
 
 

 

Minutes of the meeting of Wonersh Parish Council held on Thursday 12 October 2023 at 
7.30pm, at the Wonersh Sports Pavilion.     

Present: Cllrs Mike Band, Chris Howard, Max Gibbs, Stephen Lavender, Anthony Shutes 
(Chair) and Kevin Sloan. 

In attendance: Lisa Davison, County Councillor Kevin Deanus and Borough Councillor Jane 

Austin.  

23/24 135     To consider and approve apologies for absence.   

The Council considered and approved apologies from Cllr Ben Knight and Rob Merriman. 

23/24 136     Wonersh Parish Code of Conduct – Declarations of disclosable interests.  

There were no declarations of disclosable interest. 

23/24 137     Open meeting for members of the public to raise matters with the Council.  

There were three members of the public present, two with an interest in 23/24 150 and 23/24 
151 and one with a general interest.   

County Councillor Kevin Deanus and Borough Councillor Jane Austin were in attendance.  
Borough Councillor Jane Austin noted the Council Meeting planned at Waverley.  The Officer 
vacancies at the Borough Council were noted, included in leadership roles.  The possible 
implications of the six-month closure of Amlets Lane in Cranleigh was noted. 

[Cllr Gibbs arrived.] 

Cllr Deanus updated the Parish Council on the works to Stroud Lane and the repair will be 
made by the County Council and charged to the Borough Council.  It was noted that there will 
be disruption to the route for some time.   

Cllr Deanus noted that the Surrey County Council Officer responding to the St John Seminary 
development had suggested that everything was progressing as planned with respect to the 
recommendations.  The Council confirmed their view as what was proposed. 

Cllr Deanus noted that the maps for mowing requested by the Clerk were not readily available 
as these are under review for the whole area.  The request to resolve the issues in Lords Hill 
were received and will be responded to in the general course of work. 

Cllr Deanus updated on the progress of the review of 20mph strategy.  An informal select 
committee of key stakeholders, explored support for an updated policy, which emphasises the 
requirements in rural areas, villages and areas around schools.  The emphasis on a Surrey 
Policy which recognises the local context and challenges was celebrated.  Following the 
process through Committee / Council a January public consultation is expected, where local 
support will be vital for plans to proceed. Next Easter this should be adopted and progressed.  
It was noted that this will simplify the process required for 20mph speed limits and zones to be 
implemented.  

Cllr Howard noted the issues around Woodhill Lane and in this context, Cllr Deanus noted that 
this was a Police offence.  Cllr Lavender expressed continued concerns as to the surfacing of 
the B2128 between Wonersh and the boundary with Guildford.  A member of the public 
echoed the Council concerns. 

Action: Clerk to contact Cllr Deanus with details of where the road was of concern.  
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Later in the meeting the matter of the overnight movement of lorries to Woodhill Sandpit was 

raised.  This was seen as difficult point to respond to within existing legislative and political 

structures, with Environmental Health being the most likely approach to counter this at present, 

though Guildford Borough Council and Waverley Borough Council Enforcement would have an 

increasing role as developments progress.  

23/24 138     Co-option of Parish Councillors to current vacancies. 

(a) Wonersh Ward (1 vacancy). 

The Council deferred this to the next Council Meeting pending further information from 
applicants. 

23/24 139     To consider and approve the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 14 
September 2023.  

The Council resolved to approve these, and Cllr Shutes duly signed the minutes. 

23/24 140     To receive progress reports about matters previously considered and 
approved by Council. 

Cllr Shutes provided a brief update on matters previously considered.  Follow up actions and 
reminders of outstanding actions were as follows. 

Action: Clerk to advise Church Warden of the requirement to extend permissions to 

cordon off the unstable closed burial ground / Wonersh House / former vicarage wall to 

ensure public safety. 

Clerk to follow up with Wonersh House and Hockley and Dawson regarding the advice 

on the closed burial ground wall. 

