
 
  

 

Minutes of the meeting of the Council’s Risk & Audit Committee held on Tuesday 
4 February 2020, 11.00am at the Wonersh Sports Pavilion 

Present: Councillors M Band (in the chair), C Crouch and A Shutes.  

In attendance: Lisa Davison * 

MINUTES 

R19/20 
014  

To receive and accept apologies for absence. 

The Committee received and approved apologies from Cllrs Howard and Weale.  

R19/20 
015 

Wonersh Parish Code of Conduct – Declarations of disclosable interests. 

There were no declarations of disclosable interests. 

R19/20 
016  

Open meeting for members of the public to raise matters about the Council’s risk 
management and audit issues.  

There were no members of the public present. 

R19/20 
017  

To receive progress reports about matters previously considered and approved 
by the Committee or the Council.  

The Clerk updated the Council with the request from the Chairman to change the bank 
from the Cooperative Bank to a Community Account at the Metro Bank, given that 
there is local branch and challenges had been experienced in gaining online access to 
the Cooperative account. 

The Committee recalled that Unity Bank had initially been selected as an alternative to 
the Cooperative on the basis of cost, which was resolved, given that a community 
account is an option, but also with consideration for the financial performance of Metro 
Bank and, in relation to this, the risk of using it for public money. 

The Clerk also highlighted challenges in opening another bank account with the 
Cooperative as the categories of organisations eligible for community directplus 
accounts had recently been updated to exclude organisations like a parish council.  
However it was possible to maintain the existing account. 

The Committee suggested the best way for the Council to progress at this stage is to 
maintain one bank account with the Cooperative and for the Clerk to ensure she has 
access to the online banking options before assisting Councillors with the same, thus 
reducing potential frustrations. 

This will be recommended to and discussed further at the Council Meeting next week. 

R19/20 
018  

To consider the following Governance issues and approve recommendations, if 
any, to the Council: 

(a) Code of Conduct & Register of Members’ Interests; 
The Clerk reminded Councillors who had not yet reviewed and updated their Register 
of Interest to do so if required. 

(b) Standing Orders; 
(c) Financial Regulations; 



(d) Training of Members and Council staff. 

Cllr Band requested an update as to whether any training was available from the 
Borough Council on Code of Conduct and Planning applications.  The Clerk confirmed 
that she had enquired and was awaiting a response. 

R19/20 
019  

To receive the inventory for Garden Close Community Room and discuss and 
agree the values of contents for insurance purposes. 

The Council confirmed that a similar approach as used for the office equipment should 
be used to draft this by the Clerk, for the Council to approve. 

Action: Clerk to draft and Council to approve   

R19/20 
020 

 

To receive the Council’s Assets Register, as at the end-January 2020, including 
additions for Garden Close, and to consider and approve recommendations, if 
any, about the Register to the Council. 

This was received. 

R19/20 
021  

To consider implementing a photographic asset register, with the potential to 
map Parish assets, and approve next steps. 

This was noted and the Council advised that this should be progressed around other 
commitments. 

R19/20 
022  

To consider the contents of the Council’s present annual insurance policy and 
the extent of the cover and to approve recommendations for changes, if any, to 
the Council for the period up to 31 May 2021. 

For the insurance cover up to 31st May 2020 the Council requested that, once the value 
of contents in the Garden Close Community Room are ascertained, the Clerk should 
request an updated quote from insurers to exclude the buildings insurance for Garden 
Close Community Room but include the actual value of the equipment, noting that 
these will be held across two sites. 

For the insurance cover from 1st June 2020 the Council requested that quotes are 
gained using the existing values and also using increases in: 

 Drainage clearance of £10,000 

 Officer’s liability / Council legal expenses of £1m and £5m 

R19/20 
023 

Councillors’ business and other correspondence for noting and including on a 
future agenda.   

The Council insurance needs to be considered in full and decision based on quotes at 
the April Council Meeting. 

Cllr Shutes recommended that the Emergency Plan and associated policies be 
delegated, by Council, to the Risk and Audit Committee.   

R19/20 
024 

To consider and approve the date of the next meeting of the Committee. 

The Committee approved the date of the next meeting as 2 April 2020. 

R19/20 
025 

To consider and approve that the official record of this meeting be presented at 
the meeting of the Council on 13 February 2020 for approval. 

The Committee considered and approved this. 
 


