
 
 

 

Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting of Wonersh Parish Council held on Thursday 10 
August 2023 at 11.00am, at the Wonersh Sports Pavilion.  

Present: Cllrs Max Gibbs, Ben Knight, Rob Merriman and Anthony Shutes. 

In attendance: Lisa Davison and one member of the public. 

23/24 087     To consider and approve apologies for absence.  

The Council considered and approved apologies for absence from Cllrs Mike Band, Chris 
Howard, Stephen Lavender and Kevin Sloan. 

23/24 088     Wonersh Parish Code of Conduct – Declarations of disclosable interests.  

The Clerk noted that for this and further discussion on the Playgrounds, she had recently 
joined Cllr Chris Howard and other Trustees on the Wonersh and Shamley Green Voluntary 
Playground Committee, so had a non-pecuniary interest in 23/24 095, 096 and 097. 

23/24 089     Open meeting for members of the public to raise matters with the Council.  

A member of the Playgrounds rejuvenation working party attended in relation to items 23/24 
095, 096, 097.  They raised the recommendations from the Working Party as to these items. 

The Chair moved discussion of the playgrounds up the agenda. 

23/24 090     To consider and approve the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 13 
July 2023.  

The Council resolved to approve these minutes and they were duly signed by Cllr Shutes. 

23/24 091     To receive an update on the purchase of the land and approve next steps. 

Cllr Shutes provided an update as to the purchase of the land.  He noted the likelihood that we 
will complete today. The Council purchased the land at £462,000, inclusive of £12,000 stamp 
duty, £204,000 had been raised in donations with £258,000 outstanding.  Cllr Shutes noted 
that a full review of the loan and precept amounts would take place once that it had been 
approved, at present it seems to be under the £15 Band D increase with the initial draw down 
for the land and other funding sources will be explored should it exceed this. As the Council 
has selected the ‘IEP’ option for repayment the amounts repaid decrease over time.   

The costs relating to the management were raised and the outstanding actions for the Clerk as 
included in other minutes. 

23/24 092     To sign the contracts for the purchase of Lot 2 of the land in preparation for 
exchange, including delegating responsibility for signing this to Cllrs 
Howard and Shutes (Witnessed by the Clerk).  

The Council resolved to approve this delegation and the signing of the contracts related to the 
purchase of the land. 

23/24 093     To receive an update on the potential purchase of Gerald’s Wood and 
approve next steps, including consultation details. 

Cllr Shutes updated the Council as to the offer to purchase Gerald’s Wood and maintain public 
access to part of the woods, extending the footpath onto the neighbouring land.  With the 
intention of this route being adopted as a public right of way, subject to responsibilities and 
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costs being agreed by all parties.  The lower route through the woods was also considered, 
most likely as a permissive right of way.  The requirement to better understand the public view 
of this sale and the associated plans was highlighted as important and this would be 
considered in a consultation evening at Wonersh Sports Pavilion. 

Action: Cllr Shutes to agree with the potential purchasers a brief for inclusion on the 
Council website and a summary for the Council Newsletter. 

Clerk to upload to Council website and include in the Newsletter when finalising. 

23/24 094     To receive an update on the Closed Burial Ground wall and approve next 
steps. 

Cllr Shutes gave an update on the closed burial ground wall and noted that a temporary 
licence had been granted by the diocese for the unstable wall to be cordoned off using green 
barrier fencing.   

Action: Clerk to arrange for green barrier fencing to be installed. 

The meeting with the owners of Wonersh House was also summarised with a key outcome 
being that their surveyors meet with Hockley and Dawson as the Council’s surveyors to 
explore possible, cost-effective options to resolve the instability of the wall. 

Action: Clerk to set up meeting between the surveyors. 

23/24 095     To receive an update on rejuvenation the Parish playgrounds and approve 
next steps. 23/24 064 (k) To consider and approve payment of up to £18,163.55 
for the balance of phases 2 and 3, additional rubber mulch and 50% contribution 
to the top of the bark in Wonersh Playground (Playground Committee Charity).  

