BLACKHEATH « SHAMLEY GREEN « WONERSH &
www.wonershparish.org

Wonersh Parish Council
s B

Minutes of the meeting of Wonersh Parish Council held on Thursday 14 September 2023
at 7.30pm, at the Wonersh Sports Pavilion.

Present: Clirs Mike Band, Chris Howard, Stephen Lavender, Anthony Shutes (Chair) and
Kevin Sloan.

In attendance: Lisa Davison, County Councillor Kevin Deanus and Borough Councillor
Michael Goodridge.

23/24 104 To consider and approve apologies for absence.

The Council considered and approved apologies from Cllrs Max Gibbs, Ben Knight and Rob
Merriman.

23/24 105 Wonersh Parish Code of Conduct — Declarations of disclosable interests.
Cllr Lavender disclosed a non-pecuniary interest in items 23/24 117 and 23/24 123.
23/24 106 Open meeting for members of the public to raise matters with the Council.

Borough ClIr Michael Goodridge noted the planning application had been lodged for seminary.
He emphasised the plans for the townhouses, the reduced height of farm cottages and that
information is available to view in the seminary by arrangement with developer. These details
include ongoing support for sustainable transport modes and connectivity with neighbouring
villages and beyond, including the permissive path, bus stop and the safer design of the
entrance. He noted the strong communication between all stakeholders including the Parish
Council and how this will lead to enhancements to Wonersh village centre.

ClIr Shutes confirmed an understanding in parallel to this. He enquired about access to
housing for parish residents and how this can be best allocated locally of the Borough
Councillor and the transport requirements of the County Council of County Councillor Kevin
Deanus. The Clerk noted with response to the housing need, the Parish Council had
highlighted how to join the register through the newsletter and would restate this and a survey
of housing need will be considered at the October Council Meeting, with input from Waverley
Borough Council and Surrey Community Action.

Clir Goodridge noted planning enforcement action in the Parish and the concern raised
regarding the Woodhill Sandpit application being considered by Surrey County Council and the
political response. There was also some movement from Waverley Borough Council officers
to review their response. It will be a Surrey County Council Committee decision with the
meeting most likely to take place in 2024.

Borough Councillor Jane Austin shared her apologies alongside support for objecting to the
Woodhill Sandpit and noted the lack of progress on matters related to the United Reformed
Church.

Action: Clerk to follow up with Waverley Borough Council regarding the registration of
the URC as an asset of community value.

Cllr Deanus noted that locally a review of HGV permissions extending from Hascombe out to
Bramley would soon be completed. Wonersh Parish Council members and officers expressed
concern that this had not been extended to the smaller roads in the parish and enquired as to
further details of this review and how to consider its local application — Woodhill Lane being
identified for inclusion in this.



Action: Cllr Deanus to provide further details of the HGV review and how one could be
progressed in Wonersh Parish.

Clir Deanus highlighted potential funding sources for local projects, and it was noted that the
Your Councillor Community Fund would be a good target for playground improvements across
the parish, as might Your Fund Surrey Small Community Projects Funding or Strategic
Community Infrastructure Levy.

Action: Cllr Howard and Lavender to consider these.
Council to consider other projects which might benefit from these funding sources.

Cllr Deanus noted that average speed cameras were being introduced in Bramley imminently.
This was followed by further discussion of speed policy / strategies and reviews of these. It
was noted that as part of a larger review of national speed limit roads which commenced to the
east of the County, several routes around Gomshall and Shere were being reduced to 20mph.
Councillors expressed disappointment that this had not advanced as far as Wonersh,
particularly given the provisional support to the 20mph zone and the potential cost-savings of
introducing TROs collectively rather than piecemeal. The Council looked forward to updates
as to progress with the strategies and the application to Wonersh soon.

23/24 107 Co-option of Parish Councillors to current vacancies.
(&8 Wonersh Ward (1 vacancy).

This was deferred to next meeting.

23/24 108 To consider and approve the minutes of the Extraordinary Council Meetings
held on 10 August and 31 August 2023.

The Council resolved to approve these, and Councillors duly signed.

