
 
 

   
 

Minutes of the meeting of Wonersh Parish Council held on Thursday 13 June 2024 at 
7.30pm, at the Wonersh Sports Pavilion.     

Present: Cllrs Stephen Lavender, Anthony Shutes (Chair) and Kevin Sloan.  

In attendance: Lisa Davison, County Councillor Kevin Deanus and one member of the public.  

24/25 032  To consider and approve apologies for absence.  

The Council considered and approved apologies for absence from Cllrs Mike Band, Max 
Gibbs, Chris Howard, Ben Knight, Rob Merriman and George Sobek.  

24/25 033  To consider and approve the extended absence from Council and 
Committee meetings for Cllr Mike Band.   

The Council resolved to approve the reason for Cllr Band’s extended absence from meetings, 
as communications suggested that the third of the land asset transfer leases would be ready 
for signing over the summer.    

24/25 034  Wonersh Parish Code of Conduct – Declarations of disclosable interests. 

Cllr Lavender noted a non-pecuniary interest in the the Wonersh Bowls Club, considered under 
24/25 055.     

24/25 035  Open meeting for members of the public to raise matters with the Council.  

County Councillor Kevin Deanus and one member of the public in their capacity as the Clerk to 
Wonersh United Charities was present.  The Clerk to Wonersh United Charities shared a little 
about the role of the funds available to local residents and noted an interest in 24/25 045, 
which the Chair moved up the agenda. 

With reference to item 24/25 054, which was brought up the agenda, County Councillor 
Deanus responded to Parish Council concerns regarding the B2181 between Wonersh and 
Shalford and also the road surfacing along stroud lanes.  Further details and approved actions 
are included under the agenda item.  The Clerk thanked Cllr Deanus for his assistance in 
resolving the issues with the sign above the Pepperpot in Wonersh.  There was further 
discussion reagrding how the section 1.06 money can assist in advancing the larger works 
around the Pepperpot and the Wonersh Village improvements. 

Fund in the Your Fund Surrey pot were still available for smaller and larger projects and the 
Council’s initial response to this is considered under 224/25 051 with regards to the Wonersh 
Playground and the replacement of the junior multiplay. 

.24/25 036 To consider and approve the minutes of the Annual Council meeting held 
on 9 May 2024.  

The Council resolved to approve the minutes of the Annual Council Meeting with the small 
addition of the italicised text to 24/25 022: 

Cllr Shutes provided a brief update as to the Surrey County Council position on the Public 
Rights and Way and the requirement for a safety audit as to the entry / exit points.   [Update: 
The council resolved to approve a fallback position with legal agreements between the Council 
and purchaser should the Public Rights of Way not be granted by Surrey County Council.] 

Cllr Shutes signed the minutes.  
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24/25 037  To receive progress reports about matters previously considered and 
approved by the Council.  

The Clerk requested instruction from the Council as to whether a zoom meeting was 
considered necessary with respect to the legal advice on the Closed Burial Ground Wall.  
Council cofirmed it was not at this point. 

The Clerk noted the queries raised by the resident with respect to the licence for the kitchen 
garden on Barnett Hill Fields.  The Council held their original position on this and noted the 
meeting planned with the resident and the inclusion of the matter on the Risk and Audit 
Committee meeting agenda the following week. 

The Clerk noted that the Lords Hill and Wonersh Common leases and associated plans were 
to be signed imminently by Cllrs Band and Howard with respect to the former and Cllrs Band 
and Shutes with respect to the latter, witnessed by them.  Some progress was being made by 
Waverley Borough Council. 

24/25 038  To receive the approved the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 9 
May 2024. 

These were received by Council. 

24/25 039 Finance – to consider and approve the following:   

(a) The list of payment and receipt vouchers in May 2024  
(b) The end-May 2024 financial statement 
(c) The reconciliation of accounts, completed by non-signatories 
(d) The updated schedule of due payments over the present 

financial year which arise on a regular basis as authorised 
under the Council’s Financial Regulations 

(e) Payment of £153 to Waverley Borough Council and to note the 
associated reduction in the elections allocated reserves. 

The council resolved to approve these, with the exception of (c) as the Councillors in this role 
were not in attendance. 