The Clerk noted that this update comprised: 

1) Updates to the timing of the works; and 
2) Concerns raised as to the end-products. 

It was noted that Rhino Play was available to complete phases 2 and the 3 of the works in 
advance of the summer holiday.  The Clerk completed the following action immediately in 
order to proceed: 

• Confirmed with the Chair and two councillors that the playground works could proceed 
next week and the conditions under which this could happen - primarily being within 
budget for playgrounds maintenance; 

• Agreed with the Playground Rejuvenation Working Party for a 50% contribution to the 
play bark (wood chippings) from their fundraising, considerate of the see saw and the 
roundabout in the toddler play area; and 

• Rearranged the post installation inspection for the week commencing 24 July, so that all 
equipment and play surfaces and slight modifications in response to earlier concerns. 

• Communicated with all councillors to this effect and the following required actions. 

The Clerk noted the following required actions at this meeting: 

• Council resolve approval for payment of the balance of phases 2 and 3 plus the 
additional rubber mulch and 50% of the bark from Playground Capital Works budget; 
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• Council to receive a cheque for £18,163.55 from the Playgrounds Committee for these 
purposes; 

• Council resolve approval for payment of 50% of the bark from WPC Playgrounds 
Maintenance budget; and 

• Risk and Audit Committee to consider the future budget for the remaining works to the 
playground as recommended by the annual inspection reports and weekly inspections. 

The Council resolved to approve these to the extent to which the following discussion of the 
end-products allow. 

The Council noted the Council’s general satisfaction with the new equipment, except for a 
number of concerns and the following resolutions offered by the equipment supplier and 
installer.   

1. Change the foot rope on the quad trail unit to blue (from green), to increase the contrast 
between the grass and the item and reduce the concerns regarding a trip hazard. 

2. Dismantle the bridge element of the clatterbridge, removing the slats from the ropes. 
Replace the ropes with shortened length ropes and re-attached the clatterbridge slats. 
The shortened ropes will create less sag and therefore will remove the steep nature of 
the bridge. This will however mean less wobble/movement in the bridge itself. 

3. Stand-up seesaw: Add two vertical square section timber posts on steel feet with a 
horizontal steel bar across the middle of the stand-up seesaw and repair surfacing 
where the posts are added. This will allow additional users to help pivot the seesaw and 
our design will be a closer match for the Eibe version. 

The Council resolved to approve the first two adaptations but requested that the bespoke 
stand-up seesaw be removed and replaced by the Eibe seesaw, as what had been received 
was not what had been requested and approved.  It was also requested that the metal feet on 
the quad and clatterbridge be adapted to reduce access to the metal edges insofar as 
possible. 

The Council resolved to pay all installed items with the exception of the stand-up seesaw. 

Action: Clerk to communicate the Council decision to Rhinoplay. 

Clerk and playgrounds rejuvenation working party to work with Rhino Play to resolve 
issues as required, bringing recommendations to Council. 

Assistant to the Clerk to pay invoices, excluding the stand-up seesaw as received.  

23/24 096     To receive the Post Installation Playground Inspection and approve next 
steps. 

The Council welcomed the post installation playground inspection, where any risks from the 
new and existing play equipment were considered low or very low risk.  It was noted that this 
extended to the stand-up see saw and wobbly bridge, which whilst these were not in line with 
what had been requested. 

It was noted that, on this basis, it was likely the at fencing surrounding the stand-up seesaw 
would be removed. 

Action: Share the post-installation inspection report with Rhino Play 
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23/24 097     To consider the annual Playground Inspection reports and approve next 
steps. 23/24 064 (m) To consider and approve payment of £3,821.30 to the 
Rhino Play for a 50% contribution to the top of the bark in Wonersh Playground. 

The Council resolved to approve this and welcomed the contribution made by the Playground 
Committee to wood chippings. 

23/24 098     Dates of future meetings:  

Full Council Meeting:   14 September 2023  

This was confirmed. 
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