
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Wonersh Parish Council held on Thursday 8 June 
2023 at 7.30pm, at the Wonersh Sports Pavilion.      
Present: Cllrs Max Gibbs, Chris Howard, Ben Knight and Anthony Shutes (Chair). 
In attendance: Lisa Davison, Borough Councillors Lauren Atkins, Jane Austin and Michael 
Goodridge, County Councillor Kevin Deanus and two members of the public.      
23/24 031     To consider and approve apologies for absence.   
The Council considered and approved apologies from Cllrs Mike Band and Stephen Lavender. 
23/24 032     Wonersh Parish Code of Conduct – Declarations of disclosable interests. 
There were no declarations of disclosable interests.  
23/24 033     Open meeting for members of the public to raise matters with the Council.  
One member of the public attended with an interest in Cricket net and Gerald’s Wood.  With 
regards to the plans for the cricket nets he expressed concerns with the lack of community 
engagement with the consultation process and the dominance of cricket-related activities to 
the exception of other sporting and recreational uses by the wider public and organised groups 
including but not restricted to guides, scouts and football clubs.  They expressed concerns 
regarding the enclosure of the common to this scale and the visual impact upon adjacent 
properties.  It was suggested that these could be better mitigated within a different area of the 
common. 
There were three Borough Councillors present representing Bramley and Wonersh Ward. Cllr 
Goodridge noted the geographical area covered by each of the elected conservative 
councillors covering Bramley and Wonersh – Cllr Goodridge will cover Wonersh Parish, Cllr 
Austin Bramley and Cllr Atkins Busbridge, Hascombe and surrounds.  Though where 
councillors specialise, they will share information to maximise the support available. 
Waverley Borough Council Planning Committee plans were discussed and the intention to 
have a single planning committee, where the executive cannot be members and ward 
councillors are not able to cover applications in their own ward.  It is likely that Cllr Austin will 
represent the ward on the Planning Committee. This has been raised with the Committee and 
Officers.  The recommendation was to continue as planned with how we comment and 
including Cllr Goodridge but his powers might be more limited. 
Cllr Deanus joined the meeting at a later point and observed proceedings. 
23/24 034     To consider and approve the minutes of the Extraordinary Council Meeting 

held on 27 April 2023 and the Annual Council meeting held on 18 May 2023. 
These were approved and signed by Cllr Shutes. 
23/24 035     To receive progress reports about matters previously considered and 

approved by the Council. 
The Clerk noted that Surrey Community Action had circulated the draft Housing Needs Report 
for Wonersh Parish.  Cllr Shutes requested that the Parish Council response be included on 
the next Planning Committee Meeting agenda to ensure a timely response within the 
framework of Council Meetings. 
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Action: Clerk to advise Surrey Community Action as to Council’s timeline for response. 
Cllr Shutes highlighted the concerns around Farnborough airport and the noise impacts of 
planned developments, surrounded by concerns on the consultation process in relation to this.  
He sought Council support for a response in support of the recent communications.  Cllr Gibbs, 
reviewing this highlighted concerns around the accuracy of the mapping by those objecting to 
plans and felt greater understanding was required before he could support this.  Subject to 
these being satisfied, it was agreed that the Council would respond favourable within the 
timescale of submission by 26 June 2023. 
Action: Cllr Gibbs to follow up on queries with Farnborough Noise Group. 
Subject the satisfactory response, Clerk to note the Council’s support for the challenge 
against the proposed expanding use of the facility. 
23/24 036     Finance – to consider and approve the following: 

(a) the list of payment and receipt vouchers in May 2023;
(b) additions to the Schedule of Regular Payments due.
(c) payment of £110 for the purchase of images for the Wonersh Historic

Walk, produced in celebration of the Jubilee.
The Council noted and resolved to approve these (proposed by Cllr Shutes). 
The Clerk drew attention to the recently received quote for £485 to repair the bench on the 
Cricket common in Shamley Green, which was approved in principle by Council. and will be on 
the July Council Meeting agenda for confirmation. 
Action: Clerk to include on the July Council Meeting agenda. 
23/24 037     Finance – to note receipt of: 

