
 
 

   
 

Minutes of the meeting of Wonersh Parish Council held on Thursday 12 January 2023 at 
7.30pm, at the Wonersh Sports Pavilion.     

Present: Cllrs Mike Band, Chris Crouch, Chris Howard, Ben Knight, Stephen Lavender and 
Anthony Shutes (Chair). 

In attendance: Lisa Davison, Borough Councillor Michael Goodridge.  

22/23 174     To consider and approve apologies for absence.   

The Council received and resolved to approve apologies for absence for Jonathan Jenner and 
Max Gibbs. 

22/23 175      Wonersh Parish Code of Conduct – Declarations of disclosable interests. 

The Clerk noted a pecuniary interest in item 22/23 183 (c), pension scheme choice, which the 
Council resolved to take in a closed session at the end of the meeting, excluding the Clerk. 

There were no further declarations of disclosable interests.  

22/23 176      Open meeting for members of the public to raise matters with the Council.  

There were no members of the public present. County Cllr Kevin Deanus shared his apologies 
and Borough Cllr Michael Goodridge was in attendance. 

Cllr Goodridge noted Waverley Borough Council Enforcement had been notified over concerns 
relating to development at Derrysbourne.  They also noted the ongoing concerns regarding the 
licensing of the gate onto registered common land in Blackheath from one of the recently 
auctioned plots. 

22/23 177     To consider and approve the minutes of the Council meeting held on 13 
October, 11 November and 1 December (extra ordinary) 2022.   

The Council resolved to approve these minutes (proposed by Cllr Shutes) subject to the 
following update to item 22/23 149 in the 10 November minutes: 

The Council considered the nature of Cllr Jenner’s apologies, which are of a personal nature, 

and resolved to approve these for a further six months. 

22/23 178     To consider and approve the minutes of the Personnel Committee meeting 
held on 1 December 2022.   

The Council resolved to approve these minutes 

22/23 179     To receive progress reports about matters previously considered and 
approved by the Council.  

The Clerk drew councillors' attention to the updates to the Asset Register and noted that these 
would be formally approved at the February Council Meeting following a Risk and Audit 
Meeting on Thursday 2 February 2023, at 10.15 am. 

Cllr Shutes noted that the parish Emergency Plan had been updated insofar as possible by the 
Clerk.  Councillors are requested to review these, particularly any items highlighted in yellow 
and confirm these so the updated plan can be approved in February and paper copies 
provided. 

Action: Councillors to review Emergency Plan 
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Clerk to include on the February Council Meeting Agenda and to provide Councillors 
with a paper copy. 

Councillors discussed further an event to attract new councillors, provisionally 23 March 2023.  
It was proposed that this take place at the Wonersh Sports Pavilion and also be available as a 
hybrid meeting.  The role of hybrid meetings over the longer term was discussed more widely. 

Action: Clerk to enquire as to the space and confirm Councillor availability. 

Cllr Ben Knight to provide technical support for the hybrid meeting. 

22/23 180     To receive the approved minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held 
on 8 September, 20 October, 10 November, 1 December, 22 December 2022. 

These were received. 

22/23 181     Finance – to consider and approve the following:   

(a)      the list of payment and receipt vouchers in November and December 
2022;  

The Council resolved to approve these (proposed by Cllr Shutes). 

(b) the end-October and November 2022 financial statement; 

The Council resolved to approve these (proposed by Cllr Shutes). 

(c) payment of £187 to the Society of Local Council Clerks for 
membership for the Clerk; 

The Council resolved to approve this (proposed by Cllr Shutes). 

(d) payment of £721 to Sitec for the purchase and setup of a 
replacement laptop for the Clerk; 

The Council resolved to approve this (proposed by Cllr Shutes). 

(e) payment of £24.01 to Hivis for the purchase of logoed high-visibility 
vests; and 

The Council resolved to approve these (proposed by Cllr Shutes). 

(f)  the addition of Charterhouse Tree Care and Playscene to the 
Schedule of Regular Payments. 

The Council resolved to approve these (proposed by Cllr Shutes). 

The Clerk noted that the following also required approval and these would be confirmed on a 
future agenda:  

• Payment of £313.29 to website builder and  

• Payment of up to £80 for the deposit return for plot 9a 

22/23 182     Finance – to note receipt of: 

(a) £756.00 inclusive of VAT for three memorial trees in Wonersh; 

(b) £2,775.00 from the European Regional Development Fund via 

Waverley Borough Council, reimbursing improvements to local 

green spaces;  
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(c) £2,071.00 in sponsorship for the repair of the Rocking Horse in 

Wonersh Playground; and 

The Council expressed their gratitude and Cllr Shutes will write formally to thank the donor. 