23/24 109 To receive progress reports about matters previously considered and
approved by the Council.

The Clerk noted the updates from their solicitor regarding the Shamley Green Community
Room and confirmed that this was in line with what had been agreed.

Action: Clerk to confirm that the contract can now be signed by both parties.

The Clerk noted discussions with Waverley Borough Council Officers regarding the Service
Level Agreements in relation to tree works required in Shamley Green. It was noted that the
Parish Council view is that these are to be maintained by Waverley Borough Council until
leases are signed. Requirements related to this handover were delegated to the Risk and
Audit Committee for further discussion and recommendations to Council as applicable.

Action: Risk and Audit Committee to consider further the handover of liabilities in
relation to the tree management on Waverley Borough Council-registered common land.

23/24 110 To receive the approved minutes of the Planning Committee Meetings held
on 29 June 2023.

These were noted.
23/24 111 Finance —to consider and approve the following:

(@) thelist of payment and receipt vouchers in July and August 2023;
(b)  the end-June and end-July 2023 financial statement
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(c) the addition of Cllrs Rob Merriman and Kevin Sloan to the Council
banks accounts as signatories

(d) the addition of Clir Ben Knight to the Council banks accounts as a
reviewer for reconciliation purposes

(e) Payment of £6 to purchase the title deeds for Wonersh United
Reformed Church

H Payment of £580 to CATH Services for the installation of a bench
(covered by donation and approved in principle 22/23 251)

(g0 Payment of £345 to SALC for CILCA training and mentoring
(approved in principle 22/23 183 (b))

(h)  Payment of up to £104 for the return of a deposit for plot 12A

(1) Payment of up to £102 for the return of a deposit for plot 6A

The Council resolved to approve these. It was resolved that the Clerk and Clir Lavender be
responsible for approving the level returned to allotment holders upon inspection and
handover.

Action: ClIr Lavender and the Clerk to follow up regarding allotment deposits.

23/24 112 Finance - to note receipt of:
(@) Allotment rent
(b) Community room rent
(c) £30,745.06 from the Playground Committee Charity for Wonersh
Playground rejuvenation
(d) £31,285.34 from the Wonersh Foundation towards the purchase of
the Barnett Hill fields.

This was noted.

23/24 113 To note the Conclusion of Audit for the 2021/22 Annual Governance and
Accountability Return.

23/24 111 (j) To consider and approve payment of £420 to PKF Littlejohn for
External Audit Services.

The Council welcomed the officer efforts in achieving this. The Council noted this and
resolved to approve payment.

23/24 114 To consider and approve The Play Inspection Company for the Council’s
annual playground inspections, due June 2024.

The Council resolved to approve this.
Action: Clerk to communicate to the Play Inspection Company.

Council to approve expenditure and consider whether they would like this to be an
accompanied visit.

23/24 115 To note approval of the Public Works Loan Board loan and approve next
steps, including requesting up to £258,000 of the loan and considering
other sources of funding in relation to the purchase of the land.

Cllr Shutes provided a summary as included in the Extraordinary Council Meeting on 10
August 2023. The Council resolved to approve a drawdown of £200,000 from the Public Work
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Loan Board (PWLB) as phase 1 of the drawdown on 15 September 2023 for receipt on 22
September 2023. Regarding phase 2 £58,000 and phase £100,000 the principles were
discussed, and a wider discussion and the associated decision was delegated to Risk and
Audit based on information provided by the PWLB.

In summary, £58,000 had been offered at the same interest rates as to the PWLB loan,
pending a decision regarding the sale of Gerald’s Wood an alternative was drawing down more
from the PWLB or the Council reserves can be explored further. Clir Shutes moved discussion
of Gerald’s Wood to provide greater context.

Action: Clerk to apply to the £200,000 as a phase 1 application from the PWLB.

Risk and Audit Committee to consider and approve further the other potential funding
sources for the purchase of the field and the timing of the drawn down of this and the
Arbuthnot Hall.

23/24 116 To receive an update on the management of Barnett Hill Fields and approve
next steps, including the arrangements for mowing for the remainder of the
2023 mowing season and the 2024 season in the first instance.