Clerk and Cllr Shutes to respond to the Farnborough Airport consultation 

23/24 141     To consider and approve the minutes of the Risk and Audit Committee 
Meeting held on 21 September 2023. 

The Council resolved to approve these.  Cllr Band requested a version of the minutes with 
page numbers prior to signing. 

Action: Clerk to provide a copy of these minutes with page numbers. 

23/24 142     To consider and approve the minutes of the Personnel Committee Meeting 
held on 28 September 2023. 

The Council resolved to approve these, and Cllr Howard duly signed the minutes. 

23/24 143     To receive the approved minutes of the Planning Committee Meetings held 
on 10 August, 31 August and 21 September 2023. 

These were noted. 

23/24 144     Finance – to consider and approve the following:   

(a) the list of payment and receipt vouchers in September 2023. 
(b) the end-June and end-July 2023 financial statement.  
(c) Payment of up to £274.00 to the play inspections company for the 

annual inspections (£90 of which is for accompanied visits). 
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(d) Payment of £90.00 Parish Online, Digital mapping service annual 
subscription. 

(e) Payment of £65.48 staff travel expenses.  

The Council resolved to approve this including the accompanied visit for the playground 
inspections, with reference to the new equipment. 

Action: Clerk to confirm with Play Inspections Company Limited. 

23/24 145     Finance – to note receipt of: 

(a) Community room rent. 
(b) £200,000 from the Public Works Loan Board. 

This was noted. 

23/24 146     To receive an update on Barnett Hill Fields and approve next steps. 23/24 
144 To consider and approve (f) payment of £42.97 to Toolstation for purchase 
of chain and lock for new field; (g) £289,535.47 repayment of loan to resident 
(£31,285.34 offset in income from the Wonersh Foundation), as delegated and 
approved by the Risk and Audit Committee; (h) £70.00 PWLB, fee for setting up 
loan; (i) payment of up to £1,005 to Clive Greenland for the regular mowing of 
paths through the Barnett Hill Fields and a year-end flail, to include an additional 
£300 should the land require evening out; and (j) payment of up to £1,000 
interest on the loan from the resident, from when the loan was approved until the 
amounts were repaid. 

Cllr Shutes updated the Council as to the progress made on the fields and Council resolved to 
approve the above expenditure, noting the lower price of the £1,005 to Clive Greenland. Cllr 
Band raised the point that we were bridging the £58,000 also repaid to the resident over the 
£200,000 received from the PWLB.  The Council noted thanks to the residents who are 
assisting, not least to the resident who bridged the loan.  Cllr Shutes looked forward to 
updating the Council as to the outcomes of the first Barnett Hill Fields Working Party meeting 
soon. 

23/24 147     To receive an update on the redevelopment of St John’s Seminary and 

approve next steps.  

The Council noted the Planning Committee proposed response to the redevelopment of St 

John’s Seminary which was generally positive.  The strong feelings around the lack of 

affordable housing had been noted and there was reference to the desire to better understand 

the Surrey County Council’s response on the infrastructure requirements associated with this 

development.  These were considered essential to mitigate the impact of the increased travel 

demands for motorised and non-motorised modes from a range of origins and destinations.   

The Clerk advised the Council that the draft minutes from the Planning Committee Meeting 

had been circulated and points of clarification were welcome in advance of these being 

submitted to the Planning Authority by the end of the week. 

Action: Cllr Shutes to follow up with the Surrey County Council Officer.   

Councillors to confirm comments on the application for the Clerk to submit to Waverley 

Borough Council as the Planning Authority. 
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23/24 148     To receive an update on the Housing Needs Report for the Parish and 

approve next steps. 23/24 144 (k) To consider and approve payment of up to 

£5,000 for the completion of a Housing Needs Survey. 

Cllr Band shared further details of the role of a Housing Needs Survey and the involvement a 

Parish Council would typically have in relation to this.  It was noted that, at present, this would 

not be of benefit to the Parish and that the Council do not accept the desktop report given the 

unknowns. 

Action: Clerk to advise Surrey Community Action.  

