
Minutes of the meeting of the Risk and Audit Committee of Wonersh Parish Council held on 
Thursday 24 June 2021 at 10.30 am, at Wonersh Sports Pavilion.   

Present:  Councillors Mike Band (Chair), Chris Crouch, Chris Howard, Ben Knight, Stephen 
Lavender and Rod Weale.    

In attendance:  Lisa Davison, Jeannette Stevenson and one member of the public. 

MINUTES 

R21/22 016   To receive and accept apologies for absence. 

Apologies were received and accepted for Cllrs Scott and Shutes. 

R21/22 017   Wonersh Parish Code of Conduct – Declarations of disclosable interests. 

There were no disclosable interests declared. 

R21/22 018   Open meeting for members of the public to raise matters about the Council’s 
risk management and audit issues. 

There was one member of the public with an interest in item R21/22 020. 

R21/22 019  To receive progress reports about matters previously considered and approved 
by the Committee or the Council. 

The Committee noted the recommendations of the Internal Audit, which would be considered at 
the next Risk and Audit Committee meeting in September. 

R21/22 020  To receive recommendations regarding the tree survey for Gerald’s Wood and 
approve next steps, including any recommendations to Council. 

The Committee noted the decision by Council to further explore the recommendations from 

Waverley Borough Council regarding a more extensive survey of trees in Gerald’s Wood, noting 

recent additions to the footways within the wood as a contributory factor to this.  An on-site 

meeting with the Tree Officer, the Clerk, councillors and members of Wonersh Woodland Group 

was recommended to better understand the rationale behind this and to ensure that the Parish 

Council were responding adequately to risk levels. 

Action: Clerk to arrange to meeting 

R21/22 021  To review risk assessment processes and approve next steps. 

It was noted that a local resident, who has invested heavily in the green spaces within the Parish 
had developed and took ownership of risk assessments in relation to these works.  Whilst these 
did not fit the format proposed by the Council, they were thorough and site and job specific, 
providing a thorough acknowledgment of risk and putting mitigating measures in place.  It was 
agreed that the approval of these should be delegated to the Clerk and Cllr Howard and that the 
resident be reminded that they must await Council or Committee approval before commencing any 
works. 

Action: Clerk and Cllr Howard to review risk assessments and to make a judgement as to 
the appropriateness of these and feed back to the resident on behalf of the Committee and 
Council. 

Cllr Howard to countersign the approved Risk Assessments, as delegated by the 
Committee. 



   

 

 2 of 2  

 

Clerk and Shamley Green Councillors to write formally to the resident to thank them for 
their investment, stressing the importance of seeking Council approval prior to the 
completion of any works.   

It was noted that Wonersh Parish Council would soon be signing a number of leases with 
Waverley Borough Council and that whilst booking and hire terms had been recently reviewed by 
Wonersh Parish Council with respect to the hire of green spaces, those relating to the community 
room had not, though covid-related Risk Assessments had been completed by the Council and 
hirer and confirmed by both Councils.   

Action: Council to review and confirm Terms and Conditions for hire of the community 
room, with consideration for Covid and related matters. 

In relation to the greenspaces, Cllr Howard noted her concern regarding the organisation of the 
Shamley Green Village Fete, given the delay in mowing to Step 4 of the roadmap out of lockdown 
in relation to coronavirus.  Particular concerns related to the ability for social distancing 
requirements to be met, should the even attract high number of people.  It was noted that 
Waverley Borough Council were still responsible for the licencing of the event and other similar 
events were planned in other local towns and villages. 

Action: Committee to note concern. 

R21/22 022   To consider and approve the date of the next meeting of the Committee. 

The date of the next meeting will be Thursday 16 September 2021, at 10.15am 

R21/22 023   To consider and approve that the official record of this meeting be presented 
at the meeting of the Council on 8 July 2021 for approval.  

The Council resolved to approve this (proposed by Cllr Band). 