(a) Allotment rents and deposits;
(b) £899 for the purchase and installation of a bench to celebrate the

coronations from the Wonersh Foundation (resident donation);
(c) £5,633.73 as 25% contribution to the maintenance of the common

land from Waverley Borough Council.
These were noted by the Council. 
23/24 038     To receive an update on the Council's insurance for the next term and 

approve next steps. 
The Clerk noted that it had not been possible to meet the requirements stated by the Council 
at the May Council Meeting in full, with respect to the insurance category ‘legal expenses’, 
even when following up with the underwriters to other Parish Council policy providers.  It was 
noted that many legal expenses borne by Parish Council will be covered under other 
categories.  Given that the deadline for a decision was in advance of the June Council 
Meeting, Cllr Band and Clerk consulted with the Cllr Shutes as Chair and opted to remain with 
the existing provider Zurich rather than selecting an acceptable alternative, on this occasion.   
It was proposed that further consideration should be given to this by the Risk and Audit 
Committee as to whether further cover was required for ‘legal expenses’ outwith the other 
categories. 
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Action: Clerk to include consideration of insurance cover at the next Risk and Audit 
Committee Meeting.  
A member of the Cricket Club Board arrived.  The Chair moved consideration of the cricket 
nets up the agenda. 
Gerald’s Wood purchase was then moved up the agenda. 
23/24 039     Annual Governance and Accountability Return: To receive the internal 

auditors report and approve next steps. 
The Council thanked and commended the Assistant to the Clerk and the Clerk on their efforts 
in responding to the audit requirements of a Parish Council 
The Council received and welcomed the positive response from the Internal Auditor on the 
AGAR paperwork to be submitted to PKF Littlejohn, the external auditors. 
The Clerk noted receipt of a more detailed report highlighted the following advice: 

• Councillors to communicate using dedicated Council email address for Parish Council
business

• Publicly available papers to be made available on the website in line with the advice
from the Information Commissioners Office.

• Financial investments to be aligned with the FSCS standards.
The Clerk noted that some response had already been made on these points as they had been 
included in the Interim Internal Audit, so they would follow up for confirmation.  
A full response was delegated to the Risk and Audit Committee with recommendations to 
Council as required. 
Action: Clerk to seek clarification on the recommendations included in the Internal 
Audit. 
Clerk include responding to the Internal Audit Report on the next Risk and Audit 
Committee Meeting agenda. 
23/24 040      Annual Governance and Accountability Return (Part 3) 2022/23: To receive 

and approve Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement. 
Cllr Shutes read out the Statements which the Council were agreeing to in the 2022/23 Annual 
Governance Statement, which the Council resolved to approve (proposed by Councillor 
Shutes).  The Chair and the Clerk signed the Governance Statement. 
23/24 041     Annual Governance and Accountability Return (Part 3) 201: To consider 

and approve Section 2 – Accounting Statement. 
The Clerk presented the signed Accounting Statement to the Council.  Cllr Shutes read out the 
contents, which the Council resolved to approve (proposed by Cllr Shutes).  The Chair signed 
the Accounting Statement. 
23/24 042     To note the exercise of public rights to take place from 13 June 2023 - 24 

July 2023. 
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The Clerk highlighted the dates of the exercise of public rights to the Council, which had been 
updated from the initial suggestion to allow the opportunity to advertise these more efffectively. 
These were noted. 
23/24 043      To receive an update on the Closed Burial Ground Walls and approve next 

steps. 
Cllr Shutes provided an update on recent communications regarding the Closed Burial Ground 
and the Council agreed the following actions. 
Actions: Clerk to implement signs on the cordon highlighting the risks. 
Clerk to arrange a suitable time to meet with new owner of Wonersh House. 
Clerk to note that given the recognition that the trees within the curtilage of the vicarage 
had caused damage to the wall that the church claim against the insurance to repair the 
relevant portion of the wall. 
23/24 044      To receive an update on the potential purchase of Gerald’s Wood and 