23/24 149     To receive updates on the consultation on the proposed sale / purchase of 
Gerald’s Wood and approve next steps. 

Cllr Shutes noted that the proposals from the public consultation shared with the owners and 
were awaiting the formal response from them on these for wider council consideration.  

Action: Clerk to include this on the November Council Meeting agenda. 

23/24 150     To receive updates on the consultation on the proposed installation of the 
cricket nets on Wonersh Common and approve next steps. 

Cllr Shutes updated the Council as to the public meeting on the consultation regarding the 
Cricket Nets and requested a response from Councillors in turn on their thoughts. Cllr Howard 
noted the positive meeting and the support for the cricket club and the Council desire to 
endorse cricket activities at an appropriate level.  The concerns regarding the position, near 
Lawnsmead, was emphasised.  The wider discussion regarding ‘area D’ nearer the Cricket 
Ground and the existing concentration of cricket use in this area was highlighted.  Cllr Band 
noted support for ‘option D’ as a compromise to better meet a range of stakeholder 
requirements.  Cllr Lavender expressed concerns regarding the impact of the nets at 
Lawnsmead on the ambience of the common and the potential impact upon the possibility to 
play football should these nets be installed.  He noted the latter concerns had been allayed 
through the mapping of the pitches, but he still supported the ‘option D’ position more.   Cllr 
Gibbs confirmed agreement and his support for the ‘option D’ position to the east of the cricket 
pitch, closer to the pavilion.  He was particularly supportive of the cricket nets for Wonersh 
Cricket Club but noted near Lawnsmead this could have too great a visual impact as the first 
option.  Cllr Shutes confirmed the Council view to make ‘option D’ work and opened this to the 
members of the Cricket Club. 

The members of Wonersh Cricket Club welcomed the positive response from the public to the 
cricket nets and the opportunity to explore potential positions.  Concerns regarding position D 
were highlighted, specifically, the English Cricket Board guidance and policies in relation to this 
distance requirement between the main square and a net and that funding from the ECB would 
be reliant on this distance being sufficient.  Further details are being provided by the ECB on 
this and the level of flexibility as to the existing square on the distance at which cricket might 
be played was highlighted. 

Action: Clerk to summarise the impact upon trees of the ‘Option D’ location. 

Clerk to include maps as an appendix to the minutes. 

Wonersh Cricket Club to explore the ‘Option D’ location further. 
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23/24 151     To receive the proposal from the Cricket Club on the provision of Football 
facilities for Albury Junior Football Club and approve next steps. 

Cllr Shutes opened the meeting to the Cricket Club members to summarise. 

An update was provided with a September 2024 start date with Albury Football Club having the 
first refusal. This was welcomed by the Council and reference was made to the Memorandum 
of Understanding with respect to this. 

Cllr Howard raised the wider considerations as to management of the pavilion and 
understanding the relationship between the Cricket Club and Parish Council, linked to the 
changes in personnel. 

Action: To meet with key Cricket Club personnel to better understand and agree how 
matters will proceed. 

23/24 152     To receive an update on the Tree Hazard Assessment and approve next 

steps. 

Cllr Shutes closed the meeting to the public and the press based on commercial confidentiality.  

The Council discussed the two quotes received from the three requested and approved the 

one which offered best value.  It was noted that this would offer a differing opinion to the 

previous survey.  [The tender document used the boundaries included in the title deeds and in 

the first instance this will be considered the area for survey.] 

The Clerk noted she had some queries of the proposed contractor and how this related to the 

wooded area on Barnet Hill Fields and whether elements of this would need fencing off again 

once the barbed wire was removed.  It was recognised that the recently coppiced area which 

had been cordoned off may be of lower risk, but unknowns remain for which the Council would 

be liable should anything occur if this area was left open to the public.  

Action: Clerk to follow up with the contractors as to the queries and then the Council 

decision. 

23/24 153     To receive recommendations and updates from the Commons Working 

Party – with input from the Wonersh Environmental Advisory Group and 

Shamley Green Environment Group – and approve next steps.  