ClIr Shutes noted the draft terms of reference for further discussion with the Barnett Hill Fields
Working Party. This was confirmed. He reviewed the risk assessment discussed in detail at
the meeting on 31 August 2023 and noted the progress made.

He highlighted the importance of the removal of the spikes alongside the footpath, the
incursion into the corner of the land and the water supply to Lot 1, currently provided via Lot 2.
ClIr Shutes requested that a decision on the opening of the upper field be delegated to the
Clerk and Clirs Shutes and Lavender. The Council resolved to approve this.

The Council reviewed the quotes for mowing of paths through the fields and an end of season
cut. The selected contractor suggested an end of season flail in the first instance, which the
Council approved.

Action: Clerk to advise Clerk to email resident regarding incursion onto land.

Clerk to enquire of legal advisor as to the implications on the seller of this incursion,
Clerk to email residents owning Lot 1, as to the water supply.

Clerk to advise contractor as to the footpath around the field and the flail at year end.

Council delegated to the Clerk and Clirs Shutes and Lavender on the opening of the
upper field following suitable preparation of the area.

23/24 117 To receive updates on the following matters and approve next steps
including to confirm the arrangements for the Wonersh village consultation
on 21 September at the Wonersh Sports Pavilion:

(@) Gerald’s Wood proposed purchase;

Cllr Shutes provided context in line with summary currently on the website. He noted that the
public consultation will assist in the final decision and implications on the draw down from the
PWLB. The conditions of sale Woodland will be explored as part of this public consultation
and discussed further by Council.

(b)  Cricket Nets on Wonersh Common; and
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This and the correspondence in relation to this was noted. The Council welcomed the public
input on this before considering their view.

(c) Football Pitch on Wonersh Common.

Whilst not a topic of the consultation the introduction of junior football from Albury football club
may also arise at the public meeting. The Council were supportive in principle pending further
details as to the operations on this and implications as to the locale, including access for
resident children. A trial was mooted to better understand how this would work in practice

Action: Cllr Shutes requested map of football club and the loan of a projector from the
Cricket Club.

Clerk and CllIr Shutes to publicise the meeting further

Clerk to include the items discussed on the October Council Meeting agenda for further
consideration

23/24 111 (k) To consider and approve payment of up to £250 for the purchase
of a projector.

The Council resolved to approve this subject to the assessment of the performance of the
projector at the consultation event.

Action: Assistant to the Clerk to order with Clir Gibbs, subject to Councillors input.

23/24 118 To receive an update on the Closed Burial Ground Wall and approve next
steps.
23/24 111 (l) To consider and approve payment of £215 to screwfix for the
purchase of orange and green barrier fencing and road irons to cordon off the
wall.
23/24 111 (m) To consider and approve payment of up to £140 for Hockley and
Dawson to meet with Wonersh House surveyor to further explore options for the
wall.

Cllr Shutes updated the Council as to the progress made with protecting the public from the
wall and the challenges in relation to this. It was agreed that an in-person meeting was
preferred next step in relation to this.

Action: Clerk to set up a meeting between Councillors and the St John the Baptist
Church, Wonersh.

The Council welcomed the support in principle for replacing the wall with a hedge between the
church and the vicarage in the first instance. This was considerate of the biodiversity and
budgetary aims of the Council and the Church.ClIr Shutes updated the Council as to the
planned meeting between surveyors.

The Council resolved to approve the expenditure relating to these actions.;

Action: Clerk to include this on the Council Meeting agenda following reports back from
these meetings.

23/24 119 To consider the timing and nature of works on the commons over the
Autumn and Winter and approve next steps.
23/24 111 (n) To consider and approve payment of £560 to Charterhouse Tree
Care for Works to the Trees in Wonersh.
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The Clerk requested confirmation of the works required through the Routine Maintenance
Contract and other contractors over the Autumn and Winter period. The timing of the final cut
and collect for all contractors. It was noted that the ponds maintenance contractor would soon
progress the planned works on each of the ponds in Shamley Green. It was agreed that Clirs
Shutes and Howard would join the clerk and the routine maintenance contractor in agreeing
the works to ditches and associated infrastructure to include management of ditches feeding
the Shamley Green duck pond. The sanding and staining of the remaining benches, cleaning
of the bins and number of the allotment plots were also noted for the Routine Maintenance
Contractor alongside the approved works to the bus stop on Blackheath Lane, playgrounds
and newly purchased fields. The clerk noted the request for Cath Services to cut back the
hedge to specifications used previously.

