
 
 

   
 

Minutes of the meeting of Wonersh Parish Council held on Thursday 13 April 2023 at 
7.30pm, at the Wonersh Sports Pavilion.     

Present: Cllrs Max Gibbs, Chris Howard, Ben Knight, Stephen Lavender and Anthony Shutes 
(Chair). 

In attendance: Lisa Davison, Borough Councillor Michael Goodridge and seven members of 

the public. 

22/23 245     To consider and approve apologies for absence. 

There were no apologies for absence.  County Councillor Kevin Deanus noted that he was not 
available for this meeting. 

22/23 246     Wonersh Parish Code of Conduct – Declarations of disclosable interests.  

Cllr Howard noted a non-pecuniary interest in items 22/23 151(d) 

22/23 247     Open meeting for members of the public to raise matters with the Council.  

There were seven members of the public present: one with an interest in setting up a football 
team utilising the Wonersh Sports field, two with in an interest in Gerald’s Wood, two with an 
interest in the purchase of the land on Barnett Hill field and two with an interest in the agenda 
generally, in particular the purchase of the land and commons management. 

Three conservative candidates for election to Waverley Borough Council, Bramley and 
Wonersh Ward, observed proceedings.  Current Borough Councillor, Michael Goodridge, as 
part of normal Council business updated the Council as to the Planning decision to refuse 
WA/2022/01346 and the follow up enforcement action.  He noted that he is awaiting updates 
on Blackheath planning applications on the recently purchased land. 

In the absence of County Councillor Kevin Deanus Cllrs Howard and Shutes provided some 
pertinent updates.  Specifically, Cllr Howard updated the Council as the felling of an 
established oak on Woodhill Lane, with an unauthorised road closure and timed to impact 
upon nesting birds.  There was limited knowledge from the authorities; it had recently been 
judged by a Waverley Borough Council Officer as not appropriate for a Tree Protection Order. 
The Parish Council requested that communication of planned tree works and TPO 
applications, whether approved of or declined, be communicated to the Parish Council from 
other levels of Council. 

Cllr Shutes noted further updates from the Surrey County Council including jetting areas of 
localised floods and removal of roots, as reported in correspondence to the Clerk, and filling of 
potholes, 

22/23 248     To consider and approve the minutes of the Council meetings held on 
February, 9 March 2023 and the Extraordinary Council Meetings held on 16 
March and 29 March 2023 

The Council resolved to approve the Council Meetings held on 9 March 2023 and the 
Extraordinary Council Meeting held on 16 March 2023. 

The Council requested that approval of minutes of the 29 March 2023 Extraordinary Council 
Meeting be deferred to provide Councillors further opportunity to review.  The Clerk requested 
confirmation that the content shared from the confidential session be appropriate for wider 
viewing as figures which are commercially sensitive have been excluded. 
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Action: Clerk to include minutes of 29 March Extraordinary Council Meeting Minutes on 
May Council Meeting Agenda. 

Council to advise as to whether the presented minutes are of a confidential nature. 

22/23 249     To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 12 
January, 2 February, 23 February and 16 March 2023. 

These were noted. 

22/23 250     To receive progress reports about matters previously considered and 
approved by the Council.  

Cllr Shutes highlighted recent communications regarding the Closed Burial Ground Wall from 
the Church and noted the outstanding action to meet with all parties to the wall. 

Action: Clerk to follow up with the new owner of Wonersh House. 

22/23 251     Finance – to consider and approve the following:   
(a)      the list of payment and receipt vouchers in March 2023;  
(b) the end-February and March 2023 financial statement; 
(c) the reconciliation of accounts, completed by Cllr Knight;  
(d) the payment of £1,121.33 to the Surrey Association of Local Council 

for the annual membership to SALC and NALC; 
(e)  payment of £1,239.12 to survey the telephone lines in close proximity 

to an oak tree; 
(f) payment of £10 to Surrey Playing Fields for affiliate membership; 

(g) payment of £27 to Wix for hosting the Wonersh Connections 
website; 

(h) payment of £290.83 to Hayes Garden Supplies for a bench to 
celebrate the coronation;   

It was noted that this was to be covered from the Wonersh Foundation by donation, the person 
donating is also happy to cover the installation costs at £580. 

Action: Clerk to explore other prices for installation of the bench. 