approve next steps. 
Cllr Shutes provided an update on the potential purchase of Gerald’s Wood, which would be 
subject to wider public consultation.  It was noted that proposed plans would provide access to 
Gerald's Wood and into the neighbouring fields to create a links between The Street and 
Chinthurst Lane, minimising the need to walk along the road.   
Cllr Shutes summarised a meeting between the Surrey County Council Countryside Access 
Officers to understand requirements in relation to a Public Right of Way through Gerald’s 
Wood and beyond into the neighbouring land and conditions required, should this be approved 
by Surrey County Council.   
Cllr Shutes closed the meeting and invited the member of the public with an interest in this to 
comment.  It was highlighted that the land was donated to parishioners and there was much 
local investment up until the current day. 
Cllr Shutes reopened the meeting and confirmed that legal advice had been received 
confirming there were no covenants on the land and that any decision would be made in the 
spirit of the transfer of the land to the Parish Council. 
Actions: Councillors to review in full the report from Surrey County Council and to 
explore other potential risks. 
Subject to this being feasible to all stakeholders, there will be a public meeting to 
determine the next steps. 
23/24 045      To receive an update on rejuvenation the Parish playgrounds and approve 

next steps. 23/24 036 (d) To consider and approve payment of up to £2,000 for 
the removal of up to two table tennis tables. 

The Council approved the plans for fundraising for the junior play equipment and other items at 
the Wonersh Playground, accepting that this would delay plans at Lords Hill.  It was noted for 
progress to occur in Lords Hill then there needed to greater stakeholder involvement in 
fundraising and awareness raising.   



It was noted that some of the proposed plans for the Wonersh Playground included a ‘ball 
catcher’ which would require the removal of at least one of the table tennis tables.  The Council 
agreed that there would be a light touch consultation on these for a decision at the July Council 
Meeting if there was general support for the planned rejuvenation of this area.  If there was 
interest in maintaining the current set up wider public consultation would take place.  
Action: Clerk to publicise plans for Wonersh Playground and seek views on the removal 
of the table tennis tables. 
Council to consider whether a wider consultation is required. 
23/24 046     To receive recommendations and updates from the Commons Working 

Party – with input from the Wonersh Environmental Advisory Group and 
Shamley Green Environment Group – and approve next steps. 