Action: Clerk to enquire as to the proposed timing of year end cuts with contractors

Clerk to arrange meeting with routine maintenance contractor and Clirs Shutes and
Howard to include discussion of the works alongside the pond maintenance contractor.

Clerk to request that routine maintenance contractor oil benches in Wonersh, clean bins
and add numbers to allotments in addition to other scheduled works.

Clerk to request quote for the cutting back of the hedge on Blackheath Lane.

23/24 120 To receive recommendations and updates from the Commons Working
Party — with input from the Wonersh Environmental Advisory Group and
Shamley Green Environment Group — and approve next steps.
23/24 111 (o) To consider and approve payment of up to £300 for the purchase
of a nature-cam and SIM (grant received from Surrey County Council)
23/24 111 (p) To consider and approve payment of £691.60 per annum for the
collection of recyclable and compostable waste from Wonersh Playground (an
additional £341.60 on the £350 approved under 22/23 154 (i)).
23/24 111 (q) To consider and approve payment of up to £200 for the purchase
of wheelie bin storage.

23/24 111 (r) To consider and approve payment of £90 to Wix for website hosting
for a WEAG website.

The Council resolved to approve all expenditure relating to the Surrey County Council grant
from 2022/23.

Challenges with the existing bins were noted and the recycling and composting bins examined
in more detail. The Council requested confirmation of the contractor’s willingness to collect
bins from the playground and return to the storage from within the playground area and that
the scheme can be cancelled should this not work in practice, given the high weekly costs.
Subject to satisfactory responses to these questions the Council resolved to approve a year’s
trial.

ClIr Shutes noted the planned WEAG volunteer days, including the litter picking and the
removal of ragwort. CllIr Howard noted the SGEG volunteer days including a litter pick which
was to be led by a new member of the SGEG and she would meet in advance of the pick to
discuss practicalities and to support this initiative.

Action: Clerk to request routine maintenance contractor to clean existing bins
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Clerk and ClIr Knight to follow up with practicalities on removal from common and
storage.

23/24 121 To receive an update on the Tree Hazard Assessments and approve next
steps.

Wider discussion on this was deferred to the October meeting pending the receipt of further
guotes for the completion of Tree Hazard Assessment in line with the deadline of 29
September 2023.

ClIr Shutes requested Gerald’s Wood be omitted from the tree survey given that it is being
considered for sale. The Clerk noted that this was inadvisable given the highways impact of
the trees on the slope and the Council policy of a biennial survey. Surrey County Council
suggested tree survey every 3-5 years in relation to the proposed public right of way in the
wood, but it was not known whether this extended to highways. It was also of note that there
were visible signs of rot to a monolith which she and the routine maintenance contractor
considered to be within falling distance of the highway and previous surveys had found
evidence of ash die back.

Council considered that a practical response could focus on a walkaround check of Gerald’s
Wood with consideration for the monolith and trees with a potential impact on the highway.

Action: Council to consider the quotes received by the stated deadline at the October
Council Meeting.

Clerk to explore with Surrey County Council the regularity of tree inspections in relation
to Public Rights of Way and Highways.

To consider further the inclusion of Gerald’s Wood in the survey.

23/24 122 To receive the request for third party tree works and approve next steps.

The Council noted the requests for tree works to trees on the Platt and bordering the newly
purchased land. The Council noted that those in relation to the newly purchased land might be
outside the land parcel purchased from a review of the maps outlining this. Cllr Shutes noted
that a householder had queried further the boundaries of their property in relation to this too.