Assistant to the Clerk to arrange the transfer of costs to Wonersh Parish Council 
accounts from the Wonersh Foundation. 

(i) payment of £329.40 for toad patrol related signage; and 

It was noted that the Clerk and Chair had approved this, and it came from the Shamley Green 
Environment Group allocated grant. 

(j) payment of £94.83 to Flagmakers for a union jack flag. 

The Council resolved to approve each f these, subject to the actions above.   

Cllr Band requested that a simplified version of the financial statements be provided for review. 

Action: Assistant to the Clerk to present examples of simplified version of the financial 
statements to the Risk and Audit Committee. 

22/23 252     Finance – to note receipt of: 
(a) £4,520 rent for the community room to be held in an allocated 

reserve; 
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(b) £850 for Surrey County Council for purchase of an interpretation 

board and other communication media; 

(c) £457.20 sponsorship of skip for the removal of tree protectors; and 

(d) £30.33 allotment rent. 

These were noted. 

22/23 253   To receive and approve the Risk Management Register. 

Cllrs Band and Shutes thanked the Clerk for the efforts made with respect to this and noted it 

was a practical and useful planning tool.  The Clerk shared her thanks for the Councillors 

assistance with this. Minor changes will be reviewed and confirmed at the Risk and Audit 

Committee. 

Action: Clerk to include on Risk and Audit Committee Meeting and update to include 

action relating to Wonersh Sports Pavilion, and planned actions in relation to the 

Shamley Green Community Room. 

22/23 254   To receive and consider the Insurance quotes and approve next steps. 

The Council requested that the Fidelity Guarantee and legal cover be reviewed to ensure that 

it was adequate and that questions regarding the implications for the increased in leased 

property and land be covered and the implications regarding ponds. 

The Clerk suggested that both Zurich and BHIB be contacted for prices with respect to this, but 

the Council took the view that just the existing provider be adequate, so to follow up with them 

in the first instance. 

This will be discussed, and the decision be delegated to the Risk and Audit Committee at the 

end of April. 

Action: Clerk to follow up with insurance company / companies. 

Clerk to include on the Risk and Audit Committee Meeting agenda. 

22/23 255      To receive an update in relation to the future of St John’s Seminary and 
approve next steps. 

Cllr Shutes updated the Council on the consultation and each of the 8 points.  He noted the 

opportunities to the potential football club and the schools of the football pitch, with limitations 

around facilities and parking. 

The Developer continues to be receptive and supportive, with numerous successes.  Key 

challenges are the lack of support for central refuge between the development and Mill Lane, 

in the direction of Shamley Green, based on vehicle speeds prior to the increased traffic 

movement generated by the development.  This negates the safe route between Wonersh and 

the Wonersh and Shamley Green School.  Presently, there is limited support from Surrey 

County Council and the Police for measures which will effectively manage these speeds at a 

safer level, which might extend to average speed cameras along the route. 

Exploration of the options for the Pepperpot junction continues, with Cllrs Shutes and Lavender 

requesting that Surrey County Council cost the Pepperpot junction improvement project so that 

accurate values can be requested of the developers under Planning contribution. 
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The Developer is suggesting eight units for affordable homes. 

Action:    Clerk to follow up with WBC Officer and Surrey Community Action as to 

how this relates to the local needs survey. 

22/23 256      To receive an update on the purchase of Barnett Hill Fields and investment 
in the redevelopment of the Arbuthnot Hall and associated consultation 
and approve next steps. 

This was brought up the agenda.  Cllr Shutes closed the meeting to allow residents to ask 
questions, the focus being details of the early timeline.  There was strong community interest 
from the outset in preserving this area for public use.  This was considered and decided using 
Council processes with input from the Surrey Association of Local Councils and the Council’s 
legal representation.  The Consultation follows the loan process and is midway through this.  
The process was ongoing but will be completed at the earliest opportunity. 

The Arbuthnot Hall was included also as it needs redevelopment.  A balanced renovation, 
involving preservation of the original structure and improvement of the later extensions is being 
proposed.  The PWLB was already under consideration but the timing of the opportunity to 
purchase the land and the investment required to consult as part of the application process for 
the loan meant it was sensible to combine the applications. 