24/25 040  Finance – to note receipt of: 

(a) Cranleigh Lions donation £3,506 towards the basket swing at Lords 

Hill Playground 

(b) Wonersh Foundation from SGEG funds of £1,215 for Azolla treatment 
(c) VAT rebate £2,851.65 
(d) Hire of Wonersh common outfield £31.80 – 50% paid to Wonersh 

Cricket Club 

These were noted.  The Council formally thanked Cranleigh Lions for the difference they are 
making locally. 

24/25 041  Annual Governance and Accountability Return: To receive the internal 
auditors report and approve next steps.  24/25 039 (f) to consider and 
approve payment of £126.80 to Mulberry and Co for Internal Audit services. 

The Council received the reports and delegated a review of progress against actions to the 
Risk and Audit Committee.  They noted that these were minimal and thank Council Officers for 
their efforts on this aspect of Council governance. 
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Action: Clerk to include on Risk and Audit Committee agenda and to progress 
recommendations in advance of the meeting. 

24/25 042  Annual Governance and Accountability Return (Part 3) 2023/24: To receive 
and approve Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement.  

The Council resolved to approve these, and it was duly signed by the Chair to the Council. 

24/25 043  Annual Governance and Accountability Return (Part 3) 2024/25: To 
consider and approve Section 2 – Accounting Statement. 

The Council resolved to approve these, and it was duly signed by the Chair to the Council and 
the Clerk. 

24/25 044  To note the exercise of public rights to take place from 17 June 2024 - 26 
July 2024. 

The Council noted this. 

Clerk to include the full Internal Audit report and the paperwork included under agenda 
items 24/25 041-044, plus the Explanation of Variance, on the Council website. 

Clerk to include the paperwork considered in agenda items 24/25 041-044 on the 
Council noticeboards. 

Clerk to submit the required paperwork to PKF Littlejohn as the external auditors and 
work with the Assistant to the Clerk to respond to queries. 

24/25 045  To consider and approve the appointment of a representative trustee of 
Wonersh United Charities (WUC) by the Council. 

The Council resolved to appoint Lady Penny Kirkwood to the Wonersh United Charities and 
requested that succession is considered. 

Cllr Kevin Deanus explored options to support Wonersh United Charities, but this was felt not 
beneficial in this context. 

Action: Clerk to advise the Clerk to Wonersh United Charities by email. 

24/25 046 To consider and approve observations about the following planning 
applications, or amendments to planning applications, submitted to 
Waverley Borough Council (WBC): 

Planning Application WA/2024/00934 - Valid From 16/05/2024 

LAND BETWEEN CRANLEIGH WATERS AND STANTONS WHARF, 
SOUTH EAST SIDE OF STATION ROAD, BRAMLEY, GUILDFORD. 

Construction of a vehicular access and associated works. 

Objection. Wonersh Parish Council strongly objects to this planning 
application, noting the location is on the Bramley/Wonersh Parish Boundary. 

1. The land is not suitable for the proposed infrastructure, or any development, 
as it is located on the immediate flood plain, which is known to flood most 
years. 

2. The land is important for biodiversity and wildlife, with a large variety of 
species including Badgers and Kingfishers, which will be impacted by the 

https://planning360.waverley.gov.uk:4443/planning/search-applications?civica.query.FullTextSearch=cranleigh%20waters#VIEW?RefType=GFPlanning&KeyNo=542927&KeyText=Subject
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construction of an elevated access road and its subsequent use. The Parish 
Council also question the need for permanent access for irregular woodland 
management and recognise this is likely to be the initial tactic to seek 
development planning permission. 

3. Specifically, the land is partly designated ancient woodland and also 
designated a Biodiversity Opportunity Area (BOA) - it is River BOA (R04) River 
Wey (plus tributaries) incorporating the habitats of Floodplain Grazing Marsh, 
Lowland Meadows, Wet Woodland, Urban. 

4.The proposed expansion of the Surrey Hills AONB (National Landscapes) will 
extend to Cranleigh Waters - the applicant land is on the flood plain of 
Cranleigh Waters and should have the added benefit of AONB designated 
protection 

Action: Clerk to submit to Waverley Borough Council. 