It was agreed that a decision on each of these requests should be deferred until after the Tree
Hazard Assessment had been completed. It was also agreed that further investigation be
completed as to the boundaries of the area to be surveyed on Barnett Hill Fields. Following
this, all work to be considered in line with the Council’s approved statement on third party tree
work requests.

Action: Clerk to advise householders making requests and then include on future
Council Meeting agendas.

Clerk to explore further the boundaries of the newly purchased land with Surrey County
Council and other title deed holders and advise arboriculturist and residents as
applicable.

23/24 123 To receive an update on the request from Gigaclear to install infrastructure
on WPC-registered common land and associated terms and conditions and
approve next steps.
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The Clerk noted the Council’s desire to progress this quickly and efforts completed in support
of this. The Council were supportive of the conditions set out in the proposals from Gigaclear.
The Clerk noted that she had an outstanding query with their solicitor as to whether a separate
wayleave agreement was required. The Council queried whether other Council’s in particular
Parish Councils might have a version which Wonersh Parish Council could adopt for these
purposes.

Action: Clerk to follow up with the solicitor in the first instance and then other councils
as to their progress with Gigaclear agreements.

The Clerk noted that Gigaclear have provided further details on free broadband provision for
community spaces and requested that Council explore these details and consider whether this
is something the Council would like to follow up on with respect to the Shamley Green
Community Room, the Wonersh Sports Pavilion and / or other community spaces.

Action: Councillors to consider the provision of Giglaclear broadband to community
spaces in the Parish.

23/24 124 To consider and approve the introduction of an allotment working party to
make recommendations to Council on allotment matters.

Cllr Lavender noted that there was appetite between some allotment holders to form what the
Council would consider a Working Party to make recommendations to the Council on
allotment-related matters. The Council welcomed this as it had been considering ways in
which allotment holders could take further ownership of the management of the plots. The
Council noted that the preferred approach would be for the allotments to be self-managing, but
this was viewed as beyond what is currently being considered by the group of holders.

The Clerk expressed reservations as to allotment holders making decisions as to who
accessed plots without full responsibility being taken on for the overall management. The
reasoning being that some decisions will continue to be contentious, so this could have
unexpected time implications for Council staff. Clir Lavender clarified that the group was
looking to support and assist new and existing holders with an awareness of what is required
to maintain and cultivate a plot. He proposed a meeting with the group, to involve the Clerk in
the first instance to agree terms of reference for the working party. It was agreed that similar
approaches had been very effective with respect to the playgrounds and commons
management, and this was supported by Council.

Action: Clerk and ClIr Lavender to meet with interested group

Clerk and ClIr Lavender to set up an annual zoom meeting with all holders in November
/ December.

23/24 125 To consider and approve the annual allotment rent increase for 2024-25.

The Council welcomed the proposals put forward by Cllr Lavender and approved the slight
increase of £1 per half plot and £2 per full plot from November 2024 — October 2025.

The Clerk highlighted that in calculating the income and expenditure for allotments the time
commitments of the Clerk and Assistant to the Clerk should also be accounted for, so future
changes would need to take this into consideration should the Council continue to opt not to
subsidise the allotments.
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Action: Assistant to the Clerk to provide 12 months’ notice as to the rent increase for
the allotment plots alongside the 2023/24 rent request.

Clerk and Assistant Clerk to note the time spent on allotment-related matters for
inclusion in calculating the expenditure on this community resource.

23/24 126 To receive the proposals from Waverley Borough Council regarding the Car
Free Day on 22 September 2023 and associated ongoing projects and
consider the Council response.

The Council welcomed the communications from Waverley Borough Council on this. They
were interested in the proposals as to the temporary cycle parking / planters and to explore the
practicalities as to the siting, timescales and responsibilities for the maintenance and upkeep.

There seemed to be more space for this near Wonersh village centre / shops than Shamley
Green, though the Clerk raised the correspondence from Lords Hill as to the provision of cycle
parking for pupils using the school bus to secondary schools from the centre of the village.

Action: ClIr Lavender to explore further support for this with Transport Parking and
Cycling Working Party.
Cllr Howard to consider the request in Shamley Green further.
23/24 127 To note and confirm arrangements / attendance for the future training
opportunities:
(@) Planning Training for Parish Councils, Waverley Borough Council,
Monday 25 September 2023 —-17.00-19.00, zoom;
A number of Councillors and the Clerk noted their intention to join this zoom meeting.