Cllr Shutes summarised the processes used and the responses to the consultations so far.  
The following actions were agreed in response to this. 

Action: To send a reminder to parish residents to complete the consultation if they have 
not already.  To include a Questions and Answer document. 

To extend the consultation period to the 21 April from the 19 April, so this can be 
communicated to the SGVA AGM. 

The Council discussed the management of the land following its purchase and agreed that a 
Working Party, to include resident and Councillor members with appropriate interests and 
skills, will explore the structure of the Management Trust.  Cllr Shutes and Knight to be the 
Council representatives in the first instance. 

Action: Cllrs Knight and Shutes to represent the Council on a land management 
working party. 

The Council noted that financial matters would be discussed in a closed session at the end of 
the meeting.  Actions were: 

Action: Cllr Band to present a Land Valuation Statement to the Risk and Audit 
Committee for the Committee’s delegated approval. 

Subject to approval, the Council to consider carefully the proportion of the loan drawn 
down and at one timescale. 

Cllr Knight to assist with the analysis of results, as required. 

22/23 257      To receive an update on fundraising for the playgrounds and approve next 
steps. 

The Council welcomed Cllr Lavender’s update to the Parish Council as to the progress made 
with the design and implementation of the playgrounds, including and actions in relation to 
wider fundraising.  He recognised the local stakeholders playing active roles, including the 
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Grantley Arms and the Wonersh Fair.  Car boot sale or a tabletop sale on Wonersh Common 
was suggested and the practicalities around this.   

The car boot / tabletop sale was explored with a range of alternative sites were considered 
given concerns regarding the drainage infrastructure under the Sports Field. 

Action: Cllr Lavender to explore alternative site to Wonersh Common for a car boot / 
tabletop sale. 

22/23 258      To receive an update on responses to for better traffic management along 
the Street, Wonersh and approve next steps. 

The Council noted the updates in relations to the school coaches and the willingness of the 
County Councillor to attend, subject to his availability. 

Action: Clerk to set up meeting with the bus operators, Parish Councillors, County 
Councillor and residents. 

Communications suggesting that there were no restrictions on the vehicles accessing the 
Street and had they been removed, would have been subject to consultation.  There is 
photographic evidence to the contrary and no evidence as to the removal of these. 

Action: Cllr Shutes and the Clerk to respond to Surrey County Council Officers with the 
photographic evidence as to the restrictions in accessing The Street. 

22/23 259      To receive an update on Gerald’s Wood and approve next steps. 

This was brought up the agenda.  The Clerk noted recent discussion with Waverley Borough 
Council regarding the tree works yet to be completed and that, with the change in route 
through the top would require a resurvey, prior to opening.   

Cllr Howard welcomed the useful response from Waverley Borough Council Officers.  The 
Clerk noted that there were several points requiring further consideration and response and 
that Officers had agreed to meet with Councillors and the Clerk following this, with a view to 
payment of outstanding amounts. 

Action: To ensure signage and barriers are in place to prevent access to the top of the 
wood. 

Clerk to respond to WBC Officers, setting up a meeting. 

Progress payment of the outstanding invoice, subject to a satisfactory response. 

Cllr Shutes noted that an offer had been made for the purchase of the Gerald’s Wood, with the 
potential for a permissive footpath.   Cllr Lavender enquired as to any covenants on the land in 
relation to public enjoyment.  The Council noted that our legal representation is exploring 
further 

Action: Clerk Cllr Shutes and Wonersh Woodland Group member to meet with the 
potential purchaser regarding the route and access. 

Clerk to include on a future Council Meeting Agenda if potential purchaser is keen to 
progress.  Response to include public consultation. 

22/23 260     To receive an update on the Shamley Green Community Room and approve 

next steps. 
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Cllr Band raised a query regarding the Emergency Lighting and the clarification as to 

responsibilities and requested that Waverley Borough Council brought the compliance 

requirements up to date.  The Council delegated the decision as to whether the leases be 

released for signing to the Risk and Audit Committee. 

Action: Clerk to follow up with WBC Officer. 

Risk and Audit Committee to determine whether the response allows for the lease 

document to be released to Waverley Borough Council.  

22/23 261     To receive an update on the leases of the land and approve next steps. 

There were no further updates. 

22/23 262     To consider and approve the rental fees for parish council hireable assets 

and approve next steps. 

