that September would be a good time for the Parish Newsletter to be issued and 
this would be worked on by all Councillors and the Clerk July and August. 

Action: Councillors and the Clerk to populate the newsletter.  

Cllr Lavender to coordinate its production. 

24/25 091  To receive any risk assessments for voluntary works and note expected 
forthcoming ones for Council consideration. 

It was noted that the Guides were intending to join the next litter pick on Wonersh Common 

and it was request that the Clerk circulate the Guides paperwork upon receipt for Council 

verification. 

Action: Clerk to circulate paperwork. 

Detailed risk assessments meeting the requirements of the Council’s insurers were expected 

before the BFG commenced tree works within the scope of the two members capability and 

training. 

Action: Clerk to include on the Council Meeting agenda. 

24/25 092  To receive the summary of suggested actions responding to the weekly 
playground inspection reports and approve next steps 
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24/25 093  Members’ business and correspondence for noting or including on a future 
agenda.   

The submission of Planning Application for the Arbuthnott Hall was imminent and the Clerk 
was requested that the Council’s position on commenting be confirmed with the Surrey 
Association of Local Councils prior to discussion given decisions around the Public Works 
Loan Board Loan and that some Councillors are also trustees. 

Correspondence regarding the Fire Service Consultation was noted, and this was recognised 
as having a deadline in advance of the next Council Meeting.  There was some concern raised 
about the lack of a full-time service in the area though it was noted there were areas where 
coverage was more challenging in practice.  Councillors were encouraged to respond 
personally and outside their role as Councillor. 

There was further interest in the redevelopment of the Pepper Pot and village centre area 

given changes in the timescales for development of St John’s Seminary, which the developers 

are selling on.  It was requested as an agenda item in the Autumn with the place-making 

function of the street design and all bordering this area, including the village shop. 

24/25 094  Dates of future meetings:  

Full Council Meeting:   12 September 2024  
Planning Committee:   1 and 22 August, 12 September 2024 
Risk and Audit Committee:  17 October 2024 

These were confirmed subject to the August Planning Committee Meetings being quorate. 