24/25 047  To consider the priorities for the allocation of neighbourhood and strategic 
CIL in the Parish and approve next steps. 

The Council considered how CIL is signposted to other organisation and also the Council 
priorities for community facilities, resilience, safety and placemaking.  The Council delegated to 
the Planning Committee to explore further across the parish and to make recommendations to 
Council. 

Action: Planning Committee to consider CIL priorities and make recommendations to 
Council. 

24/25 048  To receive an update on the sale of Gerald’s Wood and associated actions 
and approve next steps.  24/25 039 (g) to consider and approve payment of 
£300 for materials to meet the SCC requirements for surfacing on the steps. 

Cllr Shutes updated the Council as to the progress made with the sale of and ensuring public 
access to Gerald’s Wood.  The Council welcomed the updates regarding the developing Public 
Rights of Way and approved the funds from the WEAG budget allocations.  It was noted that 
signage and maps were being considered but there were other priorities at present.   

Most importantly the Council confirmed that they approved the Terms of Sales and highlighted 
the importance of the transfer of expectation of openness and access to the public for all future 
owners under a covenant.  

Action: Clerk to confirm the Council approval with legal representative. 

24/25 049  To consider further the access from Wonersh Village to Gerald’s Wood and 
approve next steps. 

Improving the access from Wonersh to Gerald’s Wood was aspirational for the Parish Council 

and the Council.  Given the apparent expense of providing a pavement on this side of The 

Street, the option to introduce a footpath on the Section 9 land was mooted.  There was 

support in principle for this option, and a decision will be made once further information on the 

practicalities and cost was available.  It was approved that the Clerk will explore the steps to 

achieve this if it is an option and initial ideas on costings will be researched. 
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Action: Clerk and Cllr Shutes to explore the practicalities of introducing a path across 

the section 9 land. 

24/25 050  To receive the response from the Department for Levelling up, Housing and 
Communities regarding the PWLB loan extension request and approve next 
steps. 

The Clerk share the positive update from DLUHC regarding the extension to the drawdown 
period of the loan.  The Council confirmed this extension. 

Action: Clerk to confirm the Council response with the Department for Levelling up, 
Housing and Communities. 

24/25 051  To receive an update on the Parish playgrounds rejuvenation, including 
allocations of financial spend, and approve next steps. 24/25 039 to consider 
and approve (h) payment of £250 for the post installation inspections of the items 
installed in Lords Hill Playground and (i) payment of £17,306 to Rhino Play for 
the installation of equipment. 

The Clerk noted that phase 1 of the Lords Hill Playground Installation was completed and that 
the funding sources were as follows: 

• £10,000 Your Fund Surrey 

• £3,506 Cranleigh Lions  

• £3,800 Neighbourhood CIL 

A Disability Discrimination Act compliant roundabout and a basket swing was installed at this 
stage.  The Council noted the value of the Post Installation inspections and noted the concerns 
regarding the incorrect installation of the the safety features on the basket swing, which would 
lead to excessive wear of the chains. 

Action: Clerk to follow up with the Playgrounds Installation Company. 

Fundraising continues for phase 2, which has included contributions from the Wonersh 
Foundation, local residents and Shamley Green Village Association and this will include 
installation of two climbing structures for a range of ages and some stepping logs. 

Regarding the Wonersh Playground it was noted that fundraising was ongoing for the junior 
multiplay item and confirmed the intention to apply for a £10,000 contribution for this from the 
Surrey County Council Your Fund Surrey.   

Action: Clerk to apply to Your Fund Surrey for a contribution to the Junior Multiplay. 

24/25 052  To receive the tree survey for WBC registered common land to be leased 
and an update on the neighbouring residents’ response to the WPC tree 
survey and approve next steps. 

The Clerk raised the Tree Hazard Assessment for the land to be leased and noted the 
recommendation that the Council consider moving a bench.  The Council requested that this 
be delegated to Risk and Audit for further consideration based on the attendees to the Council 
Meeting and their interests. 

Action: Clerk to include on Risk and Audit Agenda. 

The Clerk noted that once leases are signed we are required to ensure surveying of the 
wooded areas are completed by Waverley Borough Council under the SLA. 