Cllr Shutes noted that the Commons Work Party had agreed the Terms of Reference for the 
coming year, these were received and approved by Council.  A recent meeting informed 
recommendations for Council resulting in a range of actions.   
Action: Clerk to express concerns about mowing to bare earth on bunds and around 
trees with relevant grass cutting contractors. 
Clerk to request that contractors inform the Clerk as to their mowing schedule. 
Clerk to request that contractors mow closer to the pond in Shamley Green. 
Clerk to inform household that materials must not be dumped on Parish Council land. 
Clerk to explore with contractors to disposal of collected grass and any cost 
implications for the Council. 
Clerk to explore with other local councils the arboricultural specialists used to complete 
tree surveys and manage any subsequent works. 
Clerk and Cllr Shutes to respond to request from resident on a memorial tree on 
Wonersh Common, the Council approving a damson in the wildflower area near the 
playground. 
Council to note that other positions for memorial / celebratory trees are being explored 
in each Wonersh and Shamley Green, with final positions to be confirmed by Council 
(plus WBC in areas under lease). 
Clerk and Cllrs Shutes and Howard to liaise with local contractors to arrange tree 
planting. 
Clerk and Cllr Shutes to write to residents of Lawnsmead advising them that local 
contractors must not dispose of building waste on the bund and that Estate Agents 
require express permission from Council to install signage on the common. 
Clerk to circulate the policy outlining the processes for permitted signage on the 
common. 
Commons Working Party to review signage on the commons policy and make 
recommendations to Council. 
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Clerk to request that the Wonersh Cricket Club remove the signage advertising the 
junior cricket. 
Clerk to advise Wonersh Players that signs would be restricted to the timing of the 
pantomime and that the Council were reviewing their policy more thoroughly.  
Clerk to follow up with Surrey County Council regarding the flooding of footpath 320 in 
Shamley Green. 
Clerk to request that Routine Maintenance Contractor hand clears the silt in the ditches 
running into the ponds. 
Cllrs Knight and Shutes to explore sponsorship of skip to progress the clearance of 
green plastic tree guards near Barnett Hill Footpath then WEAG to arrange a volunteer 
day. 
WEAG to arrange a volunteer day to remove grass around trees with guards and new 
hedging. 
Clerk and Cllrs Shutes to explore the cost to mow paths through ‘Lot 2’ of Barnett Hill 
fields and an end of season mow. 
Clerk and Shamley Green Environment Group members to explore transferring the map 
of trees on the grassed areas of WBC-registered common land to Parish Online. 
WEAG to explore whether similar mapping to be completed for trees in Wonersh. 
Cllrs Howard and Shutes to consider, with Commons Working Party the mapping of 
trees on private land, with potential for Tree Protection Orders and make 
recommendations to Council. 
Clerk to provide links to Wonersh Environmental Advisory Group website, once 
developed. 
Commons Working Party and Environmental Advisory Groups to develop idea for an 
Environmental Open Day in Autumn 2023 and make recommendations to Council. 
Clerk to include 10% biodiversity net gain on Planning Committee Agenda.  
Planning Committee to note that the 10% biodiversity net gain legislation comes into 
effect in October 2023 and the to consider the Council response.   
Council approved future memorial / celebratory benches in Wonersh – one on the east 
side of the common, the other to the rear of the Platt.   
The Council noted a bench near the pond was being considered in Shamley Green and 
permissions would be sought from Waverley Borough Council if plans were 
progressed. 
Aside from the outputs and actions of the Commons Working Party Meeting, the 
Environmental Advisory Groups noted that a watering rota was in place for the recently planted 
trees.  Councillors noted that each group would have a presence at the respective fetes / fairs. 
Cllr Knight updated the Council as to the proposed recycling bins for near the playground 
proposing one for recyclables and another for food waste.  He also noted that design for the 
interpretation board was underway and that the additional amounts received from Surrey 
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County Council for the awareness raising of actions to improve the environmental and respond 
to the Climate and Biodiversity emergency crises were to include a timelapse camera of local 
wildlife. 
Action: Clerk to include items and associated costs on the July agenda for Council 
approval and to confirm budget availability. 
23/24 047      To receive an update on the purchase of the land and approve next steps. 
Cllr Shutes provided an update on the purchase of the land. The Clerk confirmed that once this 
was in Council ownership it would be covered under the existing Public Liability Insurance 
cover.  In the interim the member of the public bridging the purchase would need to provide 
this, once contracts are exchanged. 
Cllr Shutes recommended that donations now be requested from the public more widely and 
thanked the Clerk for making the anonymised raw data and summary tables available for 
public viewing on the Council website. 
Action: Clerk to circulate the request for donations via the website, social media and the 
mailing list. 
23/24 048      To receive an update on the Wonersh Cricket Club’s consultation on 

introducing nets on Wonersh Common and approve next steps. 
The Council opened the meeting to a member of the Cricket Club Board to speak on the 
installation of cricket nets on the common.  It was noted that existing provision is not fit for 
purpose and the proposed facility to be open access for wider community use.  The North-
South orientation was highlighted as important in the positioning of this.  The consultation was 
noted; strong objections were highlighted alongside the wider support.   
Cllr Shutes invited all Councillors to comment.  The distance from the pavilion were 
commented on as being inconvenient in practice and the potential risk of balls exiting the 
facility.  Concern extended to the proximity to the B2182.  The challenges with other positions 
on the common was also appreciated.  There was general support for improving cricket 
facilities from some members but not to the detriment of other users, which would include 
hirers of Lawnsmead Hall.  Some member’s concern was expressed about the further 
development of the common for cricket, when this already dominates the open space.  
The challenge in finding the consultation was noted and there were low levels of awareness 
beyond the cricketing community.  The proportion of respondents outside Wonersh was noted 
and therefore the lack of local consultation.  There was concern that this has skewed the 
results.  Wider engagement with those overlooking the common was seen as a priority.  
Further consultation is needed to understand the wider public view, with letters to those 
adjacent to the common and a public meeting.   
Cllr Shutes opened the meeting for the CC board member to comment further.  Noting 
challenges to the existing position and highlighted the range of positive comments received.  
There was a willingness to consult further. 
The meeting was closed for the resident to share his views, as detailed above. 
Action: Cricket Club to draft letter for delivery by Parish Councillors. 
This would be followed by a public meeting to explore this further. 
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23/24 049      To receive the request from Gigaclear to install infrastructure on WPC-
registered common land and associated terms and conditions and approve 
next steps. 