(d) £308 in allotment deposits. 

22/23 183   To receive recommendations from the Personnel Committee on the 
following and associated matters and approve next steps, including any 
budget implications: 

(a) approved appraisals for the Assistant to the Clerk and the Clerk; 

The Council resolved to approve these (proposed Cllr Howard). 

(b) the Clerk’s request for support to complete CILCA; and 

The Council resolved to approve this (proposed Cllr Howard). 

(c) pension enrolment on the NEST or Local Government Pension 

Scheme for Council staff. 

The Council resolved to defer discussion of this to the end of the meeting and to exclude the 

Clerk. 

22/23 184   To award the contract and approve the contractual arrangements for the 
mowing of Wonersh Cricket Club outfield from the 2023 season and 
approve next steps. 

The Council received quotes four contractors and noted that further clarification was required 
for one of these.  The Council requested references as to the contractors they had yet to 
employ and further details as to the machinery used had been requested by the Cricket Club. 

Action: Clerk to follow up regarding a reference for the new contractor. 

Action: Clerk to enquire further as to the equipment to be used. 

22/23 185   To consider the budget and precept for 2023/24 and approve next steps.  

The council resolved unanimously to accept a precept of £98,498 and the budget of 
£143,705.00 for the 2023/24 financial year.  Cllr Shutes noted the earlier agreement to provide 
an infographic to explain how the budget and the precept and how this is invested locally. 

Action: Clerk to update Waverley Borough Council. 

Councillors to create infographic to communicate to residents. 

22/23 186      To receive an update from the Traffic, Parking and Cycling Working Party 

and approve next steps.  

Matters also concerning the seminary are noted under 22/23 187. 

Cllr Lavender provided an update to the recent meeting of the Traffic, Parking and Cycling 

Working Party.  Members noted their growing concern regarding the state of road between 

Wonersh and Shalford.  The Council resolved to send a letter to Surrey Highways, the County 

Councillor and our Member of Parliament about the general state of the road, in particular this 

area of concern. 
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Members of the Working Party enquired as to the possibility of gates for each of the villages 

were proposed.  The Council noted that this should be considered holistically as part of the 

local developments and anything considered by in line with the Surrey Hills AONB design.  The 

restrictions in relation to the geography of the local roads was highlighted. 

Cllr Knight enquired as to whether any planned works would take place between on the 

pavements between Wonersh and Shalford.  The Clerk updated Council with a response from 

Waverley Borough Council regarding the inclusion of flailing of the verges and it was noted that 

weeding was not included as part of the verge works in this position.  Cllr Knight proposed that 

a Working Party could complete these works.  The Clerk noted that a Risk Assessment was 

required for this, to include the use of high visibility vests, given the proximity to the highway. 

Action: Cllr Lavender to draft a letter regarding concerns about the local highways, 

emphasising the stretch of road between Wonersh and Shalford. 

Councillors and Clerk to review and Clerk to send. 

Cllr Knight to organise a Working Party for the removal of weeds from the paved verges 

between Wonersh and Shalford. 

22/23 187      To receive an update in relation to the future of St John’s Seminary and 
approve next steps. 

Cllr Shutes noted that recent meetings had progressed discussions under each of the following 
areas of interest.   

1. Effective speed reduction and enforcement  
2. Safe traffic exit from the Seminary  
3. Measures to encourage new residents of the Seminary to walk and cycle to Wonersh 

and Shamley Green.  
4. Safe pedestrian crossing on the B2128 near the Wonersh Village shop.  
5. Bus stop.  
6. Community access to the Seminary Sports field and woods.  
7. Conditions pertaining to the AONB and Dark Skies initiative and the wider biodiversity of 

the multiple acres of land during construction and use.  
8. Affordable and Social Housing 

Updates related to the recent speed surveys completed by the developer and the challenges in 
the implementation of some measure without engagement from the necessary stakeholder to 
assist in policing and providing an environment which engenders safer driving choices.  The 
Parish Council noted their commitment to lobbying these stakeholders given the importance of 
this to residents. 

Cllr Shutes noted the proposals for a footpath through the seminary and onward to Wonersh 
and connections with Shamley Green remained positive and capable of supporting initially 
pedestrian and then cyclist needs. 

Improvement to Wonersh village centre and improving access to key services for new and 
existing residents in the parish were also being explored in detail be the developers, in 
conjunction with other relevant stakeholders, with intentions to enact these through the 
relevant planning legislation.  The concept of a making the village centre a 20mph zone was 
viewed as pivotal in this by all stakeholders and the Council will continue to lobby for this, 
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The narrative on affordable and social housing was viewed as interesting both with reference 
to the recent meeting between Councillors and Waverley Borough Council and with 
consideration for the developer’s plans.  Councillors reminded the Clerk of the action to follow 
up with Waverley Borough Council and Surrey Community Action with respect to this. 