 

 

Page 6 of 9 
 

Action: Clerk to contact Waverley Borough Council Officer to explore how this is best 
achieved. 

The Clerk noted that there are works outstanding from the Wonersh Parish Council survey, 

within the area the Council is responsible and confirmed that they will contact a tree surveyor 

and look to progress the works in the Autumn. 

Action: Clerk to request quotes for these works. 

The title deeds in the files confirmed the riparian rights of the Little Acre owners and it was 

noted that a sale had progressed here. The Clerk had highlighted the importance of making 

sure legal representative involved in the sale are aware of this.  The Council confirmed this 

position. 

Action: Clerk to confirm the Council position with the owner(s). 

24/25 053  To receive recommendations and updates from the Commons Working 
Party – with input from the Wonersh Environmental Advisory Group and 
Shamley Green Environment Group – and approve next steps. 

Cllr Shutes noted the planned activities including ragwort removal days, which will be 
undertaken wuth already approved risk assessments. 

24/25 054  To receive updates on highway issues of local concerns and approve next 
steps. 

Cllr Deanus confirmed that Surrey County Council had filled a high number of potholes along 
the B2128 between Wonersh and the Shalford.   The Council confirmed that whilst potholes 
were part of the issue the concern related to the poor quality of the surfacing along this route 
and spot repairs are not sufficient to reslolve this. It was recommended that Cllr Deanus call a 
site visit with Parish Councillors present to consider and include this stretch of road in a list of 
horizon projects, so this can be considered more holistically in a manner which provides best 
value to residents and road users across a range of modes.  This was delegated to Wonersh 
Councillors. 

Action: Clerk to follow up with Cllr Deanus on arranging a site visit to include Parish 
Councillors. 

Cllr Sloan raised issues with the road surfacing of Stroud Lane and noted that the online 
reporting link did not sufficiently cover the extent of the issue.  Over a stretch of road, the 
edges of the tarmac and also the verges were being eroded.  Each were contributing to 
drainage problems and localised flooding, with large holes being obscured during wet weather.  
The land ownership and responsiblity issues were recognised here and concerns were 
expressed regarding the lack of clear resolution here, contributing to dangerous driving 
conditions. 

Action: Cllr Sloan to report online and share the details with Cllr Deanus with some 
accompanying photographs and further explanation of the issues as required. 

24/25 055  To receive the request from the Wonersh Bowls Club for grant funding and 
approve next steps. 

Cllr Lavender raised the request from the Wonersh Bowls Club for a contribution from the 
Parish Council to assist with access to the Bowls Club Pavilion which is being redeveloped.  
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The Council requested that the Clerk signpost the possibility for strategic CIL funding and 
provide paperwork for the Bowls Club to apply for a portion of the £1,000 grants allocation 
allocated in the Council 2024/25 budget. 

Action: Clerk to follow up with Bowls Club. 

24/25 056  To consider Officer and Councillor attendance at the 10am-12midday 10 
July 2024 Surrey Association of Local Councils Net-walking event and 
approve next steps. 24/25 039 (i) to consider and approve payment of up to 
£150 for attendance (£15 per person). 

It was noted that the workload permitting that the Clerk would like to attend this. 

Action: Councillors to advise the Clerk if they would like to attend also. 

24/25 057  To receive the offer from the Surrey Hill Society for corporate groups to 
volunteer in the parish, with tasks such as ragwort removal and approve 
next steps. 

It was noted that on this occasion the Surrey Hill Society had selected an alternative 
destination for the corporate group to volunteer.  The Parish Council noted that they would 
welcome other groups in the future.  

24/25 058  To receive the request from a resident on the early-September mowing of 
Lords Hill Common and approve next steps. 

The Council resolved to approve this provided there was no additional cost to residents nor 
impact on the Council budget. 

Action: Clerk to advise resident, including details of the terms under which this can be 
approved. 

Clerk to include on the July Council Meeting minutes to confirm arrangments with 
contractor. 

24/25 059  To receive a request from a resident to hold a charity football event on 
Shamley Green Common and approve next steps. 

The Clerk noted that this is no longer required. 