It was noted that there had been no Commons Working Party meeting and the voluntary 

activities through Wonersh Environmental Advisory Group and SGEG were ongoing, with risk 

assessments approved at the September Council Meeting.  It was noted that the Commons 

Enhancement Plans from 2014 were still on the website and included the approved policy for 

signage on common land.  An action for the CWP could be to review these. 

Action: Commons Working Party to review the Commons Enhancement Plans with a 

view to update. 

Cllr Howard noted resident concerns regarding the works to the Brickies Pond and proposed 

some approaches to resolve these in the short to medium term.  The Council approved these 

actions including the request for a quote to a provide a chestnut fence to cordon off the areas 

of concern and requested that the ponds maintenance contractor remove the cuttings. 

Action: Clerk to advise resident and to request quote. 
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The Council discussed and noted the recommendations from a resident as to the management 

of the trees and ponds. 

23/24 154     To receive the request for third party tree works and approve next steps. 

The Council noted the requests and approved the Council’s earlier response to these to await 
the results of the next Tree Hazard Assessment. 

Action: Clerk to include on Council Meeting Agenda following the Tree Hazard 
Assessment. 

Clerk to keep residents updated. 

23/24 155     To consider and approve the appraisals of: 

(a) The Assistant to the Clerk.  

(b) The Clerk. 

These were considered and approved.  Councillors thanked the staff for their ongoing 

commitment to the Council. 

23/24 156     To receive recommendations from the Personnel Committee and approve 

next steps. 

Cllr Howard summarised the main points of the meeting, recommending an employer Pension 

contribution of 10% and noting the increase in staff hours in the budget both for 2023/24 and 

2024/25 financial years.  It was noted that the change in the approach to accounting is 

expected to reduce the time commitments for the Assistant to the Clerk and this would free up 

some time for finance and related matters. 

Action: Clerk to advise NEST pensions and Paybureau as to the increase in pension 

contributions. 

Officers to consider how they might contribute to the additional staff hours required 

and make recommendations to Council. 

23/24 157     To receive the recommendation from the Assistant to the Clerk to move to 

Rialtas Accounting Software and approve next steps, including staff 

overtime – estimated overtime 15 hours for the Assistant to the Clerk for 

data input and 6 hours for training, plus 6 hours for training for the Clerk. 

23/24 144 (l) To consider and approve payment of up to £1,000 to Rialtas 

Business Solutions, comprising £650 for purchase of software and training, £250 

for annual support and maintenance multi (5) user licence (recurring cost), £100 

for making tax digital. 

The Council thanked the Assistant to the Clerk for their efforts in researching this and resolved 

to approve this and all associated financial and staffing requests.  

Action: Assistant to the Clerk to progress. 

23/24 158     To receive recommendations from the Risk and Audit Committee and 

approve next steps. 
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The Council noted the efforts from the Assistant to the Clerk and welcome the outrun for the 

2023/24 budget and the draft budget.  The budget for the 2024/25 financial year will be 

considered in November, with small changes permissible until January 2024. 

Cllr Band highlighted the recommendations of the internal auditor and reminded all to use their 

Council email address for Council business. 

It was noted that the Risk and Audit Committee decision to bridge the £58,000 outstanding on 

the purchase of the land, which might be drawn down from the PWLB should Gerald’s Wood 

not be sold, negated the requirement of a deposit account at this stage as savings in interest 

on a loan exceeded the possible interest received for this amount.  This bridging amount also 

limited the amount available to invest in the short term.   

The Clerk, having reviewed the Council policies regarding this, requested approval for a 

deposit account to be opened with the Unity Trust, as there would be no additional charges nor 

tax on income and no minimum balance was required.  The Council considered and approved 

this request. 

Action: Councillors and officers to use their Council accounts.  

Assistant to the Clerk to open a deposit account with Unity Trust subject to there being 

no charges nor minimum balance. 