The Council noted that for the policies where the Parish Council follow Waverley Borough 

Council, this would continue.  The Council approved increased based on the figures included 

in the Waverley Borough Council approved budget.  This includes the hire of common land by 

purpose and charges in relation of administration of easement requests. 

Action: Clerk to update in the relevant policies. 

The Clerk noted that this did not extend to the Community Room. The Council confirmed the 

existing costs and agreed that this would be reviewed as part of budget planning for the 

2024/25 financial year. 

Action: Council to consider the hire charges for the community room as part of the 

budget review in the Autumn. 

The Clerk noted that historically Waverley Borough Council charged for sessions of any length 

at the same cost.  This had impacted upon the back payments received for the community 

room and held in an allocated reserve for reinvestment in the space.  The Council noted this 

and recognised the importance of the main hirer.  It was agreed that there would be further 

consideration of this prior to budget setting in the Autumn. 

Action: Clerk, Assistant to the Clerk and Cllr Band to consider this further prior to 

budget setting for 2024/25. 

22/23 263     To receive any further updates from the Commons Working Party, Wonersh 

Environmental Advisory Group and Shamley Green Environment Group 

and approve next steps. 

Cllr Howard noted the Shamley Green Environment Group were reviewing the trees across the 

seasons and reporting their findings to Wonersh Parish Council in the first instance.  The 

reports are interesting, concise and supported by photographs. 

The Clerk requested that all trees of immediate concern be reported to Waverley Borough 

Council, as per the instructions on the Report a Tree Issue webpage.  Responsibility for trees 

in the open common will transfer to Wonersh Parish Council soon but trees on estates and 

within the wooded commons will remain with Waverley Borough Council.  

https://www.waverley.gov.uk/Services/Parks-leisure-and-things-to-do/Parks-countryside-and-green-spaces/Report-a-tree-problem
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The Clerk noted the intention of this being transferred to Parish Online over the summer 

months and that she was keen to work with the Shamley Green Environment group to 

progress this.  Using a similar approach across the Parish is of interest and other parish-wide 

commons management would benefit a review 

Action: Clerk and Cllr Howard to confirm the requirement to report tree issues directly 

to Waverley Borough Council. 

Clerk and Shamley Green Environment Group to work on mapping this in Parish Online. 

Commons Working Party to explore wider mapping. 

Action: Set a date for the next Commons Working Party 

Cllr Howarrd noted that, as advised would be likely by ecological specialist that the crassula 

was now apparent in the Duck Pond.  She noted that a date had been agreed with the 

contractor and Shamley Green Environment Group to meet to dicuss this and other pond 

maintenance issues. 

Action: Cllr Howard and Shamley Green Environment Group to meet with the ponds 

contractor to propose a programme of work to the Parish Council. 

Cllr Knight highlighted that the Wonersh Environment Advisory Group had been focussing on 

the dissemination and awareness strand of their work and were installing an interpretation 

board.  Also explored was the use of time lapse nature cameras to engage residents and the 

potential for this to be included as part of this dissemination.  Each would be covered under the 

£850 received from Surrey County Council for these purposes. 

Action: Cllr Knight to advance the design of the interpretation board and associated 

technology requirements. 

Cllr Knight to work with the Clerk and Assistant to the Clerk to order and install these. 

Clerk to report back expenditure to Surrey County Council in a timely manner 

The plans for the land to be purchased was also touched upon, including projects completed 

by volunteers from businesses as part of their reinvestment in communities and team building 

activities. 

Cllr Shutes provided an update on the Cross Paish Environmental Group, with a Workshop 

planned for the follow week, with a presentation from the verges and meadows manager at 

Plant Life.   

The size and scale of the group was noted as changing the ethos and dynamics and there was 

a brief discussion on how to manage this.  The Surrey Wildlife Trust was mentioned as a 

possible option to assist. 

22/23 266      To consider and approve the format of the Annual Parish Meeting (Annual 

Assembly) on Thursday 25 May at Wonersh Memorial Hall and approve 

next steps. 

Cllr Shutes provided an update on progress made with the presentation for the annual 

assembly and the following actions were agreed. 
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Action: Cllrs to bring together the presentation 

Cllr Knight to provide IT support for an online option for attendance 

Clerk to invite the relevant organisations and individuals. 

