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Minutes of the meeting of Wonersh Parish Council held on Thursday 16 March 2023
at 7.30pm, at the Wonersh Sports Pavilion.

Present: Clirs Chris Crouch, Chris Howard, Stephen Lavender and Anthony Shutes
(Chair).

In attendance: Lisa Davison, Borough Councillor Michael Goodridge, Clir Ben Knight, via
video-link and 28 members of the public.

22/23 237 To receive and accept apologies for absence.

The Council received and accepted apologies for absence from Cllrs Mike Band and Max
Gibbs. ClIr Ben Knight was in attendance via remote video link.

22/23 228. Wonersh Parish Code of Conduct — Declarations of disclosable interests
and if requested consideration and approval of dispensations under the
Code.

Cllr Lavender noted a non-pecuniary interest in that a family member bordered the land
under consideration.

22/23 239 Open meeting for members of the public to raise matters with the
Council.

During the open part of meeting the members of the public in attendance, shared their
experience and views of the land under consideration for sale. They had the opportunity to
ask guestions of the Council as to how they might respond to this opportunity. The thrust
was that the Council were keen to see this area protected for the broader benefits offered
and with potential for community access conducive to such purposes.

Those in attendance shared general support for the idea of public ownership and access.
There are some known bids and the expectation of others. There were broad discussions
about the options the Council or others might explore and an appreciation of it being an
asset of community value, and queries as to whether it can be registered as such. There
was willingness from many in attendance to invest in the area for its wider protection,
recognising that a member of the public may purchase with a view to the Parish Council
raising funds to take on this amenity.

Options for raising funds were summarised for the public audience, this included through
the Public Works Loan Board, subject to wider consultation and resident donations to
potentially purchase this land.

With reference to section 1 (2) of The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 the
Chair, ClIr Shutes, proposed that the Council would now move into a closed session, on the
basis that their inclusion would prejudice the public interest by reason of the confidential
nature of the business. ClIr Shutes also proposed that the Council’s legal representative
remain to advise. The Council resolved to approve these motions and the members of the
public exited.



https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/Eliz2/8-9/67/section/1/2021-05-01

22/23 240 To consider and approve the Council response to the sale of Barnett Hill
Fields.

The Council noted their intention to acquire this land for community benefit. They
discussed the costs and funding options for purchase and operation of these fields. Some
Councillors shared reservations and potential risks. These and the mitigation of these,
included:

Residents are outbid. In response, alternative approaches are being considered.

We fail to get a PWLB loan. Jn response we have received legal advice on this already and
are working closely Surrey Association of Local Councils to provide best understanding of
such processes.

We fail to set up a Management Trust, which given the level of current interest is low risk in
the short term. In response, the Council has growing experience of managing similar areas
of land.

Interest Rate rise — the loan is fixed on the day we secure the loan. Albeit at the current
rising interest rates.

We fail to get community support across the parish to protect this area. In response, we
consider how we increase the awareness of the potential risk under both current and future
planning legislation. Furthermore, councillors highlighted the importance of considering
how the other villages in the parish might be supported in the future with parallel projects. It
was recognised that the PWLB loan is not restricted to a single project and obtaining it may
allow reserves to be spent more easily on future projects,

The following recommendations were made to Council, which Councillors unanimously
resolved to approve:

Should the resident’s bid for Lots 1 and 2 be successful, the Council agreed to:

Actions: Council to start the consultation and the process to secure a loan from the
PWLB.

Council to create a fund-raising Working Party to liaise with the Wonersh Foundation
and seek donations.

Council and Working Party members to consider options to create a Management
Trust and seek funding for annual maintenance costs.

WPC to consider level of donation from unallocated reserves
Should the resident’s bid be unsuccessful, the Council agreed to:

Action: Council to consider seeking an Asset of Community Value (ACV)
designation, if possible, and then return to Council to reconsider bidding in the
future if no bid is successful for any of the Lots, and/or

Discuss with the new owners the viability of opening the Fields for public access or
providing a permissive path to offer greater connectivity between the three villages.

Irrespective of the outcome, the Council agreed the following with regards to Lot 1:

Action: seek permission from the new owners to create a permissive foot path
parallel to the Cranleigh road from Downfield up the hill to link in with the existing
footpath which currently ends on the steep road leaving Wonersh towards Shamley
Green.
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