The Council noted the Gigaclear request to install infrastructure on parish-registered common 
land for the the provision of higher speed broadband.  There was general support from the 
Council, though Councillors sought further clarification on the infrastructure and the 
appearance of this. 
Action: Clerk to confirm with Gigaclear the Council position on the installation of 
equipment on common land. 
Clerk to follow up with local Borough and Parish Councils to find out their approach. 
23/24 050      To receive the BT Openreach survey report on the positioning of the 

telegraph poles on Wonersh Common and approve next steps. 
The Council received this and noted that any subsequent actions would be the at the outlay of 
the residents but organisations like the Wonersh Foundation may be able to assist. 
Action: Clerk to advise residents, including signposting funding opportunities.  
23/24 051     To receive an update following the annual assembly and approve next 

steps.  
The Council noted the strong attendance at the Annual Assembly and the balance of challenge 
and support from attendees – the efforts of the Council largely being appreciated.  The Council 
welcomed the feedback from the Borough Councillors on the range of Annual Parish Meetings 
they had attended in the Wonersh and Bramley Ward. 
It was noted that there were requests for information from those not in attendance and it was 
agreed that the slides could be made available on the website. 
Action: Clerk to upload slides to the website and highlight this via social media and the 
mailing list. 
23/24 052     To receive any signed off risk assessments for voluntary works and note 

expected forthcoming ones for Council consideration. 
There were no new risk assessments received for voluntary work.  The Clerk noted the 
updated Risk Assessment for Wonersh Fair and that further information was forthcoming. 

23/24 053     To receive the summary of suggested actions responding to the weekly 
playground inspection reports and approve next steps. 

The Clerk noted that works had been completed by the Routine Maintenance Contractor and 
further were scheduled.  Works were also scheduled for the playgrounds repair contract and 
these would be completed after half term. 
Clerk to request that Assistant to the Clerk update the spreadsheet for the Routine 
Maintenance Contractor and Councillors. 
23/24 054     Members’ business and correspondence for noting or including on a future 

agenda.   



Page 9 of 9 
 

Cllr Gibbs noted the recent meeting of the Blackheath Village Society and the anticipation that 
requests for assistance with damage to the verges from the Parish Council.  Challenges in 
clearing the ditches to ensure the effective flow of water away from the carriageway was noted, 
and this was recognised as a Waverley Borough Council.  It was noted that from a County 
Council perspective progress was being made with Highways improvements. 
Action: Blackheath Village Society to email Borough Cllr Michael Goodridge and they 
would follow up with Waverley Borough Council Officers.  
Along a similar vein, Cllr Howard enquired as to the proposed actions to repair damage to the 
verges near Stroud Common. 
Action: Clerk to email Cllr Deanus requesting an update. 
Cllr Knight enquired as to what would be possible to improve the links between the Parish and 
Shalford / Chilworth, mindful in particular that this is a route to Tillingbourne for children in the 
Parish.  Setting up a meeting with key stakeholders was suggested as a positive step forward 
including working with the school(s) and the Safer Routes to School-related officers at Surrey 
County Council. 
Action: Cllr Knight to pursue with School and other relevant stakeholders. 
Cllr Shutes reminded the Clerk to respond to the SCC Officers regarding adequate signage 
regarding the suitability of The Street between Wonersh and Bramley for heavy good vehicles. 
Action: Clerk to follow up with SCC Officers as approved. 
Beyond the items identified above for future agendas the following matters were raised: 

• An update on the redevelopment of the Arbuthnot Hall, Shamley Green. 
• Rebranding of Wonersh Parish Council to reflect its community focus. 
• Training for Councillors as a whole Council, provisionally alongside Bramley, with 

consideration for the Civility and Respect Pledge. 
• A summer newsletter 
• The neon signage on Wonersh Village Stores, which is within the Conservation Area, to 

be included on a Planning Committee Meeting Agenda. 
23/24 055     Dates of future meetings:  

Full Council Meeting:   13 July 2023  
Planning Committee:   29 June 2023 
Risk and Audit Committee:  20 July 2023 

These were confirmed 