Assistant to the Clerk to arrange the drinks. 

Councillors and Clerk to bring a plate for food for attendees. 

22/23 267  To consider and approve the Council response, if any, to the Local 

Government Boundary Commission consultations on the electoral 

boundaries for Surrey County Council, due by 8 May 2023.   

The Council noted this and would follow the progress with interest. 

22/23 268  To consider and approve the Council response, if any, to the Surrey Hills 

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Boundary Variation Project, due by 13 

June 2023.   

The Council welcomed the suggestions to extend the boundary, resulting in that Parish being 

included in AONB.  It was suggested that, given the green open space to the west of Cranleigh 

Waters that the Downslink to provide the effective boundary.  The Council approved this 

suggestion. 

Action: Councillors to provide any further considerations to include in the Council 

response to the review.   

Clerk to respond on behalf of the Council. 

22/23 269     To receive an update on the Surrey County Council Small Community 
Projects fund, for projects between £1k and £50k and approve next steps.  

The Council considered this and both playgrounds were noted as a priority for this. 

Action: Cllr Howard and Lavender to progress with the support of the Playgrounds 
Working Party and the Clerk. 

22/23 270      To receive an update on any plans for the Coronation in each village and 

approve next steps. 

An informal picnic is being held in Shamley Green.   

Action: Clerk to support volunteers in the application to Waverley Borough Council for 

a licence. 

Event planned in Blackheath for the Coronation, catered by residents for residents.  The 

previous week is the Blackheath May Fair. 

The plans for Wonersh Common were not feasible given the timing of cricketing uses.  There 

will be a big picnic in Wonersh Park. 

22/23 271     To receive any signed off risk assessments for voluntary works and note 
expected forthcoming ones for Council consideration. 

The Clerk noted that a risk assessment had been received from the Guiding Association for 

Wonersh Brownies to litter pick on the common. 

https://www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/south-east/surrey/surrey-county-council
https://www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/south-east/surrey/surrey-county-council
https://www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/south-east/surrey/surrey-county-council
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/ne-landscape-heritage-and-geodiversity-team/surrey-hills-boundary-variation/
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/ne-landscape-heritage-and-geodiversity-team/surrey-hills-boundary-variation/
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/community/voluntary-community-and-faith-sector/funding/community-projects-fund/small
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/community/voluntary-community-and-faith-sector/funding/community-projects-fund/small
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22/23 272     To receive the summary of suggested actions responding to the weekly 
playground inspection reports and approve next steps. 

The Clerk updated the Council as to the completed and planned works by the Routine 

Maintenance Contractor and playgrounds contractor. 

22/23 273     Members’ business and correspondence for noting or including on a future 
agenda.   

The Clerk noted earlier in the meeting that providing football facilities was not included on the 
agenda as an item for substantiative consideration but would be on a later agenda.   

Action: Clerk to explore further the Cricket Club response to availability of space for a 
football club to benefit from local sports facilities. 

Cllr Gibbs provided an update on the efforts to resolve the flood of Blackheath Lane and is 
awaiting updated from Surrey County Council.  It was also of note that the interpretation 
boards on Blackheath had been replaced with corrected information.  Flooding Blackheath 
Lane awaiting updates from SCC.  Updated signs on Blackheath.  

Anthony Shutes raised the resident concerns regarding the lack path in front of the houses 
towards the Platt and proposed a response highlighting the Surrey County Council mapping of 
recognised footpaths and their duty to maintain these.  It was noted that should sufficient local 
support be in place there might be the option for residents to advance this further.  

Action: Clerk to advise the resident. 

Cllr Howard noted that the Routine Maintenance Contractor had cleared the drainage around 
the local bus stops in Shamley Green and carried out some emergency repairs.  It was noted 
that further reparis were required and the Council should consider the feasibility of doing this. 

Action: Clerk to investigate whose assets the bus stops in Shamley Green are. 

Council to consider works to bus stops in Shamley Green and possible adoption. 

22/23 274     Dates of future meetings: 
Annual Parish Council Meeting:  18 May 2023 
Annual Parish Meeting (Assembly):   25 May 2023 
Planning Committee:     27 April, 18 May 2023  
Risk and Audit Committee:    27 April 2023 

These were confirmed. 
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