Cllr Shutes noted the planned consultation event that AndCompany will be held in the 
Seminary as follows:  

• Tuesday 7th, Wednesday 8th, Thursday 9th and Friday 10th March, from noon to 7pm 
(last session starts at 6pm).  

• Saturday 11th March, from 10 to 2pm (last session starts at 1 pm) 

Details will be included in Parish Magazines and the Parish Council website.  

22/23 188      To receive an update in relation to the closed burial ground and approve 
next steps.  

22/23 181 (g) to consider and approve payment of £97.50 for follow-up advice on 
the survey from Hockley and Dawson. 

The Council resolved to approve this payment (proposed by Cllr Shutes).  

Cllr Band and Shutes updated the Council as to recent advice received from their consultants 
Hockley and Dawson, as to the contribution the walls have made to the stability of the walls 
and the requirement to better understand how the trees are to be managed prior to taking the 
next step.  Councillors noted that Hockley and Dawson had provided letters addressed to each 
party, and documents in support of these, and the Council noted and approved the covering 
letter to accompany these.  The Council resolved to approve retrospectively the payment for 
this advice (proposed by Cllr Band). 

The Council considered further the cordoning off of the wall and associated safety 
considerations in the meantime and referred this to the Risk and Audit Committee for further 
discussion and to approve next steps. 

Action: Clerk to follow up with letters to Wonersh House and the Vicar of St John the 
Baptist Church. 

Clerk to include the Closed Burial Ground, in particular the walls, as an item on the Risk 
and Audit Committee agenda. 

22/23 189      To receive an update regarding the management of the ponds and approve 

next steps.  

22/23 181 (h) to consider and approve payment of up to £4,000 for a programme 

of works to the ponds in Shamley Green. 

Cllr Howard noted some emergency work scheduled with the routine maintenance contractor.  

The Clerk requested delegated authority to examine the received quotes and explore further 

options and bring these proposals back to the February meeting, for the coming years. 

Action: Cllr Chris Howard and the Clerk to explore with the Shamley Green Environment 

Group proposals for the ponds. 

Clerk to follow up with appropriate contractors and confirm with the land owners any 

significant work. 
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22/23 190      To receive an update on works to protect the common land in Shamley 

Green and approve next steps. 

22/23 181 (i) to consider and approve payment of up £935 to AEM for the 

installation of posts on WBC leased common land; 

The Clerk updated the Council as to the works on Lords Hill following repairs to the path. The 

Council resolved to approve up to £20 for these purposes (proposed by Cllr Howard).  Cllr 

Howard note the households crossing the common without an easement to park within the 

curtilage of their own grounds and the damage being caused to the common land.  The 

Council resolved to approve the £915 with respect to this (proposed by Cllr Howard). 

Action: Cllr Howard to discuss concerns and proposals with local residents. 

Clerk to advise the contractor as to plans for the installation of posts in Hullmead. 

Cllr Howard noted concerns regarding the common land at the start of Nursery Hill. 

Action: Clerk to follow up with Waverley Borough Council  

22/23 191      To receive an update regarding tree works in the parish and approve next 

steps.  

22/23 181 (j) to consider and approve payment of up to £860 to Charterhouse 

Tree Care for pruning of or removal of deadwood from trees on Wonersh 

Common and associated works; and 

22/23 181 (k) to consider and approve payment of up £232.50 to Charterhouse 

Tree Care for the installation of stakes to protect trees on Wonersh Common 

from strimmer damage. 

22/23 182 (e) to note payment of £1,700 to Charterhouse Tree Care from the 

Gerald’s Wood budget category. 

The Council resolved to approve the payment of up to £860 for the pruning or removal of 

deadwood from the trees.  The Council requested further details as to the proposed stakes and 

their effectiveness – and the alternatives available.  The Council noted the importance of 

reminding contractors to not strim or mow too closely to trees. 

Action: Clerk to follow up with contractor regarding the timing of the pruning and 

removal of deadwood and the queries regarding the stakes. 

Clerk to follow up with contractors regarding mowing and strimming near trees. 

22/23 192      To review the draft mowing maps for the 2023 season on Wonersh, 

Shamley Green and Lords Hill Common and approve next steps.  