24/25 060  To consider the Parish Council and associated organisations 
representation at the Wonersh Fair and approve next steps. 

The Council plans to be represented at the Wonersh Village fair generally and with respect to 
Wonersh Connections and the playground fundraising was noted.  The importance of 
Councillors being involved was also appreciated. 

Action: Wonersh Councillors to actively participate in Wonersh Fair if and when 
available. 

Future events, such as ‘Know your Wonersh’ scheduled for October, and the coordination of 
this was also discussed.  And, in assocation with Wonersh Connections payment for the 
website hosting for the next two years was confirmed.  Officers noted that this being included 
in future budgets would be useful if it is something the Council would like to do longer term. 

Action: Council to consider and budget for such expenditure. 
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24/25 061  To receive an update following the annual assembly and approve next 
steps.  

Councillors discussed the next steps following the annual assembly and highlighted the 
importance of an audio system and effective projector for future assemblies and presentations.  
There was some challenges with attendees hearing presenters and seeing the information 
presented. 

Action: Council to consider and progress in advance of future presentations and the 
annual assembly.   

The communication regarding Gerald’s Wood confirming the Council’s approach to 
consultation was noted and the potential from learn from such feedback, as consultation was 
extensive.  

24/25 062  To consider the content and production of Parish Council Summer 
newsletter and approve next steps. 

The importance of sharing details of Parish Council acitivities with the wider public was noted 

and Cllr Lavender agreed to start the Parish Council Summer newsletter with all Councillors 

and Working Party leads contributing. 

Action: Councillors to contibute to the summer newsletter. 

24/25 063 To consider further communications from the Parish Council and approve 
next steps.  

The Clerk enquired as to whether any of the matters considered in this meeting should be 

shared through other mediums.  The Council requested that draft minutes be shared and there 

was approval in principle for this action.  This would require an update in the standing orders 

and the Clerk can include this on a future Council Meeting agenda. An additional option is 

trialling sharing details of the forthcoming meetings via the mailing list and social media. 

Action: Clerk to share the agendas through the mailing list and on Facebook on a trial 

basis. 

Clerk to include updating the standing orders on a future Council Meeting agenda. 

24/25 064  To receive any signed off risk assessments for voluntary works and note 
expected forthcoming ones for Council consideration. 

The activities taking place under existing approvals were noted by all.  Cllr Shutes raised the 
expectation that limited treeworks are likely to be proposed for completion by trained 
volunteers involved in the Barnett Fields Group.  Part of their risk assessment will include the 
use of adequate and informative signage and it was requested that this be purchased for these 
purposes.  This expenditure was approved and will be noted on a future Council Meeting 
agenda. 

Action: Assistant to the Clerk to purchase tripod signage. 

Clerk to include on future Council Meeting Agenda. 

Barnett Fields Group to submit appropriate risk assessments to Wonersh Parish 
Council as and when works exceed those under pre-approved assessments. 
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24/25 065  To receive the summary of suggested actions responding to the weekly 
playground inspection reports and approve next steps. 

The Clerk noted that works were ongoing and largely effective and that the annual playground 

inspection reports were expected imminently and include on the Risk and Audit Committee 

agenda in the first instance. 

Action: Clerk to include on the future Council Meeting agenda to confirm next steps in 

responding to the annual inspection reports on each of the playgrounds. 

24/25 066  Members’ business and correspondence for noting or including on a future 
agenda.   

Councillors requested that the following be considered at future Council Meeting: 

• The Barnett Field Group Woodland Plans – July so plans can be progressed in the 
Autumn 

• The Arbuthnot Hall Plans 

• The draft budget of the Cricket Club – the Clerk noted that related matters are on the 
Risk and Audit Committee agenda. 

• The potential for a footpath to Chinthurst 

The correspondence regarding the Heritage Features in the Parish from Waverley Borough 
Council was noted and delegated to the Planning Committee to explore further. 

Action: Clerk to include each on appropriate agendas. 

Councillors to highlight which of these are time sensitive. 

24/25 067  Dates of future meetings:  

Full Council Meeting:   11 July 2024  

Planning Committee:   20 June and 11 July 2024 

Risk and Audit Committee:  20 June 2024 

These were confirmed. 