23/24 159     To receive an update on the lease of the Shamley Green Community Room 

and approve next steps. 23/24 144 To consider and approve (m) payment of 

£238.80 to Hallmaster for the annual subscription for online booking and 

invoicing; (n) payment of up to £307 for the purchase and installation of a Hive 

system for the heating; (o) payment of up to £16 per month for internet 

connection in the Community Room (p) payment of up to £500 for the purchase 

and installation of an electrical oven (to be reimbursed by the Wonersh 

Foundation). 

Cllr Shutes requested an update as to an advisory management committee including local 

residents.  The Council sought interest in a portfolio lead for the community room and is 

provisionally suggested that Cllr Sloan might be interested in this role, this will be explored 

further with Cllr Band and WPC Officers and an informal meeting will take place to discuss this 

and matters such as the community room budget and 2024/25 hire costs.  Publicising the 

availability of the space for hire was considered a priority given the Council’s desire for the 

space to break even. 

The Clerk explained the purpose of the costs above and discussions between on Officer for a 

decision as to utility provider.  Regarding the costs above, these were approved, though the 

Council request that the Gigaclear option for community broadband be considered briefly first.  

Councillors queried whether Octopus energy would be an option in this context and the Clerk 

noted the suggestions in the email of using the energy adviser recommended by Godalming 

Town Council who have a range of spaces for community hire.  Either of these options were 

acceptable to the Council, who were keen to progress this. 
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Action: Officers to meet with Cllr Band and Sloan to consider the next steps in the 

management of the space including making suggestions as to the rental costs. 

Assistant to the Clerk to progress with the above orders and change of utilities 

provision. 

23/24 160     To receive an update on the Playgrounds rejuvenation and approve next 

steps. 

Cllr Howard updated the Council as to the progress for the rejuvenation of Lords Hill and the 

funding of these.  She is meeting with the rejuvenation working party and progressing these. 

Action: Cllr Howard to work with Working Party to develop plans. 

23/24 161     To receive any signed off risk assessments for voluntary works and note 
expected forthcoming ones for Council consideration. 

It was noted that ongoing activities had Council approved risk assessments. 

23/24 162     To receive the summary of suggested actions responding to the weekly 
playground inspection reports and approve next steps 

The Council thanked Officers and the Routine Maintenance contractor for the works completed 
in response to the weekly inspections and noted the requirement for the spreadsheet to be 
updated to reflect completed works and works requiring monitoring for the time being. 

Action: Clerk to work with Routine Maintenance Contractor on reviewing these. 

23/24 163     Members’ business and correspondence for noting or including on a future 
agenda.   

Cllr Gibbs updated the Council as to works with Surrey County Council and Waverley Borough 
Council to resolve the flooding on the road into Blackheath, with the present focus being 
Waverley Borough Council clearance of ditches. 

The Clerk updated the Council as to the damage to protective post and the verge and then the 
ditch and pipe beneath the highways caused by a delivery vehicle to Shamley Green Village 
Store.  Shop personnel had provided vehicle details and the Clerk had alerted the store 
manager, Surrey County Council Highways and Waverley Borough Parks and Countryside. 

Cllr Lavender raise the topic of the Christmas gathering and details were confirmed.  

Cllr Shutes raised a proposed footpath which better links Wonersh and Gerald’s Wood and 
onwards to Bramley, removing the need to cross the road at a point where the visibility is so 
restricted.  Strategic CIL and other funding sources were referred to. 

Action: Clerk to provide mapping details to use as a basis to receive indicative costs. 

Cllr Shutes raised the requirement for a Council-owned projector and requested that Cllr Gibbs 

progressed this in line with the earlier approval 

Action: Cllr Gibbs to identify a project for the Assistant to the Clerk to purchase. 

23/24 164     Dates of future meetings:  
Full Council Meeting:   9 November 2023 
Planning Committee:  2 November 2023 
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Risk and Audit Committee:  To follow a Planning Committee meeting in  
    November or December. 

Following the correction of the date of the Council Meeting to 9 November, this was confirmed. 
 


	In attendance: Lisa Davison, County Councillor Kevin Deanus and Borough Councillor Jane Austin.