The Council thanked the Clerk for the updates to the maps and approved these for 

communication to contractors.  Cllr Band highlighted some concerns regarding sightlines near 

the duck pond in Shamley Green.  Cllr Howard and the Clerk confirmed that there would be no 

material change from the mowing in 2022 in this location but should sightlines be impaired the 

Clerk would instruct the contractor to cut the affected area as part of the end-of-season cut, or 

earlier. 
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Action: Clerk to advise contractors as to the planned changes. 

22/23 193      To consider the probation of Andrew Holloway as the Routine Maintenance 

Contractor for the parish and approve next steps. 

22/23 181 (l) to consider and approve payment of up to £500 per month to fulfil 

the requirements of the Routine Maintenance Contract, beyond the probation 

period. 

The Council commended Andrew Holloway on how he is working with the Clerk, Councillors 

and residents and confirmed his position.  They requested before and after photos for all works 

completed as these had been working effectively up until now. 

The Clerk drew Councillors attention to the proposed mechanism for reporting playgrounds 

work to the routine maintenance contractor and others as applicable.  Council resolved to 

approve these.  

Action: Clerk to advise the contractor. 

22/23 194      To receive any further updates from the Commons Working Party, Wonersh 

Environmental Advisory Group and Shamley Green Environment Group 

and approve next steps.  

Cllr Shutes noted the Gerald’s Wood Working Party scheduled for 29 January and welcomed 

participation. Cllr Howard noted that the Shamley Green Environment Group meeting next 

week to agree objectives for 2023.  Cllr Knight noted that in relation to a works project he had 

led they are using webcams to communicate and disseminate environmental and biodiversity 

benefits of projects such as those led by WEAG and SGEG. 

22/23 195      To receive an update on the land leases and approve next steps. 

The Council acknowledges the updates to the land leases, which respond to a number of 

concerns but not all.  The Council delegated a response to the Clerk, supported by the land 

lease working party. 

Action: Clerk and Cllrs Band, Howard and Shutes to respond to solicitors and Waverley 

Borough Council.   

22/23 196     To receive an update on the Surrey County Council Member’s Allowance 
availability and approve next steps.  

The Clerk noted that the Council had submitted a request to Kevin Deanus’s, Surrey County 
Council, member’s allowance for the WEAG interpretation board on Wonersh Common. 

Action: Cllr Ben Knight to share the quote for the interpretation board with Surrey 
County Council Community Partnership. 

22/23 197     To receive any signed off risk assessments for voluntary works and note 
expected forthcoming ones for Council consideration. 

The Council received and approved the Risk Assessment for the Working Party led by 
Wonersh Woodland Group in Gerald’s Wood.  Cllr Knight noted that he would be submitting 
one for a working party to weed the footpath alongside B2128 from Wonersh up to the 
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boundary with Shalford Parish / Guildford Borough Council. The Clerk and Cllr Shutes have 
delegated authority to confirm this if scheduled prior to the next Council Meeting. 

22/23 198     Members’ business and correspondence for noting or including on a future 
agenda.   

Cllr Band noted that Newcomers Party at the Arbuthnott Hall Shamley Green on Tuesday 21 
February. 

Action: Councillors to confirm their attendance with the Clerk. 

Cllr Band discussed the scheduling of next Risk and Audit Committee Meeting and Thursday 2 
February at 10.15am. 

Action: Clerk to schedule and work with Cllr Band on the agenda for the Risk and Audit 
Committee Meeting. 

Councillors queried the Parking Review process and communication of this.  They were more 
concerned regarding the policing of the dangerous and illegal parking in the parish than 
introducing new restrictions.  They were interested in responding to suggestions made by other 
residents and also publicising opportunities for public input into this process. 

Action: Clerk to communicate these points to County Cllr Kevin Deanus. 

The Council noted recent communications regarding the ongoing problems with public buses 
and private coaches, some on school contracts, meeting on The Street and mounting the 
pavements.  The engagement of County Councillor Kevin Deanus in this matter were also 
noted the Council resolved to explore this further. 

Action: Clerk to include this on the February Council Meeting Agenda. 

The Council approved the draft response to the Air Quality Consultation. 

Clerk: To submit response to Waverley Borough Council. 

22/23 199     Dates of future meetings: 

Full Council Meeting: 9 February 2023 

Subject to the meeting being quorate this was confirmed. 

Planning Committee:  2 February 2023 

This was confirmed.  It was also confirmed that this would be followed by a Risk and Audit 
Committee Meeting. 

clerk@wonershparish.org 

The Parish Office, Wonersh Sports Pavilion, The Common, Wonersh, GU5 0PJ 

Tel: 01483 892601   
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	In attendance: Lisa Davison, Borough Councillor Michael Goodridge.