(b)  Whole Council Training, Surrey Association of Local Councils
(Mulberry and Co) Monday 9 October 2023, Wonersh Sports Pavilion,
10.00-14.00/14.30.

Six out of eight Councillors confirmed their attendance and the Clerk [the Assistant to the Clerk
expressed an interest in their appraisal paperwork and this was recommended]. It was noted
that the invite had been extended to Bramley Parish Council and we were awaiting a response.
The Clerk proposed that unless numbers be similar from each Council the amount should be
shared on a per capita basis. This was confirmed.

(c) AGM/Conference, Surrey Association of Local Councils, Thursday 19
October 2023, 9.30, Dorking Halls.

The Clerk and ClIrs Howard, Lavender, Shutes and Sloan expressed an interest in attending
the Surrey Association of Local Councils AGM/ Conference at Dorking Halls. There are funds
for two further Councillors to attend.

Action: Clerk to book on behalf of Councillors.
Other Councillors with an interest in attending to advise the Clerk.

23/24 128 To consider the renaming of Wonersh Parish Council and approve next
steps.
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The Clerk noted that it seemed possible to change the name of the Parish Council outside a
boundary review, but further information was required as to how and whether a Community
Council differed from a Parish Council.

Action: Clerk to explore the differences between a Community Council and Parish
Council further, including speaking to other Clerks and Councils.

23/24 129 To receive the resident to request to fund a luxe switch for Waverley
Borough Council’s estate lighting near Shamley Green Community Room
and approve next steps.

The Council received this request and noted the potential benefits to the local community and
the Clerk of this being an automated system.

Action: Clerk to explore a quote with Waverley in the first instance and return to
Council.

Clerk to advise the resident.

23/24 130 To consider the council’s response to the Cranleigh Neighbourhood Plan, if
any, due 15 September and approve next steps.

The Council commended the Cranleigh Neighbourhood Plan, there was no further action.

23/24 131 To receive any signed off risk assessments for voluntary works and note
expected forthcoming ones for Council consideration.

The Council noted the recently submitted Risk Assessment for the litter pick in Shamley Green
and that other planned Environment Group activities already had existing, approved Risk
Assessments.

The Council delegated to the Clerk and Cllr Howard signing off the risk assessment for
the litter pick in Shamley Green.

CllIr Sloan critiqued the content of the standard Risk Assessment forms and request that this
be considered for review.

Action: Review the Risk Assessment alongside other policies as delegated to the Risk
and Audit Committee.

Clerk to include in the spreadsheet for policy review.

23/24 132 To receive the summary of suggested actions responding to the weekly
playground inspection reports and approve next steps.

The Clerk noted that the Routine Maintenance Contractor was progressing to repairs
highlighted in the annual inspections report and weekly reports from staff.

Cllr Lavender noted that the standup seesaw was to be replaced with the Eibe version and ClIr
Howard that fundraising would soon be underway for Lords Hill.

23/24 133 Members’ business and correspondence for noting or including on a future
agenda.

ClIr Shutes noted that the Council would benefit from a lead on CIL to influence how
neighbourhood spend was to be invested locally and to assist with the identification and
application for projects worthy of strategic CIL.
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The need to consider and apply the signage policy for the local commons, either in its current
form or as updated would benefit the local environment. This should be mindful of planning
legislation generally and in relation to common land.

23/24 134  Dates of future meetings:

Full Council Meeting: 12 October 2023

Planning Committee: 21 September, 12 October 2023
Risk and Audit Committee: 21 September 2023

Personnel Committee 28 September 2023

These were confirmed.

Page 11 of 11



	In attendance: Lisa Davison, County Councillor Kevin Deanus and Borough Councillor Michael Goodridge.
	23/24 104     To consider and approve apologies for absence.
	23/24 130    To consider the council’s response to the Cranleigh Neighbourhood Plan, if any, due 15 September and approve next steps.

